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The Epiſtle Dedicatory 
< ASS = 
KINGS Moſt excellent MAJESTY. 
| Ma) it pleaſe your Majeſty. I (.nu 5 44 2 — by 2 
87 Auguſtin in an Epiſtle to Coſſulams ſaĩ that he which for 4s 
fear of any power hideth the erurt which earned, pto- s. 
„ voketh the Wrath of God to come n WC hriſoft om Cb 
ſ:ich, he is not only a Traytor to th 


apenly for truchſef 
teache th a lye, bur he allo which dott new forth that 
truth which he knoweth, the conſider? 


| | tences ſo 
prevailed with me, that I durſt not be ſuch a Traytor neither to 
God not to your Majeſty, as to conceal what 1 have learned, 
which as I conceive may tend to the glory. of Ged, in the exalta- 
tion cf the truth of the Goſpel of Chrilt,and to the honour of your 
Maj ſty, end the benefit of your, Majeſties Kingdom, both in 
Cnurch and Commonewealthy whereby: yeur Majeſty may be 
{upplyed with Money for the neceſluy charges of the Kingdom, 
and the rel ef of the Poor, and eaſiag yeur Subjects ſomething in 
their Taxations, by turning the ſtre am inte the right Channel, by 
taking tae tempotallities — the Prelates, &c. into your Ma- 
j ſties hands again, they being ycut own Right, belonging fotmer- 
Ty to your Pre ceſlots, and the conditions how failing for which 
—_ were giv.n, as will appear heteaftet in this diſcourſe God 
WHIT, 

But perhaps it will be cbjc:d that it is ſacriledge to take the 
tempotallitics, &c. from the Church, I anſwet if ĩt be granted to 
be [acralidge to rake ſrem the Church, yet I hope upon tiyal, it 
will appear that the Prelates are not me Church, and that the 
Pre late s ate $acralidg cus perſons, in detaining and converting 
the tempotallities to theit own private uſes, which was given to 
the Church, and the Poor, and other pious uſes, the Pre lates be- 
ing only Stewards thereof, ot Overſeers for the uſe of the Church 
| and'the Poor, bu: have proved unfaithful Stewards. oo 

Now that the Prelates are not the Church will thus appear, 
when the Church of Anteoch ſent Paul and Barnabshy Cc. as their 
A2 Meſlcn- 


Toe Eile Deazcatory. 
Meſſengers to the Councel at — Text ſaita 4. 15.4. 
The when they came to Jeruſalem * they were reccived of the Church, ihat 
& {+ of the Church of believers, and of the Apofles and Elder t, hence 
"5 e ſee that the Apoſtles and Elders are not called the Church, 
they were but particular Chu ch m- mbers with other belicy rs, 
ere. 43d according to th's the ninvtcenth Article of th: Cru ch of 
on; of Ergland, deſctibes a viſible Church of Chtiſt, to be a congregati z 
ev, on of faithful m n, &c. allo Paul admoniſhed the Elders of Epheſuy, A 
to ſeed the Church of God, that is the believing Chriflians, 48.20.58, © 
St. Aeguſt in laith of hiuiſelſ and all other Prelares in the 23 
2 fiir, 1: (tion and 7, If we p an) thing privateh, but that which doth | 
ſuffice u, it is not ours but the goods of the Poor, whoſe ſtewards ne are, | 
excopt we challenge to our ſelves a property by ſome damnable uſurpa- | 
ion, the gli ſs upon that part of the que ſtion ſaith, that Prelaces | 
ate bur only Stewards of the Church goods, and not Lords 
thereof, | 
And St. _— upon Luke 16, 2, Gide an account of thy Stew- 
roſe „ dibip, &c. her: by ſaith he, We learn rbat relates are not Lords, | 
7 but Steward or Bailliffs of others mens ſubſtance. © 
„ And Set. Hierem in an Epiſile, queſt; 16. ind 24 chap. Qiſquid, 
; ſaith whatſoever the Clergy hath, it ic the goods of the Poor, and wri- 
ting unto Nepolianu he laith, how canthey be of the Clergy, who are | 
commanded to contemn and deſpiſe their own ſubſtance, for to take 4- 
way from 4 Friend it i theft, but to decei de the Chu ch and take 4254 
thet which ſhould be given to the Poor, it is ſacraliage. 
ag. And St. Barnard upon theſe words; Simon Peter (aid unto It ſus, 
Gc. Truly laid he rhe goods of the Church are the patrimony of the 
Poor, & wha'ſorver thing the Minifiers & Stewards thereof not Lords 
ar Pefſeſſors thereof, do take unto themſelves more then ſufficient for 
# tompetent living, the ſame is taken away from the Poor, by a ſacra- 
lidg tow croeli). 
Euſebem in his Treatiſe upon the pilgrimage of St. Hierom ſaith, 
If thou doſt peſſef5ca garment or an) other thing more then extream ne- 
eech doch require, and doſf not help the needy, thow art 4 Thief an 
A Rok ler, nbereſort drur ij belowed Children let c be Stemards ef tem- 
Ferallitiet and not peſſeſſer drheresf. 
And Har in his Treatife de ſummo bono. ch. 24. Let gh 
3M Bijhep 


"> > 


eberes 


422 ew q | > Dru - — — = 
Fribop tne? that he if tt Servant of the people, and rot Lovas ider them, ar 
cxallo in the 5. book of Deere als, extra. ac. di- ion fab. athw ttat: 
a> Alixanarit, Tartn, Epiſceps, Paritienſes, he faith, We believe that it i n 
aon unte your Brotherhood, that a frſkop aud every other Pre late, is & 
, Stewards of the Church goods, and not Lords thereof, byth Lands and Ty:he 
Et he are pure Alus, which after tb necrgitj of the Irrgy is ſatiſfied , = 
| acco ding to thtir pride and eourtonſneſs, but in'comely op cent mavner , oft 
| the example of Chriſt and his Apoſlet, thr reſt b. longeaWo the Poor, and the 
| " * that withhold it from them, they are 1 Hi.., Abel, atr iltdgious p 
| 


— 


ſons, (uch hy, | | 's 
nus t is mmiſeſt by what igelready ſaid, be ſides what is aid he 
alter, nat Kings, and Pyigces, and Lors T. mpotall, by takirg the tem 
porallitice, Oc, from [4 Pre lite s, and A oſing of them for id ule an 
benefit of tue ttue Churen the belic ving m cocets of Chriſt,and the poo 
and the benefit an4 ſabety of the Mom, the utes for wh'c'1 they wer 

ficſt giver, Ny will in doing be to far from com mitting. ſactaledg 
that th. y will do g work pleaſing and acceptable both tio God and all goe 
men, to their evetlaſtn honout, by putting a ſtop to the pride, & wante 
and luxutiou: tiotous lives of ſome, which is occaſioned by tre upe rfle 
ity of worldly wealth and riches, hic i they wrong ully poſl-1s and c 
tain from the right owners thereot, having forſaken the right nay, and f 
lowed the nay of Baalim, who lowed the wages of unrigbteouſneſs, 2 Pet. 2.15 
By with holding good from them to whom it 15 due, Pro. 3. 27. and 
as William Wroughton writ to King Henry the eight, to long as. 
ye ma'ntain Anti ch iſt, the Popes Knights, that is Biſhops in 
luch inordinate riches, you (ball never ſaith he baniſh that monſtrow bes 
the Pope out of England. "* 
When we {ay that ſuch and ſuch Linds were given to the Church, 
cannot imagine that they were givento ſuch a building of lime and ſtot 
and timber, nor to ſuch a pariſh, end ſo to him that ſhould uſurp autho# 
ty of Rule and Government the re from age to age,whether he be good 
did, holy er prophane, for ſuch are not to be accounte\ the Church, re 
lo much as particular members of the true Church, which is the m ſt 
body of Chriſt, « xceptthey believe, and all that do be ſie ve truly witho 
hypocriſte, tich and poor hey arc intereſted in the Church Lands 2 
Geods, all the poor in general areobjeAs of Charity, ts do good unto 4 
bat eſpecially to fuck 48 are of the beuſhold of Faith, Gal, 6. io. 


Wils:m 
Wromghts 


1 the time of the Law when Tythes was paid ty a divine inſtitution 
nto the Levites, for their ſervice in the Tabernacle and Temple, becauſe 
hey had no inheritance of temporal Land among their Brethren, yer cvcn 
hen the ſtrangers, fatherlcſs and widdows, had an inteteſt in the Tythes 
you may {ce in Deut. 14. 28, 29, and Chap, 26, 12,13 and ſince that 


e Goſpel for the payment of tythes, and yet our Prelates and Prics as 
ey will be ca led, will have both temporal Lands and tythes, and ker p 
l rothemlcly is, neither widdows nor fatherleſs have any thing, and 
he re fore it can be no ſacralidge but a work of Charity, four Kings and 
drinces, and Lords Temporal to tike the temporal)itics from them fur 
ze benefit of the Kingdom, and tythes allo, or at lcaſt to caule them to 
low ſome patt thereof unto the poor. 
The with holding of tythes, &c. From ſuch to whom they ate due, ꝛs to 
 beleiving Church, the pcot, the Fathet le ſs and widdows, God ca ls 
a Robbing of him in tythes and offerings, Aal. 3. 8, 9. For Chriſt laich 
hat ſoe der geod or evil is done to one of the leaſt of thiſe little ones that be- 
ede on him, it is talen as done to himſelf, Mat. 25. 46, and 45. yea cven 
joſe of the Clergy who are not true belic vers, they have no tight nor ti. 
from God to the Cnurch goods, and God will charge them as having 
ſpoil of the poor is their Houſes, Iſaiah 3. 14. ” 
Suppoſc tie Prelates (ſhould plead for themielves that temporallitics 
id tythes have been ſetled upon them by many Acts of Parlizmert, to 
at it may be anſweted, that a0 Act of Parliament on Earth can mike 
did the La of God inacted in Heaven, vis. That when tythes were 
id by a divine inſtitution, yet the Stranger, Fatherleſs and Widdows, 
d by divine appointment a right and intereſtin them, how then dare 
y now receive tyches, not by divine, but by humain inſtitution, and yet 
ve no part thercof unto the poor, the Stranger, Fatherleſs nor Widdow, 
may tationably imagine that it was beciule of the hardneſs of the 
tts of Prelates and Pricſts,in keeping that to themſelves which be long- 
to the poor, which cauſed that Noble King Carrolow Magaw to have it 
creed in a counſel, that in wealthy places. two parts of the Church 
ods ſhould be given to the poor, and the third part to the Clergy, and 
poorer places that there (hould be an equal diviſion between the poor 
d the Clergy, and it by the covetous untatiable deſires of the Prelates 
dClergy, they have gotten the Church Lands and tythes ſetled upon 
| them 


ervice ceaſed for which tythes wer.- paid, there is no new inſtitution ig. 


* 
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The Epiſtle Dedicatorj. . 
tem by many Acts of Parliament, yet another Parliament, upon bettet 
in om ition, and better conſideraton, of the Kingdoms neceſſity and dal 
ly charge and the neceſſity of the poor, a1d the uala y{ul ſpen ding ofthe 
Church geoꝗs, by them which have no tight unto them, but ſpend then 
quite coñtrary to the intent and meaning of the Donors, why miy not the 
King, Princes, and Lords te mperal, take again into their han Js th 
Church goods which was given by their Predeceſſors, from them whi 
lo lacrel:g'cuſly abvſc and ulurp them, and imploy them for the benefi 
of the Church and Kingdc m and the relief ot the poor, 

If the King commit a power into any mans hand, and find that he or the 
do 2buſe that power, he may net only lawfully, but he cughe to take tha 
power from them ag iin, the whole Popiſh Clergy o Biſhops, Prelates 
Abbots, Priors, aud Monks in Exglaxd, had once their priviledges ane 
te mporalities ſetled upon them by act of Parliament, and yet the King and 
Cauncel ſecing the inconvenience thereof, by another Patliament too 
thoſe priviledg:s, tempotallities and tithes from the m, and ſo may tht 
or another Parliament do by our Prelates for the benc fit of the Church 
and King Jem) and the telief of the poor. | 

For Bichops and Prelatcs are uſeleſs in the Churchof Chriſt becauſe 
they are none cf thoſe Church Officers which Chriſt gave to the Chur 
at his aſſention, Ephe: 5. 11, he gave ſome Apoſtles, aud ſome Prophets, aut 
ſome Evangeliſts, and ſome Paſtors and Teachers,for the perfectixg of the Saints 
fer the work of the Miniſtry, far the edifying of the body of Chriſt , till we al 
ccm? in the unity of the Faith, and of the knowledge of the Son of God 
their is aded n 1C0.12,28, helps that is Deacons to miniſter to the poor 
and goverments that is tuling Elders, now ruling Elders are inferior te 
teaching Eiders, as Pau! ſaith, 1 77. 5. 17. Let the Elders that rulewell q 
counted worthy of double honour, eſpectally they who labour in the ward 4 
doctrine, they who labour in the word and docttine, th: y eſpecially ate 
worthy of double honour rather then the ruling Elders, in Pasls judg 
ment, and he had the Spirit of God to teach him, now if Chtiſt who is 
alone Law-giver to his Church, ſaw theſe Church Officers ſufficient fo 
theſe out ends for which he ordained them, as firſt for the perfcing of the 
the Saints, 21). For the work of the miniſtry, 3ly, For the cdilying o 
the Church, which is the body of Chriſt, 4. For the time, till we 
come in the unity of the Faith, and of the knowledge of the Son of Ged 
Then all other pretended Church Officers, are ſuperfluous and — 


4 


I 3 The Epifile Deditalory 
Felides Ft. Paul faith that he ſhaned net to declare wits the Church, the 
bole connſell of Cad, and that he kept no: hing back that was profitable for the 
burc hs but taught them publickly and from Houſe to Houſe, 435.20, 20, 27, 
nd yet in all us Ep'itles he hach not myJe mention of any Lord Primot 
t Metropolitan, or Pt. late, or the like as any of Chliſts Church offi- 
ots, or 0: their dignities, or jutiſdictions as being profitable to the 
Shurch, but only role Church Offigets mentioned above in EY. 4. rx, 
2. and 1 Cor. 12. 28. Taetefote all other ate ſtrange Creatures, which 
jeithet Chriit nor Paal, not the Scriptures of the New Teltiwmenr makes 
y mention off, nalels thoſe ti it Paal tpoaks ol verſe 29. that after his 
departure gr vous Wolves would enter not {paring the Flock, yea the 
its che mſelves (ay that th: re is but three ſacted orders in the Church, 

the te ſt by their own confeiſion is of tuman deviſing 

| Again as Biſhops and Prelates are uſclets in the Church, fo alſo they 
are ulutpers of the Kings royal pterogativet, in making out tht ir proſſeſs, 
Rtations, ſuipentions, ſeniors, and excemmunications and the lite in 
heit own names, and by making, Printing, and puvlithing in their own 
2mes, ve Viſitatiog Oaths, Articles, Inw:Rions, Cannens, Rites, 
land Ceremonies, and inforcing them upon Miniſters, Scoolmaſters, 
Charch-Wardens, and others, and have excommunicated, ſuſpended, 
[Silenced, fined, impriſoned, and perſecuted, Fig Majeſtiesfaitirſul Sub. 
cs, for not ſubuuttixꝑ to their uſurped power, as though they were 
Kings and Governovrs, both of Church and St ne, conttaty to (cveral 
Statutes and to Magna Charts and th: Petition of right, as Mr, rinne 
ſaith in his Book cf the Exorbitances, Treaſons, Seditions, and Conſpi- 


tecics of Biſhops, Cc. 


rour Majeſties moſt humble and 
obedient Sub ed and Servant, 


E. X. 


/ „ 1 8 


The General and Unanimous conſent of An- 


tient and Modern Writers ,.. againſt Pre- 
lates and Priests , their 7 2 of Tem- 
poralities and Tythes, | 


' ' 


Iſtories do relate, that when Biſhops he gan to be 
poſſeſſed of Temporal Lands, then an Angel was 
heard to cry in the Are, Woe, Nee, Nee, This 
day is Payſon begun to come into the Church: and 
ſo it proved, fot many ſtriving for Lordſhip and 
Dominion, and could not. prevail, turned Here- 
ticks in malice to be revenged on them that were preferred before 
them; as Donatus, who becauſe Cecilianus was preferred before 
him to the Biſhoprick of Carthage, Donat us turned Heretick, from 
whom his followers took the name of Donatiſts ,| and he: accuſed 
Cecilianus, and all the Biſhops that Ordeyned him to be Tradito- 
ries. This Ve and Peyſen of Prelates poſſeſſing of Temporali- 
ties hath made the Poſſeſſors thereof in all Ages to maligne and 
hate even unto death, all ſorts and degrees of men that have ſpoken 
againſt their worldly gain and profits, and admoniſheth them to fol- 
low the Example of Gkriſ and his Apoſtles and the Prieſts of the 
Levitical Law, who had no Poſſeſſions of Temporal Lands: Yea, 

the Prelates have manifeſtly declared their malice againſt ſuch even 

after death, as the Council of Conſtance who condemned John Wick: 
liffe and his 45. Articles, and by a Decree cauſed his bones to be 
digged up and burnt one and forty yeas after he was dead, which 

Condemnation the Univerlity of Prague would not receive, but 

defended them by Arguments from Scripture and Reaſon, which 

was about the year 1418. 1 (hall mention two or three of the Arti- 
cles, and ſome few of the Univerſities Arguments in defence of them. 

The 


- ſatharke did Inat uthieh was r ght 


el in the Epill 


5 
The ANTI c Es. 


hem, Kings, Princes, and Lords Temporatl ay ui. their- eo 
will and * away the temporal goods from the Clergy 
if they do oftend, and therein continue. 

Item, It is againſt the Scripture, that Eccleſiaſtical Miniſters 
ſhouldhava any.ccmporal.ReflelGans. 1 5 * 

Item, That Tenths are ꝓure A m, aig that the Pariſh io ner 
may for the glfence, of their Miniſters, deteyn and keep them 
fue and beſtow. them -vpaz;\ others at (theiromn will and plea- 
ure, Ge. . 

That Kings aud Lords Tempora may take Temporalities from 
Prelates, the Univerſitie proves thus : Kings in the Old. Teſtament 
took temporal goods from the Clergy, cc. Therefore Kings of 
the New. Teſtament may du the like, 1 Kg 2. Solomon depoſed 
Abiather the High. Prieſt becauſe he took part. with Adonij ab, and 
ſet up Z adoch the Prieſt in his room, and this (ſay they) was a 
greater matter then to take a temporalitiet, for Alua ber was 
put both from his Prieſthood, and from his Maintenance. Alſo 
Nebuchaduct.zer had power given him of God to lead away the 
Children of I ſrael, with the Prieſts ard Lewtes, into the Capti- 
vity of Babylan. Haſacl, King of Syria came agiinſt Feruſalem, 
2 Kings 12+ 17, 18. and Jrhe h. of whom the Scripture. witneſ- 
—— = 5 ſight of — Lord all 
his dayes, andi yet for the ſaſcty o hn Kinggoſn, without taxin 
his. Subjects. —— all — ib Taboſapbat, 
and Febprann, ind Abeziab} his Fathers, Kings of Jad had dedi- 
cated, and his own hallowed. things, and all the Gold that was 
ſound in the Tresſury of the houſe of rhe Lord, and in the Kings, 
houſes and ſent it to Harael King of Syria, and he went away 
from Jawſalem: And this was much more then the taking away 
of the uſurped Temporslities of the Prelates ro defray the King - 
doms Charge; and to relieve the Poor to whom it is due,as is ſhew- 


le. | 
Again, It is ſaid of the good Hexckiah, 2 Kings 1g 3. that 
he did that which was aan inthe l 10 N to 
all that David his Father did: he put down ldolatry, as in verſo 
4. ſo that after him was none like him among all the Kings of Ju- 


. 


A, nor any that were before him, for be truſted in the Lord, 
ang 


up 

———— — — Treaſuries. uf 
the Kings houſe, and he cut off the Gold from the doors of the 
houſe of the e Kong of i eſe 15,16 Anya 
Gold and gave it to the 2 15716 one 
of cheſe things done by Kean ng b was much 

more than for our King and Nobles —— uſurped Tempora- 

lities from the Preſates and Prieſts to defray the Kingdoms charges, 
aard to relieve the poor; and yet this was — — 


in theſe Religious Kings in the Church goods 
\ uſes, for they are —— but commended 2 ber We 


which was right ia ſight of the Lord. 
Als Kris 8, when Nui King of 1. 
ſon of Rematiab King of Iſra#l came — ling 75 4. 
dar 0 „Ab took the Silver-and the Gold 
found in t 5 — 5 
bouſe, and ſent it an prtſem to the King of 
help him, & c. We do not read that any N gi coed r 
laid any Tax upon their — oy te far - 
them ſo to do, but inthe firſt place, for 
ro ſecure — and their 
tak edi and T thes for the Ki uſe, — 
e 
the —— waar a Predeeefſors —.— now have 
them, hold them urpation, the conditions for which they 
were given being » > And Tyckes re pure A or <6. 
were a free will ring of the people, not paid now under the 
— — 1 Inſtitution : Therefore the King may u 7 
leaſure have the profits brought into his Treaſuries torthe | 


— ick benefit of the Kingdom. 

In Meat. 12. 1,2, 3- the Diſciples on the Sabbaoth being an 6. 
hungred, pluckt ears of Corn and eat them, the Phariies rebuked — 
them, bur Chriſtanſwered them , have ye not read what David 
did when he was an h and they chat were with him, how 
he entered inte the houſe of the Lord, und did eat the Shew- 
bread which was not laveful for him to ear, nor they that were 
with him, bur for the + Pa yet Chriſt did pot _ 

1s 


"—_— — 


B 2 


04) 
this Secriledge, whereby it doth appear that i ji» lawful ig time of 
nectſſuy to ne anyahing, be it deter ſo much conſecrated, Thergy 
fore if need require, the King and Lords. temporal may take 
the Prelates Temporalities, Gleab Lands and Tythes from them. 

Tita and Veſpaſiau, ſecular Princes, had power given them 


Mü, veſ- of God twenty tour years after the Lords Aſcention, to take away 


patian. 


8. 


Ambroſe. 


Church goods from the Prieſts that had offended againſt the Lords 
holy one, and it ſcemeth unto many, they did, and might wor- 
thily do the ſame according to Gods good. will and pleaſure : And 
foraſmuch as our Prieſts may tranſgreis and offend as much, ard 
rather more againſt the Lords Anoynted , It followeth chat by 
the pleaſure of God, our ſecular Lords may likewiſe puniſh our, 
Prieſts and Prelates offences by taking their Temporalizies, &c. 
from thew. I | 

Our Saviour being King of Kings, and High-Biſhop wich his 
Diſciples did a as te unto Ceſar : Whereby he gave Example 
to all Prieſts and Prelates to pay Tribute unto their Kings. Ambroſe 
in his fourth book on Luke's. ſaith, If the Son of God pay Tribute, 
who att thou, that thinkeitbos aug hteſt not to pay ? If thou wilt 
not he in danger of Cxſar, poſſeſs not thoſe things that are, Gzlars, 
for if thou baſt Riches thowart in danger of Czar; ln his elevenih 
abr Fe num quitem 5 If thou wilt owe nothing to the King, 
or 


forſake;all-Eartbly things and follow Chriſt ! If then all Eeclelialt- 
cal Miniſters having di&rches;/\ught to be in ſvbjeRtian to Kings, 
and hu them Feibutogirfolloweth, ik at Kings, may lawfully, by 
che Buthpricygiven thetn of Gd, rake away their Temppralities, 
20 in Da 2. 37, 38. The God of Heaven hath given thee a Ring- 
dom, Power, and Strength, and Glory ; and whereſoever the Chil- 
dren of men dwell, that is as far as any Kings Empire or Dominion 
doth extiand, the Bcaſts:of the Field, and the Fowls of the Heaven 
nah he given into thine hand, and hath made thee Ruler aver 
them all z andlif ſo, then the abuſed and uſurped I emporalnies 
in the Clergies hands, are given af God into the Kings hand, 
and he may lawfully take poſſeſſion of them, and imploy the 
Rents. thereof fur the defence of his Subjects and Kingdoms, 
andthe relief of be: Poor, which was the end. or which they were, 
given hy our King and Nahles: Nredece ſſor .. - 4: Lip 

- Again, St. Ambreſe alltagah in the c leventh queſtion, that all 
things are under rhe power of the Emperour, and i the Emper our 
quite Tribute, we do nd deny; that the Lands of the Church 


hall 


(5) COS 
ſhall pay Tribute: If the Emperour habe need of Church Lands, 
he hath power to challenge them, let him rake them if he will, 
thas ( 4 they ) eAmbroſe expreſly declateih that Secular 
Lords have power at their pleaſure to take away the Lan 
of the Church, and ſo conſequently they have power to take 
away Temporal goods from Eccleliaſtical Miniſters, as Tythes, 
G. : 

St, Auguſtine, in 33. queſt. 7. ſide rebus, he ſaith, that Secular 10. 
Lords may lawfully rake away temporal goods from Hereticks, bine. 
and for ſo much as it is a Caſe greatly poſeable, that many of 

the Clergy are uſers of Simony, and thereby Hereticks , There- 

fore Secular Lords may lawfully take away their Temperalitics 
from them. The word of the Lord to all wicked men is; That the 
Kingdom of God ſhall be taken from them, and given to a Nation 
bringing forth the fruits thereof. By Kingdom of God'in this Lext, 
Mat. 21. 43. is meant the priveledges of the vihble Church, 
which ſhall be taken from wicked men. And here it were fit to 
conlider of Robert Grofttbeads, the Biſhop of Linceln who dyed in Robert 
the year 1233. his definition of Hereſie; vi. That: Hereſie is a ©rof#bead- 
Sentence taken and choſen of mans own brain, contrary to holy 
Scripture, openly maintained and- ſtiffy defended : Now conlider, 
whether none of our Prelates do maintan no Canons nor Cere- 
monies nor Opinions contrary to holy Scripture, nor contrary to 

the 19, 20, nor 21. Articles of the Church of Exglana, and ſo itand 
guilty of Hereſie by this definition of Hereſie of Robert Grofthead -- 

If any object that it is a deſiring of other mens goods 3 St. Au. 

fline anſwers, That by the ſame rule the ſeven Nations that did a- 

buſe the Land cf promiſe, and were calf out by the power of God, 

they might have objected the ſame to the Children of 1ſrael ; We 

ſaith e Auguſtine, do not defire other mens goods, for they are 

ours by the- Commandment of him by whom all things we:e made, 

by like evidence the Clergy having cffcnded, their temporal goods 

are made the goods of others; that is lawfully poſſeſſed, ſaith he, in 

the 14. queſt. 4. which is juſtly poſſeſſed, and that is juſtly poſſeſſed 
which is well poſſeſſed; ergo, all that is evilly poſſeſſed is another 
mans, and he duth ill poſſeſs it which doth evil uſe it, and for the 
evibuling'of ir, it hath been proved in the Epiſtle that Prelates are 
unfaichful Stewards,” and have converted to their own, uſes for 
Coaches,and Horſes, and Riotous living, that which belongs to the 


poorzbeſides no Clergyman hath any right to Temporalities by any 
Inſti- 


My | | 
"tatxyion of . and therefore both evilly poſſeſſod and evilly 


1225 7 ie the Gergy Ge abuſe the temporal goods, as ir 
bath deen proved they do, the temporal Lords may at their plea- 
ſure according to the rule of Charity take the temporal from 
ie Clergy, | oY PO HEY poſſeſs them; for belides the 
the remporal have to temporal lands, as belonging 
formerly to their Predeceſſors, and the conditions not performed 
nor which they were given, which was to the Church and to the 
poor. Temporal res are Gods Miniſters and Revengers, tio 
execute wrarh upon them that do evil, attending continually upon 
this very thing, Rom. 1 3. 4. 6. which if they negleft they make 
themiſe!ves" guilty of the Prelates (insz for the Univerlity quotes 
Gregory, writing to the French King, That be which may corratt any 
ſin, and doth,neglebt the ſame, mit haut doubt be maketh himſelf par- 
taker of rhe ſin and offence. And Jobs Wickliffe faith in the thir- 
term Article; That it is vet only lawful for Lords Tempera 
to take away goods of fortune from Churchmen (inning uſually x 
But alſo they are-bound ſo to do under pain of Eternal Dane 
natin. 
11. St. Gregory in his 7th book, cha. 9. writing ta the French 
rer. 2 ſaith, Foy mack, 4s wicked Proc — the u- 
ine of the people; for who ſhall makg interceſſion for the ſuns of the 
People, if the 'Priefts that de it have committed greater off en- 
ces themſel ves, which in your Dominion live wickedly , therefore, 
that the offences of a few bring not deſtruition upon many, we oug ht 
to ſec a remedy. And a litiſe after, to the Ki he ſaid, Tet once 
- 4g 4in we move you to command a Synod, and cauſe al the carnal vices 
$7 ifs and Wickedneſs and Simony of Biſhops to be remeved, and 
that you de nos ſuffer them to poſſeſs any more ſubſtance than Gods 
commandment doth allow and that is neither Temperalities nor Tyths 
Hat. to. that the Goſpel commandments doth allow ; for when Chriſt ſent bis 
19, 10, Diſciples to proach, be commanded they ſhould provide neuher Gold | 
nor Silver, wor Braſs in their Purſes, nor Script for their Faurney, 

neither two Coats, nor Shooes, nar ſlaves, for the Workman is wort hy 
of bis meat. But how contrary to this Command of Chriſt are our 
Biſhops and Prelates in theſe dayes, and yer in words they pre- 
rend to ſucceed the les in place and power , But the Apo- 
tles bad not hundreds nor thouſands of ( Gold and ſilver by the 
year; they had not Shoos fox their Journey, but purs have Row 

a 


— 


ur Au. 8 1. 
neſts, but the Son of Man, which was alſo the Son of G 4 
not whereow ra lay bir brad.” Bur our Prelates have their ſtately Pr- 
Jaces, and great Houſes. Qut Saviour ſath, Afar. t 2. He that ior or 
with me i againſs me; nr air, 
and in Mat. 7. iy, 16. Chriſt bids us to beware of Falſe Pro- 
phery, * ſhalt . rm — (ith they 
come in ſheeps c onking, pretend to be but inwardly 
they ate. Ravenĩing Wolves, ye ſhall know thaw by their Fans, 
0 


Fname no man, but leave the ove dre ha! oy oy Arle ge 
by the fruits of mens lives (o who they and one mark to 
know them by will be, There is nd man will be — r 
what I write as they, for bj their fruits yow may know for 
— one thit doch evil hateth the lig u, he is laat to be brought to 
tryal by the light of G ds word le(t his deeds ſhould be reptove 
or diſcovered, 1. $46 | 

But if upon tryal it be found that Clergy men walk ſo contra- 12. 
ry to the Rules and Commandments of Ghrift, which they ought 
ro obey, and to imitate Chriſt and his Apoſt les in their ing 
and living, then, as 7 — my Kings and Lords .. 
Temporal, both lawtully; and meri oriouſly-rake aw their Tem- e. 
poralities from them, which they abuſe with ſuch exteſs of rior: 
the Law of nature doth licerce all ſuch as have the government of 
Kingdoms, to correct the abuſes of the Temporalities, which 
would be the chiei ofthe ruine and deſtruct ion of their Kingdom: 
Whether the Temporal Lords, or any other' had endowed the 
Church with thoſe Temporalities or not, it is lawful for them to 
rake away the Temporalities ſo abuſed, as it were hy way of 
Phy ſick to withſtand and put a flop to (ms, ſaith the Univerlity, . 
for ſo much as they are not endowed but wich Conditions, the 
which Conditions are broken and the Title ofthe Gift loſt, and 
they that gave the Alms or their Succeſſors ought to corre the 
offences; for as in a juſt War it is lawful to take away the goods 
of the ourward Enemies, ſo alſo it is lawful to take away the goods 
of the Clergy, bring the inward Enemy by their evil Example, 
they not walking according to the Rules of Chriſt, for iuward 
Enemies are more huriful than outward, and it is ſaid in the 12th 
Article, That there it no greater Herttich, nor — 

r 


(8) 
thoſe Clerks witkcb teach that it is la for Prieſts , nom under the 
Law of Grace, to be endowed with Temporal Poſſeſſions”, and of 
there be any Heretitks, eApoſtate: , er Blaſpbemers theſe Clerks 
be ſuch. | 
1 it were thought unmeet by the Apoſtles that they ſhould leave 
the word of God and ſerve Tables, At: G. z. which yet wi a work 
of mercy to ſerve the Poor, can any man be ſo ignoram-a9 to think 
it meet and fit that thePrelates ſhould leave the word of God to deal 
inTemporal matters, to keep Courts, to ſet Leaſes,and receive Rems, 
and keep books of Accompts, and Rent-Rols, Cc. ? the Apoſtles 
did no ſuch things,therefore they cannot be the ducce ſſors of ghe A- 
poſtles. It was laid in 2 Supplication to King Henry the eighth, 3- 
„gurl bout the year 1 544. That the only inſect ion and peſlilent poyſon of the 
. I „ Prelates, is their great Lordſbips and Dominion which hath faſlhnoned 
X. Hen 8. them with proud Countenances and worldly behaviour, more like Hea- 
then Princes than Chriſt and bis Apoſiles, and Chriſt ſaid to his A- 
les, the Princes of the Gentiles exerciſe Dominion, &c. but it 
ſhall not be ſo among you, Mat. 20. 26. For Biſhops ſo love their 
worldly honaur, that they will not preach the Truth for diſplcaſi 
of men, leſt they loſe their great Poſſeſsions, Riches, and worldly O- 
fices, which is the cauſe of their ſuns; Thus this peſtilent poyſon of 
worldy riches being taken from them, the word of God ſhall flouriſh, 
faith ſball be increaſed, and ſin decreaſed, and true obedience ſhall be 
obſerved, with all bumble obedzence to your e Majeſty. 

13. It is lawful for the Clergy by their power to take away the Sa- 
crament from the Laity cuſtomably offending : li is by the like 
reaſon lawful for the Secular power to take away the Temporali- 
ties from the Clergy, they offending cuſtomably in not perfor- 
ming the conditions tor which the Temporalities were given, be- 
lides other offences, for, ſay they, the true and eaſieſt way for di- 
recting the Clergy unto Conformity to the life of Chriſt and his A- 

les, and moſt profitable for the Laity, the Church, is, that the 
= Pre- Clergy ſnould not be ſuffered to live contrary unto Chriits Inſti- 
,s tutions z to Which I ſhall adde, that the Clergy who make ſuch a 


the great- 


of Xou- bullling about Conformity, are themſelves the greateſt, and mot 
confor- obſtinate Non-conformiſts in the world, to the Goſpel Com- 
mii. mandements and Inſtitution of Chriſt , for Chriſt hath not Inſtitu- 
red that any Goſpel Miniſter ſhould have any Temporalities or 
Tythes, nor to live in ſuch glotious Pomp and Sate in the world 
nor to have ſuch Dignities, nor exercile ſuch Juriſdictions, e. 


There 


= 


(9) 


Therefore it belongs to Chriſtian Magiſtrates to take thoſe do- 


perſluities from them, which oecafion their ſinful revolt and dif- 
obedience to the Laws of Chriſt, for by the abundance of Tem- 
poralities ( ſay they ) the Worm, or Serpent of Pride is ſprang 
up, whereupon unſatiable deſire and luſt is inflamed, and « 
by proceedeth all kind of Gluitony and Leachery : but the Tem- 
poralicies being taken away, every one of theſe ſins will either 
utterly betaken away,or at the leaſt diminiſhed by the contrary vir- 
tue induced and brought in. 

This that is ſaid of taking away the Temporalities from the 


Glergy ſeems to be prophelied of by Hildegardss the Virgin, 3. Fre- 
which Prophecie was approved of in the Council of Trevers by phefie of 
many Biſhops of France, Italy, and eAlmain, St. Bernard being Hildegar-" 


there preſent, ſhe ſpake on this manner z The Kings, and other dis. 
Rulers of the World, being Rlirred up by the juſt Fudgement of God, 
ſhall ſet themſelves againit them and run upon them, ſaying ; We 
will not haue theſe men to rule over #s with their rich Houſes and 
great Poſſeſſins, and other worldly Riches, over which we are er- 
dained tobe Lords and Rulers ; wherefore let us take away from 
them. that which they do not juſtly, but wrongfully poſſeſs, &c. for 
the Spirituality ſhould not poſſeſs more then neceyſity doth require, that 
where there ii mere, it ſhould be taken away. and given to the needy. 
This ſpake that Virgin Propheteſs , plainly foreſhewing the 
taking away the Temporalities from the Clergy by the ſecular 
Power. 

St. Gregory Writ to the Emperour Mauritius when he perſecu- 


14. 
ted him, 1 do belie ve ( ſaith he) that you pleaſe God the better in Gregoty. 


ſo per ſecuting me which have been ſo evil a ſervant unto him. And 
Pope Leo ſubmitted himſelf unto Lodovicus the Emperour, as in 


2. queſt. 7. If we have done any thing incompetently, or that we have Pop: Leo" 


not obſerved the upright path and way of Equity amongſt Subjects, 
we will amend the ſame, either by your own judgement, or by the 
advice and judgement of thoſe which you ſhall appoint for that pur- 
poſe ; for if we which ought to correct ana puniſh other mens faults, 
do commit more grievous our ſelves, we are not then the Diciples of 
the Truth, but ( as with ſorrow we ſpeak it) we ſhall be above all 
others the Maſters of Error. Thus much concerning the Argu- 

ments of the Univerlity of Prague. 
And to confirm the Writings and Opinion of Jahn Wicklife, 
the Vice Chancellor of the Univerſity of Oxford, with the _ 
C on- 


(29) 


Congregation of the Maſters, with one conſent gave this Teſti 


mony of him, and ſaid ; For the ſpecial good will and care which 
We bear unto John Wickliffe, ſemetime Child of this Univerſity; 


The Te fti- and Profeſſor of Divinity moving and ſtirring or Minds as his man- 
mony of ners and conditions, required noleſs, with ane mind voice and teſti- 
the Uni- mony we de wit neſs, all bis conditions and domgs througbout his 


verſity of 
ox ſord in 
behalf of 


h 
ci known nnto all the Faithful, for that we underſtand the maturity 


Edmond 
King of 
England. 


6 


- 


whole life, to havr been moſt ſincere and commendable, whoſe boneſt 
manners and conditions, profoundneſ; of Learning, and moſt redolent 
nown and Fame, we deſire the more earneſtly to be notified and 


. s of bus Converſation, his diligent Labour s und Travels to 
tend 40 t 


praiſe of God, the help ana ſafegard of tthers, and the 
profit of the Church: Wherefore wee Mie unto you bytheſe 
Preſents , That his Converſation from his youth upward unte the 
time of his death, was ſo praiſe worthy and honeſt, that neuer at any 
time was there any note or ſpot of ſuſpition noi ſed of him, but in his 
e Anſwering ,, Reading, Preaching, and Determining , he bebaved 
Lo la „ and d a ſtout and valiant Champion of the Faith, 
wanquiſhing by the force of the Scriptures, all ſuch who by their 
wilful beggery blaſphemed and ſlandered Chriſts Religion neither was 
this. ſaid Doctor Copvitt of any Hereſie, God forbid that our Prelates 
ſhould have condemned a man of ſuch honeſty for a Heretick, who a- 
mongſh all the reſt of the Univerſity had written in Logick, Philoſo- 
phy, Divinity, Morality and the Speculative Art without Peer, the 
knowledge of which all and ſingular things we do deſire to teſtify and 
deliver forth, to the intent that the Fame and Renown of thus ſaid 
Doctor may be the more evident, and had in re put at ion amongſt them 
unto mhoſe hands theſe preſent Letters teſtimonial ſhall come. Here i; 
to be ſeen that this Unwerſityof Oxford did alſo maintain the truth 
of Doctor John Wicklifte's Articles, That Kings, Princes, and 
Lords Tcmporal may lawfully take away Temporalities and 
Tythes from the Clergy. 

In witneſs whereof we have cauſed owr Letters Teſtimonial to be 
Sealed with our common Seal, Dated at Oxſord in ur Congregati- 
on- Houſe the 5th day of October in the Tear 1406. 

King Edmond. of England about the Y-ar 940. made a Law that 
every man fl. cod pay Tythes, tor Ch ches Fees, and Almes 
Fees : Thy: here yuu ice chat Ty: les were then given as well for 
the relief f the Pocr 25 the Church. He made a Law alſo, That 
every Biſnop ſuould of his hn proper charge fee that Chur- 

| ckes 


(mn) 
ches were repaired. About the ſame time the Biſhop of Canter 
bury in a Letter to the Prelates and Clergy faid, If it were, org 
could be ſo, that all the Riches of the World were laid before me, Canter- 
ſo that | were Emperour and had all things univerſally under my bury. - 
ſubjection, all theſe things would I gladly give, and offer my felf | 
willingly for the health of Souls. And thus he exhorted the Clergy 
to their duty, le& the Lord ſhould ſay of them, The Shepherds 
fed themſelves but did not feed my flock, they have raigned but 
not by me, they have made themſelves Princes of my flock, and 
| knew it not, that is, he knew it not ſo as to approve of their do- 
ings, But where is there a Prelate now that hath ſuch à zeal for the 
good of Souls. 

King Edgar, in an Oration to the Clergy, about the year 959. 

What negligence, ſaith he, is in Gods Service, I will ſpeak with King 
ſorrow, they be Riotous in Banquetring,in Chambring and Drunk- Kdgar: 
enneſs ; And now, ſaith he, the Clerks houſes are thought to be 
Stewes of Harlots, Thus the Goods of Kings and Alms of Princes 
is miſpent, have our Fathers ſpent their Treaſurie for this purpoſe? 
Have the Kings liberalities in giving Lands and Poſſeſſions been 
for this intent, that Tlerks Harlots ſhould be deck'd with the ſame? 
And for riotous feaſts, Hauks and Hounds, and other Toyes to con- 
ſume it? Soldiers cry out, the people grudge but ye regard 
not, &c. ' 5 

Among other antient Laws of England, in the reign of King 
Henry the ſecond, this was one, That it any Clergy man did hold 7 4 
any Lay Fee in his hands, he ſhould therefore do the Kings ſervice * 
that belonged thereunto, as upon Juries, Aſſiſes of Lands and 
Judgements, and that no Lands ſhould be given to the Church, 
nor to any Houſe of Religion without the Kings Licenſe : And 
that the Peter-pence which was uſed to be gathered for the Pope, 
ſhould be paied to the King, and that all the Poſſeſſions, Goods 
and Chattels of ſuch as favoured the Pope or Thomas a Becket, to 
be Seized and Confiſcate to the King : And that all ſuch of the 
Clergy as were abſent from their Charge, out of the Realm, and 
had Rents and Profits in the Land, and did not repair home in three 
months, their Rents and Goods to return to the King, &c. If it 
were lawful for the King then in the time of Popery to ſeize up- 
on the Rents, Profits, and Poſſeſſions ot the Pope, Cardinal and 
others, it is much more lawful now for our King and Nobles to 
eize upon ſuch Goods aud Poſſeſſions as were given by Papiſts 
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in the time ol Popery, and are now wrongfully poſſeſſed and a- 
bulively nſed by others; 


Edward the third; It was propounded that all Alien Monks ſhou 


) 
1 i x 
Wood 


Ina Parliament holden the twentieth year of the raign of King 3 


depart England, whoſe Livings the King took into his hands. It. 


was alſo concluded by the Parliament ; That the Livings of all 6- 


thers, Strangers and Cardinals during their lives, the profits ſhould 


| 


be brought into the Kings hand. The Commons alſo denyed to. 
pay any payments to Cardinals in France, &c. belides the 


King took order by two of his Clergy ( viz. ) Jobn Stocks, and 


John Norton, to take into their hands all the Temporalities of all 
the Deanaries, Prebends, Dignities and Benefices being then va- 


cant in England and to anſwer the profits thereof unto the King. 


King William Rufus took certain Lands and Poſſeſſions from Can: 
terbury and diſpoſed of them to ſecular uſes. | 

In the eighth year of the raign of King Henry the fourth, it 
was petitioned to the Parliament, That the King might enjoy halte 


the prolits of every Parſons Benefice who was not relident thereon: 


But in the eleventh year of his raign the Commons put up a Bill 
unto the King to take the Temporal Lands from the Clegie mens 
hands or Poſſe ſſions; in which Bill it was declared that the Tem- 
poralities diſorderly waſted by men of the Clergy, might ſuffice 
to find to the King with maintenance 15. Earles, 500. Knights. 
6200. Eſquires, and 100. Almes houſes : To every Earl, 3000, 
Mark a year, to every Knight, 100. Mark and four plough lands, 
and to every Eſquire 40 Mark a year and two plough lands, and 
to every Almes houſe, 100. Mark a year : which lands is now 
(no doubt) worth double, if not treble to what they were 
then: For | have credibly informed by a Yorkſhire Eſquire, That 
when his Majeſtie was reſtored to the Crown, one Biſhoprick, 
that is the Biſh»prick of Durbam, If it had been ſet upon the rack 
rent, it was worth above hity thouſand pounds a year. This ſtory 
above, you may read in Mr, Fox his Acts and monuments of the 
Church in the ſtory of King Hey, 4. 

It is there alſo to be ſeen in the Hiſtory of King Hen. 8. That 
the King did injoyn every Vicar, Clerk, or Benefic'd man that had 
one hundred pounds a year, that he Could find a Scholar at the 
Univerſity, and he that had two hundred pounds a year ſhould 
find two Scholars at the Univerſity : Alſo in his raign it was 
complained of by the Commons againlt the Prelates andClergie for 
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their cruel proceeding Ex Officio, And for the remedy it was en- 
ated; That whoſoever did, or ſpeak any thing againſt eit her theif 
uſurped power or their Laws, D:crees, or Conſtitutions, 
which is not grounded upon the Holy Scripture, they ſhould there- 
tore ſtand in no dar ger, nor be impeached. 

Ring Richard the ſecond, propounded to Jean Wickbffe, M he- x;,, 
ther the Kingdom of England might lawfully detain the Treaſure of Ricaard a, 
the Kingdome from the Pope, He demanded the Church geods un- 
der pain of Cenſure-.-- Mr. Wick/:fe ſetting a part the Common 
Laws of England and the Civi. Law; It reſts (faith he) to 
prove the — pan by the Principles of Chiſts Law thus, E- 
very natural body hath power given of God to reſiſt ageinſt the 
contrary, and to preſerve it felf in due eſtate; inaſmuch as Bo- 
dies without life are indued with ſuch a kind of power, as hardneſs 
to reſiſt thoſe things that would break ir, and coldneſs to with- 
ſtand heat that would diſſolve it, foraſmuch then as the Kingdom 
of England, after the manner of phraſe of Scripture ought to be 
one Body, of which the King is head, and the Commenalty are 
the members thereof, It ſeemeth the ſame Kingdom head and: 
members, hath ſuch power given to them of God, and ſo much the 
more apparent, by how much the ſame body is more precious un- 
to God, adorned with virtue and knowledge z for ſo much then, 
a5 there is no powet given of God unto any Creature for any end 
or purpoſe, but that he may lawfully uſe the ſame to that end and 
purpoſe, It followeth, That our Kingdom may lawfully keep back 
and detain their Treaſure of Temporalities and Tythes, &c. for 
the defence of it ſelt in what caſe. ſoever neceſſity doth require the 
ſame, 

Secondly, the fame is proved by the Law of the Goſpel, for 
the Pope cannot challenge the Treaſure of this Kingdom ( no 
more can the Prelates challenge Temporalities or Tythes ) but 
under the title ot Almes, and conſequently under the preterce of 
works of mercy, according to the rule of Charity. But in the 
caſe aforeGid the title of Alms ought utterly to ceaſe , ergo, the 
right title of challenging the Treaſure of this Kingdom ought to 
ceaſe alſo in the preſuppofed neceſſity, and the Prelates and Cler- 

ie challenging Temporalities and Tythes ought to ceaſe alſs 

y the ſame reaſon : Foraſmuch as all Charity, hath its begin- 

ning of it ſelf ; it were no work of Charity, but of meer madneſs, 
to fend away the Treafure of the Realm unto other Nations, 
where- 
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whereby the Realm it ſelf may fall into ruine, under the pretence 
of ſuch a Charity: and is it not as much madneſs to ſuffer ſo many 
idle Drones to uſurp the Kingdomes, the Churches, and the Poors 
goods, ot temporalities and tythes, to ſpend on Coaches, and 
Horſes, Hawks, Dogs, and Hounds ? (I will not ſay Whores, 
Taverns, Cards and Dice ) Why ſhould not ſuch unfaithful Stew- 
ards give an account of their Stewardſhip ? 

It appears allo ( ſaith he) by this, That Chriſt , the Head of 
the Church. whom all Prelates and Prieſts ought to follow, he 
lived by the Alms of devout women, as in Lute 8. 2, 3. he hun- 
gred, and thiriled, was a ſtranger, and ſuſtained many other mi- 
ſeries, not only in his members, but alſo in his own body; He was 
poor, that ye through his poverty might be rich, 2 Cor. 8. g. 
Wherefore, in the firſt endowing of the Church wich Alms, what- 
ſoever he weae of the Clergy that had any temporal poſleſſtons, he 
had the ſame by way of Aimes ; as ſeveral Writings and Chroni- 
cles do witneſs : For, ( ſaith he) the Temporal Lords have pow- 
er to take away their Alms, when they ſee their Alms abuſed to 
riot and excels by ſome , and others, who are intereſted therein, 
ſuffer penury and want, by the Prelates and Clergy their unfaith- 
fulneſs in their Stewardſhips. 6 ä 

Carelus Magnus, that famous French King, had decreed in a 
Council, that only the Canonical Books of Scripture ſhould be 
read in Churches; and commanded the Biſhops, that they ſhould 
not ſuffer any other to be read, nor Preach themſelves any thin 
that did not agree with the word of God. And belides, he ordere 
the goods given to the Church. to be diſpoſed of ſo, That in 
wealthy places, two parts of the Church goods ſhould be given to 
the poor, and the third part to the Clergy : and that in poorer 
places, there ſhould be an equal diviſion between the poor and 
the Clergy. The good Lord, if it be his good will and pleaſure, 
put it into the hearts of all Chriſtian Kings and Princes to do the 
like. Mr. Fox ſaith, that Jſidor hath theſe words, Let Temporal 
Kings know, that they muſt give an account to God for the 
Church, which they have at the hands of Gad to govern; and if 
ſo, then it lies as a duty incumbent upon them, ſo that to 
free themſelves from the guilt of other mens fins, there is an 
abſolute neceſſity, That ſeeing the Church goods are abuſed, 


and nor diſpoſed of as they ought to be, as it is proved above z 


Therefore Kings and Nobles may not only lawfully, * are 
ourd 


' (ag) 

bound in duty to God, to take care to fave ſuch abuſes re- 
formed. 1 REL 

Charles the ſixth, the French King, made a Law, That the Charles . 
fruits and rents of Benefices, and other Penſions, and Biſhops. - 
goods, that departed from their charges, ſhould be brought in 
to the Kings uſe. 9 

About the year 1303-King Philip of France ſummoned a Par- King As- 
liament, where all the Piſhops were required within eight dayes'?+ 
after notice given, to appear, or elſe al their Temporal goods 
ſhould be ſeized into the Kings hand. By this it appears, That 
upon their diſobedience the King might take their Temporalities 
from them, if he ſo pleaſed. In which Parliament it was de- 
olared by Sir William Negareta, in behalf of the King, That sir 1 
for his Oaths ſake, that he made for defence of the Church, Xegar«:a: 
and becauſe the King was the Patron of the Church; Therefore 
he was bound not only to defend the Church (obſerve this well) he 
was bound not only to defend the Church, but to call in the goods 
of the Church, which was waſted by the Pope and Prelates means - 
And four years after, the Kord Petey de Cugneriss, in a Parliament, 1.1 Pete 
exhibited 65 Articles in the Kings behalf, againſt the Biſhops and ge cg 
Prelates of France, and the miſdemeanours of them and their Of ri. 
ficers and Courts. 

duch goods as were given to the Church by our Anceſtors ( ſaith hir. zo. 
Mr. Fox ) was neither ſo given, nor ſo taken, as to ſerve the pri- 
vate uſe ot Church men, but to ſerve the publick uſe of the poor 
and needy ; 2s is 10 be ſeen by the Canonical Inſtitution of the 
Emperour Lodovicus Pius, ſet forth in the year 830. in theſe words; x,4,,;;u; 
The goods of the Church be the Vows and bequeſts of the faithful, Pius. 
to ranſom ſuch as be in captivity or priſon, and the Patrimony to 
ſuccour them with Hoſpitality that be needy, &c. Whereas now 
the Hoſpitality that is uſed, is to feaſt ſuch as need not, ſuch as are 
able to feaſt the Prelates again: and the poor and needy, if they 
get any thing, it is ſuch ſcraps as they give to their Hounds and 
Spanniels, n p | 

To this purpoſe is the teſtimony of Proſper; Good men 
(C ſaith he 58 the goods of — Church, * as their own, 
but to diſtribute them, as bequeathed to the poor; For whatſoever 
( ſaith he) tue Church hath, it hath in common with ſuch as have 


nothing; &c. 5 
ere 
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There was four and fifty of the Nobles of Bohemia and Mora- 
via, Confederate together, who in an Exhortation to Kings and 
Princes to ſtir them vp to the Zeal of the Goſpel z they ſaid, That 
© the Devil as he tempted Chriſt, by ſhewing him all the Xing- 
* dorms of the World and the glory thereof (but did not prevail) 
© But the Devil hath prevailed and deceived the Pope and al Prelates 
and Prieſt, with the Riches of the World and worldly power; and 
they ſtirup Kings and Princes to make Warre againſt us, nor 


ad Mora" < that the Cht iſtian faith ſh: uld thereby be defended, but for fear 


via. 


* their ſecret vices and hereſies ſhould be diſcovered : Whereby 
© for reward they pretend that they have power by Prayers and 
Maſſes to deliver Souls out of Purgatory: Thus they become 
© Merchants of Prayers and Maſſes tor money, and every one that 
taketh rewards to.Redcem Souls out of Purgatory, do therewith- 
© all caſt their ownSouls down toHell,& they that give any thing to 
that end,doaltogether loſe their gift, and with ſuchdivelliſh Tubtil- 
© ties as theſe, the Pope with all his Frelates and Prieſts, have de- 
* ceived, , ſpoiled and dilinherited , Kings, Princes, Lords aud 
* Knights, and good Houſcholders and many others, of their law- 
© ful Inheritances, becauſe their Anceſtors and. Progenitors gave 
© their Lands to wars 4p. Monaſteries and Churches, that they 
might make Memorials ef them, and to ling Prayers and Maſſes 
© for their Souls, that they might be redeemed out of Purgatory : 
and with ſuch ill gatten goods the Biſhops, and Prelates, and 
© the reſt of the Clergie are made ſo rich, that ſo long as they have 
© ſuch Goods and Lands, they will never teach you the true founda- 
* tion of true Religion, which is againſt their holding or enjoying 
© ſuch temporal Eltates. 5o that now, except our Prelates could 
prove that there is a Purgatory, and that for the Lands they hold, 
they both have done, and can deliver Souls out of Purgatory, what 
claim or title can they lay to thoſe Lands that were given upon 
that account, or what reaſon can they ſhew why the King and 
Temporal Lords may not lawfully take their own again for cke 
uſes formerly named? 
Now therefore ſay they, Le Nobles, Kings, Princes, Lords and 
* all ye Commonatty rich and poor, if you have been a ſleep, yer 


| * now awake, and behold the ſubtilty of the Divel, how he hath 


* blinded the Prelates for Lucre ſake, and take again that which 
*is yours and not theirs; ana they alfo receive Tythes, and ſay, 
that men are bound to give them, and yet cannot prove, that 

Chriſt 


T7 
Chriſt, the Apoſtles or the ſeventy Diſciples received any, but 
their ts Peaks will not follow : They ſay by Prayers 
and Maſſes, they can redeer ſouls out of Purgatory, and yet by 
all their Prayers and Maſſes, they cannot redeem a man out of an 
Earthly Prion 


Having hitherto- ſhewed the Opinion and Pradtiſe of 
twenty Kings, and of the U niverfities of Prague and 
Oxford, and of fifty four of the Nobles of Bohe- 
mia «wud Moravia ; 1ſball now produce other Au- 
thors. 


M* Latimer, in a Leiter to King Henry the eighth againſt ,,,. ;..._ 
the Biſhops. who pretend to be guides and leaders of o- wer. 
thers ( Gith he ) and yet will neither preach the Truth them- 
ſelves as they are bound to do, nor fuffer others that would do 
it, to whom is due that Woe pronounced, Ma. 23. 13. for 
they will not only ( ſaith he) debar the word of God from men, 
but alſo by their ſubtile Wileneſs the inſtru, move, and pro- 
yoke, in a manner all Xings in Chriſtendom, to aid ſuccour, and 
help them in their miſchiefs, and eſpecially in this your Realm as 
far as in them lyeth, they blind the Kings leige people with their 
Laws and Cuſtoms and Ceremonies, in ſtead of teaching them the 
word of God, Therefore he exhorteth his Majeſtie above all things 
to conſider the life and proceedings of Chriſt and his Apoſtles, and 
to compare theſe mens doings with theirs, and alwayes to have 
in his mind this golden rule, The Tree is known by his fruit, for 
by this you may truly know and diſcern who are the true follows 
ers of Chriſt and his Apoſtles, in preaching and living, and who 
are pretenders only, for by their fruits you may know them, 
whether they imitate Chriſt and his Apoſtles, in preaching, in po- 
verty, and humility : Your Grace may conſider what craft the 
Spiritualty, as they will be called, imagin to break and withFand 
the Acts made in your laſt 67 Oy: agiinſt their Super fluities; 
Where- 
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Whhrefore they that ſo do, your Grace may know them not to 
be the followers ot Chriſt, for Chriſt doth not promiſe true and 
faithful Preachers worldly promotion and dignity, but tribulati- 
on, Fohn 16. 33. for where the word of God is truly preached, 
there is perſecution. 

Therefore pleaſeth it your Grace ta return to this golden rule, 
By their fruits you ſhall know them, for where you ſee perſecati- 
on, there is the Goſpel and there is the all Truth, and they that do 
perſecute, are void of Grace, and without Truth, they will not 
abide the light, becauſe their deeds are evil, Fohz 3. 20. the rich- 
es of the world hath olinded the eyes of their hearts, that they ſee 
not the clear light of the Scripture, though they bable of ir never 
ſo much : Wherefore good King (faith he) ſeeing God hath ſent 
his ſervants, true Miniſters andPreachers ot his word, ſet not theſe 
worldly men make your Grace believe that their preaching will 
cauſe Inſurrection, Herelie or Miſchief, as they imagin in their 
mad brains, leſt God be avenged upon you and your Realm, as 
he hath ever been upon them who hath withſtood his word : My 
purpoſe is ( ſaith he) for the love I have to God and the true al- 
leagiance l ow unto your Grace, not to hide my Talent, but to 
chaffer with it that it may increaſe to the pleaſure of God, to ex- 
hort your Gace to avoid and beware of thoſe miſcheivons Flatter- 
ers, and their abominable wayes and Counſele; for there are ſome, 
that for fear of loſing their worldly worſhip & honour, will nat be 
convinced-ro leave their opinion: ut let theſe men remember, that 
Paul as well as they, both thought and called Truth Herelie, be- 
fore his Converlion, but after, he ſpent his ſtrength and life to de- 
tend that which before he perſecuted,and | am ſure ſaith he) Paul 
before his Converſion, was as holy an4 perfect in the outward 
works of the Law, as any of theſe Biſhops are now : Wherefore, 
Gracious King, take heed of them, and do nothing plealing in 
your own light without Gods word; remember your ſelf, and 
pity your own Soul, and think that the day is even at hand, when 
you [hall give an account of your Office; at which day, that you 
may {ſtand ſtedfaſt, and have your Quietus eſt, Sealed with the 
blood of Chriſt, is my daily prayer co him that (ſuffered death for 
our (ins, to whom be all honour and praiſe for ever, Amen. 
Thus much of Mr. Latimer his Letter to King Hen. 8. 

Eneas Siluius, before he was Pope, in a Letter to the Rector 
of the Univerſicy of Collin, he ſaid, Toa true Chriltian indeed 


nothing 
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nothing ought to be more deſired , than the (incericy and pure 
neſs of Faith given us of Chriſt be kept of all men immaculate, and 
if at any time, any thing be attempted againſt the true Doctrine of 
the Golpel, the people ought with one conſent to provide lawful 
remedy and every man to bring with hiza ſome water to quench 
the general fire ; neither muſt we fear ( ſaith he) how we be 
hated or envyed ſo we bring the truth with us, we muſt refiſt eve- 
ry man to his face, whether he be Pax or Peter, if he walk not 
directly to the rule of the Goſpel---- This is part of Exeas his 
Letter, which I think, with Mr. Latimer's Letter above, is ſuf- 
ficient to juſtiſie my Innocency in what | have done in collecting of 
ſo many reverend Authors, io ſhew what their judgement and 
practiſe hath been according to the word of God, though it be not 
according to the practiſe ot our Prelates now. Julian 

As all good works are wonderful, ſaith Julian Palmer, ſo this palmer- 
in particular, That God hath in all ages ſtirred up ſome to bear % 
witneſs to the Truth againſt thoſe Uſurpers who have, and do rob 
and ſpoile both Kings and Kingdoms, by unjuſt deteyning Lands 
and Poſſeſſions, &c. in their hands, to which they have no tight; 
and do buy falſe Gloſſes, Excommunications, Impriſonments, Ba- 
niſhments, Scourging, Pilloring, Perſecuting by open violence 
and ſecret practiſes abuſe the {imple ſheep of Thrift, that do en- 
deavour to ſerve God,and to diſcover their falſe uſurped wayes,ra- 
ther then they will depart with their diſhoneſt gain, and have their 
Kitchin cooled, their Coffers emptied, or their Rents and Reve- 
nues abated. 

The fourth of September i 558. Three or four hundred Chri- 21. Prote2 
flians being aſſembicd in Paris in France, to worſhip God in a font 
private meeting, they were ſeiſed upon, and ſome eſcaped and Gesch at 
ſome weretaken and impriioned; Who, wrote a Letter to the Pn. 
King, declaring out of divers Hiſtorics, hat afflitions and calami- 
ties trom time to time had befallen the Enemies and hinderers of 
Gods worſhip, for their reliſting che free paſſage of the Goſpel ; 
Shewing alſo, chat when the Niue did by his Edict kinder the free 
worſhip and ſervice of od, then did God ſend War and other 
Calamities upon him and his Kingdom: and when he ceaſed the 
execution of ſuch Edictꝭ, then he proſpered sccording to his own 
delires, as long as the true worthip of God and his Ordinances 
took place. And in the Pricaztive Church, while Prelates and Mi- 
niſters were of ſmall Wealth, 3 ſonghi not their own profit, 
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but the glory of God and his Ordinances, ſo long the Truth proſ- 
pered and prevailed ; but ſince the Pope and Prelates began to be 
Prince like, and to uſurp Dominion over the Emperour and Kings, 
they have turned the Scripture from the true ſence, and have at- 
tributed the ſervice to themſelves, which we ow unto God, fra- 
ming a worſhip according to their own fancy, for their private ad- 
vantage to maintain their uſurped Dignities, Juriſdictions and Poſ- 
ſeſſions : Wherefore your Majaeſty may with good and ſafe Con- 
ſcience, ſeize upon all their Temporalities and Benefices, ang imploy 
them to to theia righa uſe, which is, for your own affairs, for 
the ſafety of the Kingdom, and the eaſement of your poor Sub- 
jets, which alone bear the burthen, and for the relief of the poor, 
whereas now there is an infinite number in your Kingdom which 
occupie the greateſt and chiefeſt benefices which never deſerved a- 
ny part of them: And conlider, that alwayes thoſe Emperours 
and Xings have the beſt proſpered, that imbraced the true Chriſti- 
an Faith, for the Kings Throne is eſtabliſhed in Righteouſneſs, 
Prov. 16. 20. & 28. 

The true and only way, Sir, ( ſay they) to remedy and re. 
dreſs theſe grievances is, that you call a general Councel in your 
Kingdom, your ſelf being the chief, in which, every thing tending 
to che worſhip and ſervice of God may be tried by the word ot 
Toa in which Council men of parts and faithfulneſs to God 
ſrouſd be heard for G od,” and choſe that enjoy ſuch Dignities and 
Poſſeſſions, be heard how they can prove their holding them by 
the Scripture to be lawful, or elſe to part with them ?: And your 
Mxjeſty, or ſome whom you may appoint, not corrupted, nor 
incereſted 10 either party, but indifferunt, may report to your 
Mxjefty the true ſence of the Scripture without portiality, and af. 
ter, according to the example of David, Solomon , Feheſbaphat, 
Hrxrbah and Fofiah, you may remove out of the Church al Ido- 
htry, Superſtion, Will-worſhip and humane Inventiom, which 
n contrary to holy Scripture, for God will not own any Plant 
in his Church that is not of his own planting : Here was good 
Cooncil if it had taken place, but mark what followed; Anne 
du Burg,a Councellor at Law, Loys du Farr, a Councellor alſo 
who did ſolicite and intercede in the behalf of thoſe impriſoned 
Chriſtians, were both apprehended: and caſt into priſon z the Kin 
ina rage threatning au Burg, that he with his own eyes would 
ſee him burnt, but God prevented him, for the ſame day that he ſo 

threat- 
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threatned, the in his Juſting and breaking theje Spears, the 
King received kis Deaths-wound, and it was reported, tet the | 
King (aid ke wes ſtriken for caſting the poor Chriſtians wrongfully 
in priſon, This was Henry the ſec od French King. Origentaith, 9, fn. 
That Princes will not beleive that ochete have fallen by ſuch means 
until they fall themſelves. | 

And they ſaid further, If the Emperonr Antonius, a Pagan 
and an Idolator, ſecing himſelf wrept with Wars, ceaſed the 
Perſecution which was againſt the Chriſtians, and determined to 
hear their Cauſes aud Reaſons, how much more ought you that 
bear the name of moſt Chiſtian King, to be careful and diligent 
to ceaſe the Perſecution againſt poor Chriſtians, for until you 
have heard and lawtully debated our Reaſons taken out of Scrip- 
ture, how can your Majeſty judge us worthy of ſach puniſhments, 
for hi e are governed by the word ot God neither Fire nor 
Sword, nor the crucleſt torments can make us afraid. 

Chri(tians may learn good InſtruQions from ſome of the hex- 
then; 1 will name ſome Chriſtian- like expreſſions of this Pagan 
Antonius, he wrot twelve Books, in the firſt Book he ſaid. Let it 
be thy inceſſant care as a Roman, as a man, to perform whatſoever it 
is that thou att about with true and unfeigned gravity, natural af- 
ſection, freedom and juſtice, and go about every action as thy laſt 
action, free from all vanity, all paſſionate and wilful sberration 
from neaſon,and from all Hypocriſie and ſelf-love: And in another 
place he ſaith; Whatſoever thou Loſt affect, wharſoerer thou doſt 
project ſo do, & ſo project all as one, who for ought thou knoweſt 
may at this preſent depart out oſ this Like: And as for Death, If there 
be any Gods, it is not grie vous thing to leave the Society ot Men, 
the Gods will do thee no hurt; and if there be no Gods to take 
care of the world, why ſhould I delire to live ina world void ot 
Gods, and all divine Providence. 

Again ( faith he.) do nothing contrary to the Community, nor 
whdkou due examination , — 1 Let thy God 
chat is in thee, rule over thee, and ſind by thee that he hath to do 
with a man, a fociable man, a Neman, one that hath ordered his 
life, as expecting nothing but the Trumpet founding a Retreat out 
out of this life with all readineſs: Again (faith he) without 
relation unto od, chou ſhalt never perform aright any] thing 
— nor any thing divine without ſome gefec to things 
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If any body ( ſaith he) ſhall reprove me and make it uppear un- 


to me, that in any action or opinion of mine I do erte, I will gladly 
reitact, for it is the Truth that I ſeek after, by which I am ſure ne- 
ver any man was hurt, and as ſure that he js hurt that continues 
in any error of ignorance whatſoever ; one thing chere is and that 


only that is worth our while in this world and ought by us much 


to be eſteemed, and that is according to Righteouſneſs meekly and 


and lovingly to converſe with falſe and unrighteous men. Thy 


life is almoſt at an end, ſo live henceforth as indifferent to the world 


and all worldly objects, let them behold and ſee a man that is a 
man indeed, living according to the true nature of a man, and if 
they cannot bear with me, let them kill me, for better it were to 
dye then to live as they would have me, for all worldly things 
are but as the ſmoke that vaniſheth away, or indeed meer ne- 
thing---- Thus much of Aarcus Aurelius Antonius his Chriſtian- 
like experſſions. 

Mr. Jobn Frith a Martyr, in his anſwer to the Preface of Mr. 
Moor's Book page 116. faith, That before the Church was en- 
dowed with honours, there was none would be a Biſhop but ſuch 
as had a love and zeale to the Flock, that he could be content to 
ſhed his blood for them, for in the Primitive Church the firſt thir- 
ty Biſhops of Rome, there was twenty of them or more that ſuffer- 
ed Martyrdome, but in Conſtantines time, and ſince that, they en- 
joyed peace, and the Church was endowed with temporal polleli. 
ons, They ( ſaith Mr. Frith ) that were worſt both in learning 


and in their lives laboured molt for ſuch places, for ſuch as were 


virtuous would not entangle themſelves with the vain Pride of this 
world. 

It is recorded in Hyſtories of Paulinus the firſt Biſhop of 
Tork, and Fames his Deacon, that they were ſo void of care for 
worldly things, and ſo free from Coveteouſneſs, that they refuſed 


Amonius poſſe ſſions being proffered unto them. 
c of bis Alſo about the year 383, Ammoniut a holy Monk being 
—_— Rome, he was ſo little taken with their great Pomp, and 


* Biſhop, Out ward ſhew of Holyneſs, that beeing ſolicited to take 2 


Biſhoprick,, he fled out ſecretly and cut off his own Eare, 
that. he might by wanting .a member, have a Canonical Im- 
pediment, not to be a Biſhop---- This Ammenius came forth of 
the Deſart of Mount Nitria. 

About 


About the year 638. Oſwald King of Northumberland, ſent into 
Scotland for a Bilhopnamed Adanys, x Learned and pious man, 
and about the year 646. Oſwie, brother and ſucceſſor of Oſwald, 
becauſe the Biſhop ſhould go ino longer on foot; as he was accu- 
ſtomed to do, the King gave bim a Horle, bridle, ſaddle, and trap- 


pings. But not long after, the Biſhep riding abroad, and meeting a fin 
poor man, who craved the Biſhops charity, and ke having nothing gaz. 1 
elſe to give, lighted off his horſe, and gave him to the Beggar, horſe 0 K 
and went. again on foot himſelf, as he was accuſtomed to do. Theſe Bg. 


examples do inform us, what manner of perſons Biſhops were 
in thoſe dayes, the. firſt 690 years after Chriſt, in poverty and hu- 
mility imitating Chriſt and his Apoſtles : but Bifhops in theſe lat- 
ter dayes do rather imitate Lucifer for Pride, Achan and Gebazs 
for Covetouſneſs, and Balaam, who loved the wages of iniquity, 
more like than followers of Chriſt and his Apaitles in Patience, Po- 
verty, and Humility : By their fruits you may know them, faith 
our Saviour, 


Mr. Elmer, in his Harbor for faithful Subjects, Come off, Mr.z1mer. 


you Biſhops, ſaith he z away with your ſuperfluities z yield up 
your Thouſands, be content with hundreds, as they are in other 
Reformed Churches, where there be as great Learned men as you 
arc ; Let your portion be Prieſt-like, and not Prince-like ; and 
let the Queen have the relt of your Temporalitics to maintain 
Warrs, and build Schools, that every Pariſh may have a preach- 
ing Miniſter, which will never be, except your Lands be beſtowed 
upon many, Which now doth. but feed and fat one. When the 
lame man asked an Almes as Peter and Fohn went into the Temple, 
Peter anſwered, Silver and Gold have | none, and Paul was ſo far 
from having a Lord(hip , that the labour of his own hands mini- 
ſtred to his neceſſity. If the Apoſtles of Chriſt had no temporal 
poſſeſſions, why ſhould our Prelates have ſo great? 


Of the unfaithfulneſs of Prelates, Eraſmus in Epiſt. Apologetica, Eraſmusy 


maketh mention of a Noble man, who purpoſed to ſee Jeruſalem 
before his death; wherefore he left his wife and family, his 
Lands and Lordſhips in truſt with an Archbiſhop to take care of 
them, but it ſo happened, the Nobleman died in his journey, 
whereof, when the Archbiſhop knew, he ſeized into his hands 
all the Noble mans Lordſhips, Caltles, and Pofſeſſions , and not 
therewith content, he laid ſiege to a Fort into which the Widow 
was fled for refuge, where the with her child was flain _ 
| ory 


— — 


Faſper 


foty was not ſo before Eraſmw's time, but that there 
were Nephicws of that Noble man alive; toreſtifie the truth, And 
thus have the Prelates done; 4s touching their, Temporalities, 
they have been inruſted with them as .Stewards for the Church 
of Believers, for thoſe only that belieye,are the Church, and for the 
poor, and they have converted, or rather perverted all to their 
own uſe, and to their abuſe of all the temporal poſſe ſſious. 

Farper Bruſchio, in Chronologia Monaſter torum Germany,maketh 


Bruſechio. mention of a Monaſtery of Cafterian Monks in the borders of 


Clement. 


Suevis, about the year 1130. which Monaſtery was endowed wich 
large poſſeſſi ons and great ptiviledges by the Founders, upon this 
Condition, that they ſhould receive with free Hoſpitality, any 
ſtrangers either horſe or foot tor one nights lodging, but this 
hoſpitality did not long continue, through the ſubtilty of one 
Monk, who took upon him to play the Devils part, ratling in 
chains, and makirg 4 fearful noiſe where the ſtrangers lay to fright 
them, by reaſon whereof no traveller durſt there abide. At length 
( as God would have it) one of the Earls of the houſe of 
eMontfort, « Benefactor to the ſame Abbey was there lodged, 
in the Night the Monk did coumerteit to play the Devils 
part as before, thundring, bouncing on boards, and ratling 
ehains, but after after a while the Earl took heart, and running 
for his ſword, laid about him, and followed the noiſe : ſo that the 
Monk that transformed himſelf into a Devil in jeſt, was ſlain in 
good earneſt. 

John Segovins in the Council of Baſil, declared, that it was the 
ſaying of Clement, That he that liveth rebelliouſſy negleRing to 
do good, he is rather a member of the Devil, than of Chriſt, and 
rather an [afidel than a true believer ; which ſaying he applyed 
ap1inſt Pope Exgenias. Now let all wile and impartial men judge, 
whether the Prelates do not live in open Rebellion againſt Chrig 
himſelf, and againſt Chriſt in his members z for they neither obey 
the words of Chriſt, who forbids Church Officers, Lordſhip and 
Dominion, ſaying to his Apoſtles, It ſhall not be ſo among you , 
Mat. 22. 25, 35. Neither will they ſuffer the Servants of Chriſt 
to worſhip him according to his own holy Inſtitutions, but as tar 
as in them lieth, by Cenſures and Excommunications, by impriſon- 
ment and baniſhment, &c. they would compell men to worſhip 
God in Ceremonial wayes of their own deviſing, ſetting their 
Threſholds by Gods Threfhold, and their Poſts by Gods Poſts, 

and 
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and ſo defile the ſervice of God, as in Ezck. 43. 7,8. in eqtal- 
ling their own Canons and Inſtitutions with the Canons and 
Inſtitutions of the Scriptures, or rather above them; ſo that by 
Clement, and John Segovius Teſtimony, they by ſo doing are 
rather members of the Devil than of Chriſt, and rather Inhdels 
than true Beleevers, and if not Beleevers, then no members of 
the Church, and ſo have no intereſt in the Temporalities and 
Tythes that was given to the Church and for the relief of the 
Poor. | 

Iſidor, in the book of the Councels, declareth that in an Epiſtle 
of Clement the ſucceſſor of St. Peter, that he applyed the ſaying 
of Peter unto himſelf, which was this; It thou be occupyed in 
worldly cares, thou ſhalt both deceive thy ſelt, and thoſe that 
hear thee z for ſo thou canſt not diſtribute thoſe things which 
pertain unto Salvation; and it is to be feared, that our Prelates 
minde the things of this world more than the things of God : 
For Cardinal eAralatenſes ſaid in the Councel of Baſſil, at this £97474! 
time ( ſaith he) the more is the pity, it is hard to find a Prelate ow 
in the world which doth not prefer his Temporalities before his” © 
Spir itualities, withi the love of which they are ſo drawn, that 
they ſtudy more to pleaſe Princes, than to pleaſe God, and con- 
feſs God in corners, but Princes openly; and upon this account 
it was that John Wickisffe and John Huſs (aid, that Kings and 
Princes and Lords Temporal are bound under the pain of Dam- 
nation, to take away the Temporalities from the Prelates,to free 
themſelves from the guilt of Prelates (ins, that they fall not in 
the ſame condition with them. 

For it is moſt manifeſt, that Prelates act againſt the light of 
their own Cenſciences; as Stephen Gardiner the Biſhop of Min- 
cheſter upon his death bed; the Biſhop of Chicheſter came to 
him and began to comfort him with the promiſes ot free Inflitu- 
tion in the blood of Chriſt , which the Biſhop of Wincheſter 
hearing ſaid, What, my Lord, will you open that gap new, then 
farewel altogetber, to me, and to ſuch other in my caſe you may 
ſpeak of it, but if you open that window unto the Þ cople, then fare- 
wel altogether. Thus it ſerves to maintain their dignities by 
keeping the People ina blind Ceremonial way of Superſtit ious 
worſhip, they had rather all the People ſhould be damned in Ig- 
norance, than to make the Truth of the Goſpel known unto 


them. 
E The 
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The Biſhop of Burden ind Jobn Segonins both, in the Couneel 
Baſſi (aid, That the Popes greateſt tit le is to be Servant to Gods 
Servant,, and ſo of all other Prelates, and not to be Lords over 
Gods heritage. 2 Pet. 5, 3. It fhall not be ſo among you, Matth. 
20. 26. for Chriſt came not to be miniſtred unto, but to miniſter, 
and ſo the Servant is not above his Lord, it is enough that 
the Servant be as his Lord, and that is, ro have no Tempo- 
ralities, unleſs they will declaim Chris ſervice, for as Ber- 
nard (aid to Pope Eugenius, they cannot have both, Math. 
10. 25. 


St. Bernard declared in his ſecond Book to Pope Eugenius 


Zagenius. that he could not challenge any ſecular Dominion by right of 


Ery/cffom. 


Succe ſſi on to Peter, but be it ſo, that you challenge it by ſome 
ether way or means, by right of your Title Apoltolical, you 
cannot challenge it, neither can Prelates as pretending to be the 
Apoſtles Succeſſors, for how ( ſaith he ) could Peter give that 
to yon which he had not himſelf : Silver and Gold ( (aith he) 
have I none, but ſuch as have I give thee : that which he had 
ſaith Bernard was care over the Church, but he did not give 
you Lordſhip and Rule over Gods Heritage, but behaving your 
ſelf as example to the Flock; and that theſe words were ſpoken 
not only in humility but in verity, mark what Chriſt ſaith; The 
Kings of the Gentiles exerciſe Dominion, but it ſhall not be ſo 2- 
mong you : here Lordſhip and Dominion is forbidden to the A- 
poſtles, and dareſt thou uſurpe the ſame ? li thou wilt be a Lord 
thou ſhalt loſe thy Apoſtleſhip, or if thou wilt be an Apoſtle 
thou ſhalt loſe thy Lordſhip; for traly thou ſhalt depart one of 
ther; if thou wilt have both, then think thy ſelf to be one of 
thoſe that God complains of, They hav reigned but not by me, 
they are become Princes and I know it not, Tioſ. 8. 4, Lordſhip 
and Rule is forbidden, Miniſtration and Service is commanded, 
Chryſoſlom, in Opere Imperfecto, faith that a true Preacher 
ought not to ſwerve trom the word of God to the right hand or 
to the left, for they that do either add or diminiſh, do endeavour 
to be wiſer than Chrisi, as if Chriſt had not in his word laid 
gown ſufficient rules both {or the matter and the manner of his 
own worſhip how he will be worſhiped : Chriſt faith his ſhee 
hear his voice, and à Stranger they will not follow, but flee 
from him, for they know not the voice of a Stranger, John 
10. 4, J. Now our Prelates do not keep cluſe tothe word of 


God 
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God as Chyſoftom faith, but teach us ro worſhip God by Ceremo- 
nies of Surplices, Croſſiags, Crouching and kneeling ſome- 
times, and by ſtanding up other whiles, and the like, which is 
not the voice of Chriſt, that the ſheep of Chriſt do know, but 
the voice of Strangers which the ſheep 6t Chriſt know not, and 
therefore they flee from them: beſides to t quire the Servants of 
Chriſt to ſwear their Canonical obedience ro ſuch things, it is 
not the voice of Chriſt, but the voice of Strangers to require the 
ſame, and thoſe that follow them cannot thereby prove them- 
ſelves to be the ſheep of Chriſt, but rather the contrary, for the 
ſheep of Chriſt do flee from Strangers. 

Ic is recorded by Polecroricon lib. 5. chap. 10. that about the „ 
year 610. John Patriach of Alexandria, he was lo merciful to © 
the Poor and Needy ,that he counted them his Maſters, and him- 
ſelf their Servant and Steward, in diſtriburirg the Church goods p 
unto them; he was woont twice a week to Mt at his door al the eh of 
day long, to take up matters and make Peace and Unity where Alexa. 
there was variances, nnd waiting all one day and no body came, . 
he lamented, that all that day he had done no good. ; 

About the year 600. Huſtia the Monk, Biſhop of Canterbary, 
ſent to Pope Gregory, to know how the Gifts and Oblations gi- Pope 
ven to the Church ought to be divided; unto which Gregory an- Gregory 
ſwered, That the manner of the Sea Apoſtolical, was to warn his order 
and charge all ſuch as were Ordeyned Biſhops, that of all their zo dj 
Stipends, or what was given to the Church, io divide it into four Church 
part.; one part to the Biſhop for Hoſpitality, another ro the goods in 
Clergy, and another to the Poor, and the fourth part for the parte. 
repairing of Churches : You muſt, ſaich Gregory, obſerve this 
I ſtitution which was practiſed by the firſt Fathers of the Pri- 
mitive Church, among whom there was not one that —_ 
ny thing his own of all that he did poſſeſs. But can there 
one Biſhop now found in all the world that doth ſo, but what 
once they get poſſeſſion of, they make all their own, right or 
wrong: by this primitive Inſtitutien, as Gregory ſai h, it appears 
that our Prelates have broken the Condition for which goods 
were g'ven to the Church, and therefore our King and Nobles 
may juſtly take them again. 

Alſo, about tt e year 747. Cutbert Biſhop of Canterbury or- Cutbers 
dered that once a year every Biſhop ſhould viſit all the Pariſhes Biſkop of 
in his Dioces, and that Prieſts ſhould not have the diſpoſing of Canter- 
E 2 decu· bury. 
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Secular matters, and that Alqms ſhould not be neglected, though 
at that time they were ApoltatiCed from the primitive Principles, 
there till remaining ſome tinctures and ſmatterings of the primi- 
tive Inſtitution concerning the Alas of the poor out of the 
Church goods, that it was not altogether neglected and forgot- 
ten as it is now. 

For now, as Peter Pleſenſis Arch - Deacon of Bath, ſaid in his 
Treatiſe dedicated to the Bilkop of Worceſter, of the Inititution 
of a Bithop, about the year 1160. That certain Biſhops abuſive, 
ly call the Liberalitie at d Alms of Kings, &c. beſtowed on them, 
Baronyes and Royalties, and themſelves Barons, it being an 
action of moſt (ſhameful ſervitude, the Lord may juſtly ſay of 
them, They have reigned but not by ine, Hoſ. 8. 4. bat thou muſt 
know, thou haſt taken upon thee the Office of a Shepherd, and 
not of a Barron; Let another diſpatch thy temporal affairs; for 
the mind conſecrated to divine ſervice ought to be free trom 
worldly imployment: All the care of Prelates is to increaſe 
their Rents, ba the voice ofChriſt to Biſhops is, If thou love me, 
feed my ſheep not if thou love me, till thy Land, nor increaſe 
thy Rents, and build high houſes: no, thou arc ſet over the Souls 
of men, and not over their Bodies as a Baron or Temporal Lord, 
therefore thou myſt not make thy ſelf a Lord. over them but a 
Servant. 

Angelo Cararo, ſpeaking to the Pope and Prelater, faith it is 
but reaſonable that Princes ſhauld imploy their Authority 10 
make them leave that baſe and vile Avarice that is among them, 
which is diſpleaſing to the whole world: but unleſs they go about 
it roundly in exprels terms, laying alide all Civility, it will be 
difficult to bring it about; he ſaith that the affairs of the Cham- 
ber of Rome is luch a Gulfe, that it ſwallows, up all one hath, 
and whence nothing can be redeemed no more than out of Hel). 
This Angelo Cararo, was a Venetian and had been at Rome, his 
Book was printed 5 or 6 years agoe. 

Richard, Arch- Biſhop of Canterbury, about the year 1231, 
complained to the Pope, That Benefic'd men within Orders had 
many Benefices joyned with Cure of Souls, and that. they alſo 
took example of Biſheps, and did intermedle with ſecular mat- 
ters: lc may ſeem ſtrange that in time of Popery complaint 
ſhould be made to the Pope againſt the Clergy for holding Plu- 


rality of Zenctices, and now men can ſwallow them down with- 
out 
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out raining at ſuch Camels, without check of conſcience, yea, 
in ſome places a Biſhoprick is not thought ſufficient without 
a Commendum of ſome Parſonage of five or fix hundred pounds 
a year joyned to it z and thus the goods of the Church and poor 
are waſted. 
la a Bock Intituled The ſupplication of Beggars, written by Si. Simon 
mon Fiſh, and preſented to King Hen. 8. therein it was declared, Fiſh. 
that Purgatory is a thing invented by the Coverous Clergy, on- 
ly to tranf] ute the Linds and Temporal Eitues of Kings, Princes, 
Lords, K ights, Eſquires, c&c, into their own hands, tor praying 
for them to deliver their ſouls out of Purgatory, for what maa 
is there in the word that is once deluded to believe that there is 
a Purgatory, and to believe that the Maffes and Prayers of the 
prelates and Clergy can deliver them out of that burning fire; 
but that, when he is dying, and can hold his Eſtate no longer, 
that will not give one halt, or a great part thereof unto theſe 
Merchants of mens ſouls, rather than lye burning im theſe tor- 
menting flames for ſome thouſands of yeares after death, as the 
P:elates make them to believe they mult ; and by this way of 
Delution, the Prelates have gotten the beſt Loreſhips into their 
hands, to the valve of well nigh half the Kingdome ? Why then 
ſhould not the King, Princes, and Lords, &c. take agiin that 
which is their own, which their Predeeeſſors have been ſo cheat- , 
ed our of, and the conditions failing for which they were given, 
And beſides, their DoQrine of Juſtification by works, made 
others to give Lands for the reliet of the poor, thinking thereby 
to be Juſtihed , which Lands were delivered into the Biſhops and 
Prelates hands, in truſt as ſtewards for the poor, ſuppoling they 
would be faithful ſtewards in diſtributing thereof ; the which 
Lands the Prelates have converted to their own uſe, and pretend 
a title thereunto, bat ir is an uſurped title: But what remedy is 
there to relieve us, your poor, blind, ſick, lame, and diſeaſed 
Beads-men ? ro make more Hoſpitals ? Nay truly, the more the 
worſe ; for the fat of the whole Foundation hangeth on the Pre- 
lates and Clergies beards; for divers of your Płedeceſſors and 
Nobles have given Lands, to have a certain ſum of Money, given 
yerrly to the poor, whereof, for the antiquity of the time the 
conditions are forgotten, ſo that they give not one penny; they 
likewiſe gave them to have certain Maſſes ſaid for them daily, 
Whereof they ſay never a one. If the Abbots of gy " | 
mould! 
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ſhould (ing every day as many Maſſes as they are bound to do 
by the Founders, a thouſand Monks were too few : Wherc- 
fore, if your Grace will build a ſure Hoſpital, never ta fail 
to relieve your poor Beads-men, then take from them all 
theſe things: this, with much more to this purpoſe, was in that 
Supplicat ion. 

t Pope Innocent 4th required that all Beneficed men in England 

ope i. which were reſident, ſhould pay to the Pope a third part of 

nocent. their goods or Profits, and N-1n-relidents the one half, for three 

years together. And it is molt certain, that our King and Nobles 

within his Majeſties Dominions, have a thouſand times more 

right to recave theſe profits, than either Pope or Prelate; for 

Popes and Prelates areUſurpers , their Predeceſſors having poſ- 

ſeffed themſelves thereof by deceitful Deluſion; therefore our 

King and Nobles may juſtly require their own Temporalities 

again, Which their Predeceſſors were ſo delnded of, the Pre- 

lates baving been ſuch unfaithful Stewards, it is but juſt that the 

King, Princes, and Eords do require them to give account of their 
Stewardſhep, that they may be no longer Stewards. 

The teſts- In the Year 1537. or thereabour , Thomas Archbiſhop of 

mony of Canterbury, and Edmond Biſhop of York and to the number of 

21 Bi-. one and twenty Biſhops, and eight Arch-deacons, and ſeventeen 

ſhops, 8 D. ctors of Divinity, and of the Common and Civil Law, they 

Arch- did all aſſert, and * with their hands to King Hen. the 8th. 

deacons, the which was ratified by the Statute of the 32. of Hen. 8. That 

and 17 there is not in the New Teſtament = mention made of the 

Doctors. Calling, Juriſdiction, Lordlineſs, or ſecular employment of Lord 

ſhops : But the New Teſtament. ſpeaks only of Deacons, and 

of Miniſters, alias Prieſts or B ſhops, and of theſe two only, 

that is, Prieſts ar Miniſters, and Deacons, the Scripture makes 

expreſs mention : And that Chriſt did never inſtitute any diſtin- 

Aion or difference, or preheminence of power, order, or Juriſ- 

dition among the Apoſtles themſelves, but that they were all 

equal in power, authority, and juriſdiction; and that there hath 

been any differerce ſince, it is by the invention of men, and not 

by the inſtitution of Jeſus Chriſt; and therefore no Biſhop by 

the Law of God may take upon him any Juriſdiction in ſeculat 

Courts; for God did conſlitute Kings to defend the Faith of 

Chriſt, and irue Religion, and to cauſe Biſhops or Miniſters 

to execute their Paſtoral office tiuly and faithfully, or for neglect 


there- 


e 

thereof, te put others in their room and place, and not to ſuffer the 
Clergy to meddle in ſecular aff rs, for the Kingdom of Chriſt is a 
ſpiritual, and not a carnal Kingdom; as Chriſt ſaid, No man can 
ſerve two maſters ſo 1 ſay, No man can faithfully diſcharge his Mi- 
niſterial office in Chriſts Kingdom, which is his Church, if he be 
entangled in ſecular affairs in the worldly Kingdom. Tow cannot 
ſerve God and Mammon, eat. 6.27. 


Mr. Elmer, in his Harborow for faithful SubjeRs, Printed at Mr gl. 
Strasburg, writes thus on the 12 of Luke, Who made me 4 mer. 


Judge, & c. As if Chriſt ſhould ſay , It belongs not to my office 
10 determine in matters of policy, but to the Civil Magiſtrate : 
And if it did not belong to Chriſt, how dare Prelates take it upon 
them to do it? for it it had been within the compaſs of Chrilts 
Fur Aion, he could not in conſcience have refuſed it, to ſet them 
at one Which were at ſttiſe; if he might do it, and would not, he 
lacked Charity, and did not his duty, which were blaſphemy 
to ſay ui Chriit, and if it belonged not to him, neither did it 
belong to his Apoſtles, nor their ſucceſſors. Had he not as large 
a Commiſion av be gave? His Kingdome is not of this world; 
therefore B:\bops by his example cannot give themſelves ſo large 
a ſcope in temporal matters; therefore by their fruiis you may 
know them, whether they have their Commillion from Chriſt, 
or, 1 had like to have ſaid, from Antichriſt ? for, ſaith he, it 
theſe two offices, Eccleſiaſtical and Civil, be jumbled together 
in one Furction, there can be no quiet, nor. well- ordered Com- 
monwea!th. 


Richard eArmacanw, about the year 1350. in de queſtionibus Richard 
Armenorum, book 11. chap. 1. ſaith, that neither the Dominion Arma- 
nor Miniitry of temporal things, belongeth to Eccleſiaſtical Dig- can. 


nity, but rather diminiſheth it; for Chriſt prohibited the Apo- 
files of temporal Dominion, ſaying, It ſhall not be ſo among you. 
And again, Poſſeſs neither gold nor ſilver, nor braſs in your purſes, 
nor ſcrip for your journey, nor two coats, neither (booes, nor Staves, 
Math. 10. 9 10. If thou wilt be perfect, go ſell all that thou h 
and give to the poor: He faith in chap. 2. that the ſtates and de- 
gree of Patriarch, Primate, Archbiſhop, Biſhop, &c. were in- 
vented by men, and not inſtituted by Chriſt, nor his Apoſtles, and 
that no Prelate of the Church, how great ſoever, hath any great- 
er degree of the power of order, than a ſimple Prieſt, But how 


do Prelates obſerve Chriſt's rule, who commanded * — 
ou 
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fhould poſſeſs neither gold nor ſilver, and as if they would 
rive to do as contrary as they can deviſe, they poſſeſs thou- 
ſands of gold and ſilver, coaches and horſes, and what not: 
Is it not high time therefore for Kings and Nobles to take theſe 
temporalities from them, which they thus abuſe, as if they 
would ſet Chriſt at dehance, and bid him command what he 
will, they will do what they will; do not their actions tend 
to this end ? the good Lord diret the King, Princes, and 
Lords, & c. that by connivance they partake not with the 
Ptelꝛates in theſe (ins, leſt they, which God forbid, ſhould par- 
take with them in their puniſhments. 

Cyprian, in his fourth Book Epiſt. 4. faith, Our Lord Chriſt 
obſerved the will of his Father, but we, ſpeaking of Prelates, ob- 
ſerve not the will of the Lord, as appears above, having all our 
minds fet upon Lucre and Poſſeſſions, given to pride, full of E- 
mulation and Diſſention, void of Simplicity and faithful dealing, 
renouncing the world only in word, but nothing in Deed, every 
one plealing himſelf, and diſpleaſing all others. 

John Huſs, in the Council of Conſtance did affirm that the 
Clergie ought to have no temporal poſſeſſi ons, and that Temporal 
Lords may juſtly, without any offence take them away from 
the Clergy, and that Kings and Noble s ought to compel the 
Clergy to obſerve and keep the Law and Rules of Chriſt: He al- 
ſo ſaith, that Tythes and Oblations given to the Church are pub» 
lick and common Alms, and that the Clergy, living wickedly, 
ought to be reproved by the Laity, by taking away their 
Tythes and other Temporal Profits trom them, and give them 
to others, &c. 

Mr. Tindall, in his Book of Obedience of a Chriſtian, page 
114, 115. ſaith, That the Sword is put into the Kings hand to 
execute vengeance upon all evil dooers; But now ſaith he. the 
Biſhops miniſter the Temporal Sword, and the Office of Prea- 
ching they lay aſide, and will neither preach themſelyes, nor 
ſuffer others that would to preach , but flay them with the 
temporal ſword , and as none, ( ſaith he) can preach Chri ſt. 
except they preach againſt Antichriſt ; and as none can heal 4 
diſeaſe, unleſs he begin at the root, ſo canſt thou not preach 
againſt any miſchief, except thou begin at the Biſhops. And 
in page 124. he ſaitn, Thoſe that are ſworn to be true to the 
Pope, Cardinals, and B. ſhops, it is as if they ſhould ſwenr to 


be 
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be falſe to Chriſt, to the King and to the Realm z for fuch Pre- 
lates that will revenge themſelves of men for ſpeaking the truth, 
and for ever trifle, they are nut fit to preach the patience of 
Chriit. 

To the ſame purpoſe writeth Henry Stalbridge in his Exhor- "I 
tative Epiſtle to his dear Countreymen of England, he ſaith, Stalbridge 
that what blood hath been thed between Emperor and Emperor, 

King lom and Kingdom, Conſtantinople, Almain, England France, 
Italy and Spain, who ſeeth not that the pride of bloody Bilbops, 
is the ground and original foundation of all Controverlies, 
Schiſmes, Variances and Wars between Realm and Realm; ſee 
the ift and (ixth part of the Homily of Whitſunday. And to cor.- 
frm the truih of this, conlider whether the carriage and practice 
of Prelates, and their Doctrines, ſuch as Godfrey Goodman Bi- 
ſhop of Gleceſter, who in one Sermon at Whute- Hal before his 
Majeſty deltwered five points of flat Popery, and did follow ma- 
ny Popiſh praiſes. And at another time, in the year 1636. he 
ſaid, that the Church of Rome, and our Church are both as one, 3 
for we, (aid he, (and he ſaid not much amiſs Jhave both the ſame 
Hierarchy and Government, the ſame Liturgie, ——— 
Faſts, Ceremonies, Sacraments, & c. ſo as thoſe who athrm that 
Papiſts are damned, do but through the lides of the Church of 
Rome, give a deadly blow to the Church of England, and deny 
that we are ſaved j with more the like. And alſo Bithop L 
ſilencing and ſuſpending of Miniſters, and ſending a new book 
of Common Prayer differing from ours, into Scotland: conli- 
der whether theſe, and the like, were not the cauſe of our late 
unhappy Warrs im England. 

Bernand , as touching Biſhops having Conuſance in their Sud. 
Courts of Tythes, &c. writes thus, For Tythes, Teſta- 
ments, Adminiſtrations, Setvitude, LegitimationF and ſuch like, 
faith he to Pope Eugenius, you went beyond your bounds, when 

ou reſtrained them to your Courts, and without Ceſar, made 
aws for things that did belong to Ceſar ; for the Goods, 5 
Lands, Livings, Eſtates of Lay men, and Clerks alſo, are Ceſars 
Charge, and not yours nor the Prelates. My Kingd an, faith 
Ghriſt, is not of this word; It then, the Pope, Prelates, and 
Prieſts, will be the ſervants ot Chrilh, ſaith e Ambroſe, they muſt 
not challenge any worldly Kingdom, the ſervant is not above gmyroſs. 
his Maiter, and if the Malter deny it, the ſervant may not affirm 
E : 
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it and uſurp it. Souldiers of Thriſt muſt not entangle themſelves 
with the affairs of this world, much leis to make themſelves 
Lords and Judges of earthly matters. 3 

William > +, ac a famous Schoolman, writ a book about the 
year 1330. which was primed in London, in which he faith, that 
Clergie men are liable to. pay tribute unto Princes, and that Prin- 
ces may take away their Lands and Poſſeſſi ns when they abuſe 
them to Luxury, Pomp, and other private uſes, and they may 
imploy them for the defence and peace of the Realm: And at- 
ter he adds, That all the Revenue of Clergie men, but that 
which is ſufficient to provide them Food ard Rayment, with 
which they ovght to be content, as Paul faith; 1 Jim. 6. 8. Ha- 
ving Food and Rayment, let us be therewith content, and the reſt 
ovghit to be ſpent in pious uſes, and in feeding the poor, which 
if they be not employed in this ſort, Kings ovght to take care of 
them to ſer ſome to ſee it done. 

In the ſecond part of Mr. Vi ſiam Prynnes book of the An- 
tipathy of the Engliſh Lord Prelates, both the Regal Monarchy, 
and Civil Unity, page 311, he ſaith, that the endowing of the 
Prelates with great temporel Revenues, was the very bane and 
poyſon of Religion, and one principal cauſe of Biſhops Rebelli- 
ons, Treaſons aud Exorbitanccs he had fore-mentioned ; and 
therefore they may both with good Conſcience and reaſon, be 
ſubtracted from them, and put to better uſes, and they like o- 
ther Miniſters, be confined to one competent living with Cure, 
there conſtantly to reſide and inſtruct the People like Biſhops in 
the Primitive Church; for ſo long as our Lordly Prelates con- 
tinue, there will got only be a pollibiliry, but a probability of 
bringing in Popery and the Pope again amongſt us ſince their 
Lordly Hierarchy is ſupported by Popiſh Doctrine, Canons, Ce- 
e Holy dayes, Cc. as Godfry Goodman Biſhop 
of Gloceſter (aid a little above, which they are tgsged to main- 
tain to preſerve their tottering Thrones fr om ruine. 
vhm Salisbury, our Country man, flouriſhed about the year 


* 


of Chriſt 1140. de nugis Curialium, lib. 8 cap. Iy, & 23. writ 
thus of Me pride and edition of the Biſhops : Thou majſt ad- 
mire to ſee the yarious Houſhold ſtuff, and Riches, as they ſay of 
Creſ#s, amonſt them that preach poor Chriſt, they live of the 
Goſpel without preaching the Goſpel, and it is well if they live 
only ſo, as they do not allo riot, they ſo gape after gain, — 
mey 
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they contem the things of Jeſus Chriſt, and are neither worthy 
the honour nor name either of Paſtor or Hireling; they do that 
which makes them to be feared of all, and tobe beloved of nope; 
they preach Peace, yet make Divilzon ; they make 3 ſew, and 
counterfeit Humility, that they may challenge Pride; in ful. 
neſs they diſpute of Faſting, and what they build up with words, 
they pull down with deeds, the works, they do bear wiineſs of 
ther; yon may know them by their Fruits, they do not only 
contend, but fight for a Biſhoprick, the Anzients were dragged 
againſt their wills to a Biſhoprick, but went willingly to Mar- 
tyrdome, they feared the chief Chains worſe then a Priſou or 
Croſs. | 

There is a Story, that about the year 4228. at Parisina E. 
Synode or Convocation of the Clergie, one that was appointed li. 
to preach, was much troubled in his minde hat to ſay; the De- 
vil came unto him and asked him why he was ſo careful what to 
Preach, ſay thus, quoth the Devil, the Princes of Hell ſalute 
you, O ye Princes of the Church, and gladly give you thanks, 
becauſe that through your default and negligence, all Souls go 
to Hell, and the Preacher added, that he was inforced by the 
Command of God te declare the ſame, yea, and a certain token 
was given him for a ſign whereby the Synode might evidently 
ſee that he did not lye. Ex Cal. IAyr. fol. 546. ae 

Alexander Fabricius a Popilh Engliſh Writer about the year rende 
1420. in his Deſtruct orium Vitiorum part 6. C2p.79. ſaith, Who Fabricine, 
are more horribly inthralled to the Devils ſervitude, than thoſe 
who are conſt ituted in the ſublimity of Honour; Eccleſiaſtical 
men, who ought to be the light of the world, yet where is more 
abundant darkneſs of vices ? Where more abundant gaping af- 
ter earthly things, than in modern Prelact;» Ws fatted in 
both powers, as well Temporal or Spiritual? Where is greater 
Pomp in all appendicles, yea, and that ſo much, that having left 
the poverty of the Primitive Church, — now rather to be 
termed Princes of Provinces, than Poſtors * thus he, and 
much more to this purpoſe, J 

Mr. Fox, in Acts and Monuments, makes mention of a De. 
vice or Letter fained under the name of Lucifer Prince of Dark. ons 
neſs, written to the perſecuting Prelates of England, which Mr. 4. . 
Fox tranſcribed out of the Regeſter of che Biſhop of Hereford, Inn. 
wriuen, as ſome think, by William Swinderby ; I will only nen- 
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tion ſome few expreſſions to our purpoſe : Lucifer Prince of 
Darkpeſs, &c. To all our Children of Pride, and Companions 
of our Kingdom, and eſpecially ro our Princes of the Church 
of this later age and time, &c. ſend greeting, to all that obey our 
Commandments, and the Laws of Satan already enacted: Know 
ye that in time paſt, certain Vicegerents of Chriſt following his 
ſteps, &c. ina bee life converted in a manner all the world, 
from the yoke of our tyranny, to the great deriſion and con- 
tempt of our Priſon, Houſe and Kingdom; but we ſeeking re- 
medy for time to come, inſtead of thoſe Apoltles, we have 
eauſed you to be their Succeſſors, which be Prelates of the 
Church, by our great might and ſubtilty, as Chriſt ſaid of you, 
they have reigned but not by rae; once I promiſed him all the 
Kingdomes of the world, &c. but he would not, bar to you, 
who are fallen from grace, co ſerve us in the earth, is that my 
promiſe fulfilled z therefore fill your ſelves ful}, and be contra- 
ry to thoſe Fathers in your life and conditions, and exalt your 
ſelves above all other men, and neither give to God nor Ceſar 
that which is theirs, but exerciſe you the power of both Swords, 
op our quarrel, entangle your ſelves in worldly matters, and 
climbe up from the miſerable ſtate of Poverty, to the higheſt 
ſear of Honour, and Princely places of Dignity, by Wiles and 
Subtilty, Flattery, Lying and Perjury, Treaſon, Deceit and 
Symony, and what our Infernal Furies may deviſe ; and after 
you are advanced thither where you would be, then either by 
Violence, Raving, or by Ambition ſubtilly pilter away, and 
wrongfully wrelt, and by falſe Titles poſſeſs thoſe goods which 
ſhould be for the ſuſtentation of the poor members of Chriſt, 
whom from our firſt fall we have hated,and conſume theſe goods 
as your ſelves liſt, with Whores, Strumpets and Bauds, & c. with 
whom ye ride pompouſly like mighty Princes, far otherwiſe 
than thoſe beggerly P:ieſts in the Primitive Church for] would 
have you to build Palaces, fare like Princes, to cat the daintieſt 
Ma ts and drink the pleaſanteſt Wines, and hoard. up Treaſure 
and not be like Peter and Paul, who ſaid, Silver and Gold 
have I none: Ye fight for us, according to your wayes O ac- 
ceptable Society or Fellowſhip, promiſed to us, when Chriſt 
called you the Synagogue of Satan, we love you for your de- 
ſerts, which contemn the Laws of Symon Peter, and embrace the 
Laws of Symon Magus: Le regard Money, and have no regard to 
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Souls, ye have made the Houſe of God a Den of Thieves, ye 
make Laws and keep not the ſame, ye juſtifie the wicked for 
reward, and take away the juſt mans deſert from him and thus 
the Sovereignty of our Empire, by you, hath been reformed, and 
our intollerable loſs reſtored: We would alſo you ſhould do 
our Commendation to our entirely beloved Daughters, Pride, 
Deccit, Wrath, Avarice, Belly-chear and Leachery; eſpecially 
to Lady Symony, who bath made you men, and given you 
ſuck on her own breaſts, and therefore in no wiſe ſhall call her 
Simon: And if any man preach, or teach otherwiſe than you 
will have him, oppreſs ye him violemly with Excommunicati- 
ons and Cenſutes heaped one upon another, and let him be con. 
demned as an Heretick or Sthiſmatick, and kept in Priſon till he 
die, for an example to all ſuch as confeſs Chriſt : And thus do 
yur endeavour that you may deſerve to have the place which 
we have provided for you. Fare ye well. | 
Given at the Center of the Earth 
in that dark place where all the Rab- 
blement of Devils were preſent. 


The noble Martyr Sr. Jobn Oldcaitle, Lord Cobham profel- 


ſed that the Will of God 1s, That Prieſts being iecluded from Lord 
all worldlyneſs, ſhould conform themſelves to the Example of Cobhame: 


Chriſt and his Apoſtles, that is, in Poverty, and teaching the 
Scriptures purely, and giving good example to others, more 
than any other ſort of people where ( ſaith he to the Prelates) 
do ye find in Gods Law, that you (ſhould it in Judgement of 
any Chriſtian man, but in Annas and Caiphas that fate thus 
of Chriſt and upon his Apoſſ les afrer his Aicenſiong of whom 
only have ye taken ic to judge Chriſts members as ye do, lince 
the Venome of Judas was ſhed into the Church, and by Ve- 
nome ( ſaith he) I mean your Poſſeſſions and Lordſhips, for 
then an Angel cryed in the Aire, Wo, Wo, Wo, this day is Ve- 
nome ſhed into the Church; as your own Churches mention: 
before that time alli the Biſhops of Rome in a manner were Mar- 
tyrs, &c. but ſince, Popes and Biſhops, one hath curſed aud 
poy ſoned, Alain and done much miſchief to another; Chriſt was 
meek and merciful, but they are proud and tyrannical, Chriſt 


was poor, but they are rich, &c. 8 
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In the 2 AT Os the g 

made of a Book called Ops 
Platina thought to be written hy us z In which Book 
he complaineth of the great numihet of Holy dayes in which 
Whores and naughty women ſaid,” That they vantage more in 
one of thoſe dayes, than in fifty day beſides: He complained 
alſo of the inconſiderate promotioft of evil Prelates, and the 
wantonneſs and laciviouſneſs of their Servants, and exceſs in 
Aparrel; Alſo of Prelates miſpending the Church goods in 
ſuperfluity and upon their Kinsfolks and other worſe wayes, 


| Eouncels, mention is 
um. Which Sabellicus and 


Cc. - 
Hoſtienſis, faith in his third bogk Idecime; That if Prieſts 
do not miniſter of their Spiritualities to the people, the people 
ought to take away the Almes of their Tythes trom them ; and 
John Huſs, (aid , That Tyches and Oblations given to the 
Church, are publick and common Almes, when Kings and Prin- 
ces, Knights and Citizens, &c. give to the Church or to the 
Prieſt for his Stipend, they give it to the Church of God and to 
the party as a perpetual Alme that they ſhould attend upon the 
Miniſtry,otherwile Almes ſhould not be a work of mercy, here- 
upon (laith he) it appears that Tenths in Goſpel times are pure 
Almes given to the Church for the uſe of the poor: And here- 
upon holy men have ſaid, that Tenths are tribute of needy ſouls, 
as St. Auguſten in a Sermon of the reſtoring of Tythes, ſaith, The 
giving of Tythes, my dear Brethren, are the tributes of poor 
ſouls, therefore pay your tribute unto the poor, for whatſoe- 


ver doth remain more then a competent living and decent clo- 


Auguſtin, 


thing, it is not to be reſerved for riot, but is to be laid in the 
heavenly Treaſury by giving it in Alms unto the poor, for 
whatſoever is given to us more than we have need of, it is not 
given us for our ſelves, but to be beſtowed upon others by our 
hands, and if we do not give it, we invade another mans poſ- 
ſeſſion. | | 


Alſo, in another place Auguſtin faith, Fotaſmuch as every 


man as doth any work of mercy onght diligent! « 
ſpect to the ability of them that he beſtowerh e. 
leſt that by nouriſhing Loyterers, he be made partaker of their 
offences: and in 23. queſt. 7. Angaſtin faith, If we poſleſs a- 
ny thing privately more than what may treaſonably ſuffice us 
it is not ours, but the goods of the poor whoſe Stewards we are, 


except 
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except we 8 to our ſelves a property by for damna- 
ble uſurpation. The gloſs upon this part of the queſtion ſaith, 
That Prelates are but only Stewards of the Church goods and 
not Lords thereof 

Hierome of Prague affirmed before the Councel of Conſtance Hierome e, 
thit the Patrimony of the Church was given for three uſes; Prague. 
Firſt, for the uſe of the Poor. Secondly, for Hoſpitality. Third- 
ly, tor repairing of Churches, and- not to be ſpent upon Har- 

a lots, great Banquerting ur Fe iſting of thoſe that need it not, nor 
keeping great Horſes and Dogge, nor for gorgeous Apparrel 
and other things unbeſeeming Chriſtians. 

Richard Wumbleton, in a Sermon at Pauls Croſs, in the reign Rich ard 
of King Hen.4. upon theſe words; GivF an accout of thy Steward. Wimbluon 
ſhip. Hedaid, Every Prelate and Prieſt thail give'an account how 
they entred into the ſheep-fold, and how they have ruled the 
Flock, whether for outward hire, or love 28s a Father, or as a 
Wolf that eateth the S eep ; whom haſt thou turned from his 
wicked life, &c. haſt thou taught the Law of God, or the Laws 
| of men ? how haſt thou diſpoſed of the goods of the poor? they 
ſhall (faith he ) hear grievous complaints of Fatherleſs Chil- 

- dren, that Prelates and Prieſts have lived of their Almes and 

have not done away their Sins, they are not aſhamed to wille 

in the houſe of Pride and Lechery, and keep to themſelves wick- 
edly and curſedly that which (hould be the livelihood of the 

poor : they live not like Prieſts, but like Beaſts, they are cloa - 

thed like Knights, they ride like Princes, and all they thus 
ſpend is the goods of the poor 1 This, and much more ths like 

did he declare in that Sermon. | | 

William Swinderby, a Martyr under King Richard the 24, una 

had this Article objected againſt him, that he held that all Prieſts Swinde 
are of like power in all things, notwithſtanding that ſome of 
them in the world are of greater and higher honour, degree, and 
preheminence, but that is mans appointment and got of God; 

and as concerning the Wealth, Poſſeſſions, and Lordſhips of 
Prelates, he thus affirmed before the Biſhops that convened and 
examined him, he ſaid, That it was lawful and needful*for Se- 
cular Lords by way of Charity and power given to them of 
God, for the default of Prelates and curſed Curates, that o- 
penly miſuſe the goods of the Church, that be poor mens goods, 

the which pogr men, Lords been holden 10 maintain and de- 


160, 
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fend, to take away and withdraw from ſuch Curates, poor 
mens g ( which Curates wrongfully holden ) in help of 
the poor, and their own wilſul offerings he means, their free- 
will offerings, and their bodily Almes deeds, and give them to 
ſuch as duly ſerve God in the Church, and been needy in up- 
bearing ot the charge that Prelates ſhould do, and do it not: 
And as anen taking away of Temporalities, I ſay that it is 
lawful for Kings, Princes, Dukes and Lords of the worid, to 
take away from Popes, Cardinals, Biſhops and Prelates, poſ- 
ſeſſions in the Church, their Temporalities and their Almes, 
that tbey have given them, upon condition that they ſhould 
ſerve God the better, when they verily ſene that their giving 
and their tak ing been contFary to the Law of God, to Chrilts 
living and his Apoſt les, and namely, in that they take upon them 
that ſhould be next followers of Chriſt and his Apoſtles in poor- 
neſs and mec kneſe, to be ſecular Lords againſt the teaching of 
Chriſt ard St. Peter, Luke 22. 25. 26. and 1 Pet. 5. 3. And 
namely, when ſuch Temporalities makes them the more proud 
both in heart and in Artay then they ſhoulden been elſe, 
and more in ſitife and debate againſt Peace and Charny, and in 
evil enſample to the world, to be occupied in worldly bufineſs 
which dra ws them from the ſervice of God and edifyingef 
Chriſts Church, &c. then he thought upon ſuch miidemeanors 

. totakeaway their Temporalities, &. 

dnſelxe. Anſelme, alſo ſaith that Presby ters are above, and were be- 
fore biſhops, and are of Divine Inſtitution, but ſo are not Lord 
Biſhops, and ſaith, That Presbyters did firſt elect and inflitute 
Biſhops and ordeyn them to their office, and not Biſhops ordeyn 
Presbyters as they do now : So Anſelme Biſhop of Canterbury, 

Cononof on 1 Tim. 4. 14. Allo the Canon of eAfrick in the year 990, 

Africk, Set. 17. faith, There is no difference between a Prieſt and a 
Biſhop, but that the Biſhops were conſtituted by men, to confer 
orders, this equality of power in Prieſts and Biſhops jaccording 

4 general to divine inſtitution hath been alſo maintained by John Wickliffe 

cenſemt and the one and twenty Biflops, and eight Arch-deacons, and 

Hat Mini- ſeventeen De ctors mentioned above in King Hen, the 8th his 

Biſbops « „teign, who did all declare that there was no preheminence of 

of equal power, order, or juriſdiction between the Apoſtles themſelves, 

power, or between Biſhops themſelves; but that Miniſters or Biſhops 


are all equal in power, authority, and juriſdiction, and that there 
: is 


and 
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is now any ditterence, it is a device. of men by the permiſſion of 
Princes and Civil powersz the ſame alſo is maintained by Cy- 
prian, St. Hicroin, Ockam, Fehn Lambert Martyr, John Brad: 
ford, William «Alley BUhop of Exeter, Alexander Nowell Dean 
of Pauls, Pillgr:gton Biſhop of Duxpam, and intumerable W ri- 
ters more, hold Miniſters and Zifhops of equal power by divine 
Inſticution, | 
Mr. Henry Stalbzidge whom I have mentioned once before, 
his Exhortative Epiſtle printed at Baſil, ſaith, | (ay yer once 4 
gain, ard that in the zeal of the Lord, as he is my Judge, | with, 
if his gracious pleaſure ſo were, that firlt the Kings Majelty, 
and ſo all thoſe to whom God hath given power and authority 
on Farih may tbrcughly ſee.and petceive, how that not only the 
bloudy Bear and M olf of Rome, but alſo the moft part of viher 
Biſhops and ſtout ſturdy Canons of Cathedral Churches, with 
other petty Prowlets and preſtigious Prieſts of Bad in all 
Realms of Chriſtendom, eſpecially, in England doe roar - 
broad like Lyons, fret like angry Bears, and bite like cruel 
Wolves, Nei together like warmes of Adders in x Dung- 
hil,or'moſt wily ſubtile Serpent, to uphold & preſerye their In- 
tereſt, aul admoniſhed us of them, that after his departing grie- 
vous Wolves ſhould enter, not ſparing the flock} A 20.29. 
Theſe ſpiritual man- hunters are the very off. pring of Caen, 
Children of Caiaphas, and Succeſſors of Simon Magus as their 
Doctrine and Living declare : Moſt cruel enemies have they been 
infall ages to the Verity of God, and, moſt erte Perſtcutori of 
Chriſt and bis Church. Maxvel not ye: Bihops and relates, 
faith he, though I thus, in the zeal of El and Phun tos 
mach againſt your flurdy ſlubborneſs, fot never Was any ty- 
ranny miniſtred upon Chriſts miſtieal members but by your 
procurement; never did Chrit ſend ſuch bloudy and 
two horned Warriers, but the Devils Vicar-Antichriſt ſent 
them, who is the deadly geſtroyer of fauhful geltivers #6: + 
and ſo he goes on. I reckon it therfore ( ſaith he) high time 
for all Chriſtian Pr. ces which pretend to receive the Goſpel of 
Salvation, and to live in peace and tranquillity for ever, to caſt 
the Biſhops out of Privy Councels, and — — you 
from all adminiſtrations, till ſuch time as they find you no lon: 
ger Wolves, but faijhiul Feeders,. no Deſtroyers, but gentle 
I eachets'; "tor conlider your beginning, never came you in with 
your 


in Hom 
. Stalbr14ze. 
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our Miters, Robes and Rings, & c. it the door, x did the poor 
Tpollien but by the window unrequired, like Robbers, Thieves 
and Man-quellers, with Symou eHagus, CM arcron and Aſinas- 
der, never was your proud pontifical power of our heavenly Fa- 
thers plantiag, and thereforg, muſt be rooted up, Matt. i 5. 13 
If any.thing under Heaven hath need of Reformation, let them 
that minde any Godlyneſs, think this to be one, for if theſe be 
mer ſpirirual Spiritual Thieves , Soul-murtherers, Hereticks, 
Schiſmaticks, Church-robbers, Rebels and Traitors to God and 
man, where are any to be looked for in the world; for nothing 
can they do but work daily miſchief, as well may they be ſpa- 
red in the Common wealth ( faith he ) as Kites, Crows, Buz- 
zards, Polcars, Rats, Weaſles, Otters, Wolves and Foxes, bo- 
dily Fleas or fleſh Flies, or other devouring noyſome Vermin ; 
for ſo long as they ſit in the Parliament-houfe, the Goſpel 
ſhall be kept unden and Chriſt perſecuted in his faithful mem- 
bers : take me not here ( ſaith he) that I condemn any Biſhop 
or Prieſt that is godly, doing thole Offices the Scripture com- 
mandeth, 3s preaching the Goſpel and providing for the poor, 
r. but aguiaſt bloudy Burchers that murther Gods people, 
and make hack of Chriſts Congregation, to maintain Jewiſh 
Ceremoniet and Paganiſh Superſtition in the Chriſtian Church, 
theſe:are nos Bifſbops, bat Sheep-biters, Tyrants, Tormentors, 
and the Devils laughter men, but ſuch as in poverty preach the 
Goſpel; provide for the poor, rebuke the wicked world of 
Pride; , Hypocrilie, * are not only worthy of a 
competent Being, bus worthy of double honour : but from 
the inocdiaate exceſs of Riches; Biſtrops rnd Prelates onght of 
all men to be ſequeſtred, conſidering that the wicked nature of 
Mamon is alwaies to corrupt; yea the very Elect of God were 
not mare mereiful, ſaith he. | 

Thus a8 you bave heared by theſe Teſtimonies above, Lord 
ing in the Church with their Dignities and Juriſ- 
ditions is not of Gods inſtitutĩon, but by men, yet God luffers - 

ſuch kind of Adverſaries in the Church, ſaith Mr. Fox, in Act. 
and «Honwnents page 1440.who under the name of the Church 
mainzain a worldly — and Kingdom; . and becauſe they can- 
od, 


not u their cauſe by Scripture, the holy word o 
they it out, with out facing, rer i 
Princes and People believe that all are dciftnuticks, Rebels, a 


wha 
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7 as —— of — — wealth, — foever 

that dare, although it ain Scripture, to againſt 

their doings: As it — the Emperour, that when he 

had burned Roms lix dayes and ſeven nights, he made Proclama- 

tion that the innocent Chriſtians had ſer the City on fire, to 

{tir up the people againſt them, whereby he cauſed them to 

be burned and deſtroyed as Rebels and Traitors. Sec Suotoniis 

in Nyrone. 

Alclancton, in an Epiſtle to King. Hen. 8. ſaith, That long Ad 

and horrible darkneſs hath been in the Church of Chriſt, that 

mens traditions not only have been a yoak to mens Con- 

ſciences, but alſo which is worſe, they have reputed fc t 

Gods holy Service, to the great difhononr of God and hindrance 

of his true worſhip, and the Keyes were abuſed to the mainte- 

nance of uſurped tyranny, and Ceremonies, mens inventions ; 

and it is no light offence to ſet up new kinds of worſhiping and 

ſerving God, ſuch preſumption Cod dork horribly deteſt, the 

manner of his worſhip is known in his word only,and he will noc 

hale Religion to be invented by mens deviſe, for ſo the Alcaron, 

and all Religion in all Nations might be! — and allowed 

of: Therefore ſaith the Wiſe man, In all thy wayes acnomiuaęe 

God, and lean not unto thine own wnderſflanding. Prov. 3. 5, 6. 

God hath commanded us to hear Chriſt, «As 3. 22. and not 

to hear the invention of ſubtile politick heads which frame Re- 

ligion for their own Lucre, and advantage z we ought not to diſ- 

lemble in Gods matters, but uſe them as the Scripture ſpeaketh, 

for no ſervice nor worſhip pertaining to God ought to be ſet up 

by mans device, and Biſhops will never ceaſe to rage againſt the 

Church of Chriſt without mercy or pity, for them the Devil 

uſeth as Inſtruments and Miniſters of his malice and fury againſt 

Chriſt in his members. 

Luther, in his anſwer to the Popes Bull, faith, That any Fool, Zl. 

A's, or Blockhead may condemn a man of Error, by ſaying, | 

like it not, I deny it, Iwill not have it ſo, without any reaſon 

from Scripturc : Is not thy whoriſh face aſhamed to date to ſer 

the ttifling vanities of your own bare words, of the Canons and 

Inſtitutions of your own inventions, againſt the Thunderb91:s 

of Gods Word? if ſuch reaſoning were ſufficient to condemn 4 

men without Scriptare, why may we not turn Turbs, Heretichs, = 

Jews or Arbeite, ns well as Papiits ? 4 7 
G 2 Steven 


Steven 
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Stephen Gardiner Biſhop of Wincheſter, in his Book de vera 


Gardiner, Obedantia ſaith, Though it be granted that: Peter had the pre- 


Kichard 
Fear res, 


ferment of rh&-firſt name or place inthe Order of the Apoſtles, 
which yet I would deny hin, yet it followeth not ( faith he) 
that with this primacy he had alſo 4 Kingdom given him, and 
though ihe Lord bid him conſirm his Brethren, yet was he not 
bid to exerciſe an Empire over his Brethren, tor ſo they (houl4 
not be his Brethren, but his Subjects. 

Richard Fearns, a Martyr ab ut the yer 1554. in the Province 
of Dolphine, in his diſputing againſt his Adverlarics, he athrmed, 
That the word of God ought 10 be our Rule, and that nothivg 
is left to Doctors or Councils to be devucd without the word 
of God, and that 2:1 things neceſſaty either for government of 
the Church, orf or the Salvation +. mim, are expicſſed and 
preſcribed in the word of God, fur Va faith, Tuat he durſt 
not utter any thing but what the Lord nad wrought in hun and 
ſhewed unto him, Rom. 15. 18 John willeth us19 receive no 
man, unleſs he bring the lame Doctrine, that we have received 
from Chriſt and his Apoſtles, Let him be accuried : Chriſts 
Sheep hear his voice and Know his voice, but they know not the 
voice of a Stranger, and all manner of worſhip and ſervice that 
is. not preſetibed in the word of. God, is the voice of Strangers; 
Herce it will follow, that } ſuch Strangers that both com- 
mand. and practice ſuch .Ceremorial ſervice of God, as is 
not preſcribed in the Word of God in the New Teſtament, 
Kings and Princes, & c. may Jawiully take away their Lew- 
poralities and Tythes, and diſpoſc vt them to beitet uſes as hath 
been (aid above. 

Richard Loving ham, in the reign of King Hen. 4. ga hered out 
of a Book of John Purvey, that the Temporaluies of the Cler- 
gie in England at that time in the hands of ſuch as did no duty for 
it, belonging their office to do, beſides other Temporalitics, he 
ſaid, That che King, Lords, and Commons, mig without any 
ether Charge, but theſe Temporalitics, maintain fifteen Gatri- 
ſons with fitieen thouland S uldiers having (uftcient Lands and 
Revenues to live upon, and ali maintain titceen thouſand Prig(ts 
and Clerks, an fifteen Colledges more, and an huudred Hoſpi— 
tals, and evety houſe an huncicd, Marks a ycar, and brit g in 
behides gbave aweity; thouſard Pounds a year into the Kings 


Coffers. He ſaid alſo, tharibe Kings and Lors ovght to banith 


the 
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the Pope and his Factort dut of their Lands, and all Biſhops and 
their Factors that ſay it appertaineth not to Kings and ſeculat 
Lords, but to them and their Officials, to puniſh Adultery and 
Fornication, they do fall imo manifeſt Tregon againſt the King, 
and Herelte againſt the Scripture, and that it doth appertain to 
the King to have the ordering of Prieſts and Biſhops, as Solomon 
and F:boſaphat and others had, faith Mr. Fox eAtts and Ae. 
numents, pag 502, Now if the temporalities at that time would 
have done 16 much in England, what will the temporalities and 
tythes of three Kingdoms do now that Lands are at ſo high a 
rate =) What they then were, 

Huldrick, Biſh p of eAniburg, in an Epiſtle to Pope Ni- 
cholas the firſt, about the year 867 ſaid, that goed correction 
proceeding from the leſſer to the greater, is not to be refuſed 
nor diſdained, when he that is corrected is found to rive again! 
the truth, to pleaſe men, and he mentions Auguſtin yritirg 
to Boniface, that the diſputations of all men, be they never ſo 
Catholick or approved perſons, yet ought not to be received 
inliead of Canonical Sctiptute; ſo that we may (Auth he) dif- Gregory, 
prove or refuſe any thing that is in their writings comrary to 
truth, to which he adds a ſaying of St. Gregory; What (hall be- 
come of the Sheep, when the Paſtors themſelves become Wolves. 

Mr. Regers, in his Anſwer to the Biſhop of Winebeſter, (aid, 
that all the Laws of men,might not, nor could not rule the word 
of God, but chat all thing; ſhould be diſcuſſed and judged there- 
by, and ob:dience given thereunto, and that no Chriitian mans „ 
Conſcience could be ſatisfied without Laws that agree not ann, 
with Guds word, and he quotes Panarmetanus, which ſaid, 

That unto a ſimple lay man that brings the word of God with 
him, there ought more credit to be given, than toa whole 
Council, and to what they concluded without or belide the e 
word of God. Aull. 

Valter Mill, a Martyr in Scotland, (aid, that theſe which we 
call Biſhops, do not the work of Biſhops, nor the Office cf Bi- 
flops, as Faul b ddeth Timothy, but live after their own ſenſuali- 
ty and pleaſure, and take no care of the Flock, nor yet regard 
the Word of God to do thereafter, but delire to be called Lords, 

&c. Ard Luther aith, that neither Pope nor Prelate can make 
Articles of Faith, nor Laws of good works and mannets, and 
that we may withſtand their doings, and Judg upon their De 
erces by the word of God, though their Decrees be approved by 
a General Council. Doctor 


Avg uſt; *. 
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Doctor Fobannes Molius, ſome time 4 gray Fryer, diſputed 


Aolius. three days together at Ame, againſt Biſhops and Cardinals, by 


don 


John Clay- di 


Pope Paul the third his appointment, of Original Sia, of Juſti- 
fication by Faith, angof Free-will and Purgatory, and they all 
not being able to refell his Arguments, at laſt they anſwered 
him: That what he affirmed was truth, nevertheleſs it was not 
meet for that preſent time, for that it could not be taught nor 
publiſhed without detriment to the Apoſtolick See: wheretore 
he ſhould refrain from preaching the Epiſtles of St. Paul, and 
return to Bononie, and there proteſs Philoſapby : By this it ap- 
pears, That Popes and Prelates Act againſt their Conſcience, 
and will not foffer the truth to take place, leaſt they ſhould loſe 
their honor and wealth, for kere they confeſs that what Do- 
ctor Molins (aid was truth, but they might not ſuffer it at that 
time; no nor never ſince to be be their reaſon was, it 
would be detriment to the Apoſtolick but what detriment 
the truth received and the ſoul of men, by hiding the trath from 
them, theſe Prelates cared not for: they ſilenced him 
from preaching the truth. to profeſs Philoſophy : And 
thus Prelates in this age Silence Miniltrs from prcact: 
ing the truth, leſt they ſhould come to diſhonour therc- 
by and loſe their ſweet Morſells, for if all Chriſtian Kings 
Princes, and Nobles were rightly informed in the truths of the 
Goſpel, and of the unlawfulneſs of Popes, Biſhops and Pre- 
lates, of their ſtanding in the Church with their titles, dignities 
and juriſdictions, which Papiſts themſelves have confeſſed is 
but from men. and not from God, why then ſhould Kings and 
Princes by ſuffcring them in ſuch ways become guilty o their 
Sins, but rather rouſe up themſelves and take from them that 
wh'ch is not theirs but by uſurpation ; that is, the teniporali- 
ties and tithes which they unjuſtly poſſeſs, as is ſhewed above. 
Neither need they fear the Popes nor Biſhops Excommunicati- 
ons, for they have no more Authority from God to Excom- 
municate for ſuch things, than the pooreſt Shepherd or 
Swineherd hath that k«<cps Sheep or Swine upon the Com- 
mons, for as their ſtardirg in the Church is not of God, ſo 
their Excommunication is not of God. 
ohn Cleydon and Richard Turming, both Martyrs, they 
both affirm, that the chief cauſe of the Perſecution of 


Richard Chriſtians was the Prelates unlawfull keeping of temporali- 
Terming. ties and other ſuperfluous goods which they are afraid to be 


deprived of, for th:y know that they cannot hold my 
I 
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if the truth ſhould take place, and were publickly manifeſted, 
by what unlawful means they hold their Temporalities and 
Tythes, their Courts and Offices, and the unlawful neſs of their 
Dignities and Juriſdictions, and the like. 


Enteas Siluius who wrote the Book of the Council Baſil, he — 
writing to Faſper Sthlick the Emperours Chancellor in his 54h Sie 


Epiſtle ſaith, That the way to remedy Schiſme and make peace 
in the Church is, for Kings and Princes to unite together and 
and conclude of Peace, and this way neither Pope nor Council, 
could withſtand, Unity may be concluded whether Pope or 
Council will or not, and fo — arid Princes in their own Domi- 
nivi's may take the Temporalities and Tythes, and ſo put in 
order things that are amiſs, whether Pope or Council will or 
not: neither ſaich he, do I ſee any of the Clergie ſo confident co 
death which will ſuffer Martyrdome, neither for King or Pope, 
for all we do lightly hold that Religion which our Princes bold. 
if they would worſhip Idols we would do the ſame, and not on- 
ly deny the Pope, but God alſo, if the Secular power ſtra ines ws 
thereuntog for Charity waxeth cold, and all Faith is gone, how- 
ever let us ſeek for peace, and whether it come by a Council, or 
a Synagogue, or a Conventicle, call it what you will, I care not, 
ſo we have peace. 


And Cardinal Aralatenſu, in the ſame Council of Baſil ſaid, cin! 
That all Biſhops ought to underſtand that they come to have 4ralates/i; 


greater power then Prieſts w_ cuſtome, and not by diſpen- 
tation of the truth of God, that they ought to rule the 
Church together, for a Prieſt is the very ſame that a Biſhop is 
by divine lnſtitution, for there is ſuch a concordance, ſaith he, 
between a Biſhop and a Prieſt, that Paul to Titus calleth Biſhops 
Prieſts, and Chriſt faith, Blefſed are the Poor in Spirit, neither 
was there any rich Biſhop in the Primitive Church, neither did 
the antient ChurchrejeR Diem yſius Brihop of Afillan, nor Eu- 
ſebius Biſhop of Yercellus, Hillarie Biſhop of Pict auia, although 
they were never ſo poor, but if we will grant the truth, the poor 
are more apt to give right Judgement then the rich, becauſe 
riches cauſeth fear, leſt they mould be taken from them, and o- 
thers poverty cauſeth liberty, for the poor fear no Tyranny as 
rich wen do, who are _ over to all kind of Vanity, Idleneſs, 
and Neath, and will rather deny Chriſt, than loſe their riches, 
whom not love to the Flock, but loye to Revenues makes them 
Biſhops... ; : And 


# 
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And farther, to ſhew that Biſhops will not own the truth a- 
gain(t oppolition for fear to loſe their riches, the ſame Ee 
Silvius in his thirty eighth Epiſtle to Cardinal Julias (aich, thoſe 
Cardinals which ſo magnified the Authority of the Church, as 
though they were ready to ſpend their lives for the ſame, and 
now at the light of one Letter from their King wherein no death 
was threatned, but only loſs of their Temporalities and for feat 
of that, they ſlipt away from the Courcil of Baſil, & c. and in the 
ſame Epil le, he ſaid derideingly, That they had rathcr loſe their 
faith, than loſe their flock and preferment, Cc. 

Hirrom:. St. Hierome upon theſe words, -Unſavery Salt, ſaith. That it 
is no eaſie ching to ſtand in the place of Peter and Paul, and to 
keep the Chaire of them that reign with Chriſt: This Unſavery 
Salt, ſaith he, is fooliſh and unprofitable Prelates, unſavory in 
their places, good for nothing but to be caſt out and trodden 
dawn, of Swine, that is, faith he, of wicked Spirits, which 
have; dominion over wicked Prelates , as their Flock and 
Herd, 

M-.indat. Mr. Tindalin his book of the wicked Mamon, page 45; ſaith, 

ſieek the word of God in all things, and without the word of 
God do nothing though, it appear never ſo glorious, for What 
ſoever is done without the word of God, that count to be Ido- 
latrous, but by the word of God Prelatcs' have no tight to 
Temporalities, Chriſt, ſaith he, took. away the violence and 
power of the Law to make us free, and ſet us at liberty from 
Ceremonies and other impolitions which do conſiſt in places, 
ſons, garments, meats and dayes, &c, ſo as their uſe ſhould 
to all men free and indifferent, (o that if the Pope would 
make all obſervatious of Ceremonies as Lent, Faſts, Holy-dayes, 
Confeſſion, Maſſes, Matins, Reliques and all the reſt free and 
indifferent, he ſhould not be Antichriſt, bot the commanding 
them in the name of Chriſt, he corrupteth the Church, and ſup- 
preſſeth the Faith, and whatſoever is not ot Faith, is Sin, there« 
fore by that means he adyanceth Sin, and, becometh Antichriſt, 
and upon this account we have many interior Antichriſts under 
the Pope, who, to their power ſeek to eſtabliſh the ſame Cere- 
monies, &cC. ard ſo b come Aniichriſts. | 

ths; Ina Letter of Facobus | 66 ſtadienſis to Maximilian the E- 

Selefladi.. Peror, be (aid, The goods of the Church as it is; alleadged by 

enſic, the Fathers, are the Vowes of the Faithful, and Patrimonie of 

the 


the poor, for the faithful through the fervency of their fait 
and love of Chriſt have enri the Church with their own 
goods, that the poor might be refreſhed, ind Captives redeemed; 
where fore ſuch as have the admmiſtration of theſe goods, orght 
diligently to be looked upon, that they do not convert thum 
to their own proper uſe, and negle them in whom Chriſt is fed 
and cloathed.----- Proſper alſo ſaith, That holy men did not 
challenge the Church goods as their own, but as given to the 
poor, to be divided to il them that have nothing, neither ought 
they to give any thing to thoſe that have of their own enough, 


for that ts but to caſt things away. Ex Ifyrico, Illyrico. 
Reynold Peacock, Biſhop of Chicheſter (aid, That the riches Reynold 
of Biſhops are the good of the poor, and that ſpiritual perſons by Peacok, 


the law of God ought not to have temporal poſſeſſions, and that 
perſonal tythes is not due by Gods law: that the Univerſal 
Church of Roms may erre in matters of faith, and that it is not 
neceſſary to Salvation, to believe what General Councils ordain 
and determine: theſe points and other to this purpoſe he confe(- 
ſed he held and taught the ſpace of twenty years, and after the 
Biſhop of Canterbury and other Biſhops ſet themſelves againſt 


him, he was impriſoned during his life. Alſo, Sir Fob: John 
Brothwick,, Martyr in Seotland in the year 1 540. ſaid and did at- Broth- 
firm, that all temporal Poſſeſſions and Juriſdiction ought to be wick, 


taken from ihe Prelates. 

The aſſembly of the Tigurines at Zunick, affirmed to the Sy- 
nod of Lucerna, that what now doth maintain the Monaſteries 
and houſes of Canons, was firſt given to the poor and need y, 
wherezs now one hath ſo much. as might ſetve a great many, 
wherefore it ſeemed to them not inconvenient, that thoſe goods 
ſhould again be converted to the uſe of the poor, for it is well a- 

reeing to the will and ſervice of God, ſaid they, that the poor 
ſhould be ſuccoured, but this cannot be expected from any Synod 
nor Council who pofle(s theſe goods, it muſt eitber be done by 
the King, Lords, or Commons, or it will never be done while 
the Prelates may be Judges in their own cauſe. 

In the Council of Baſil, there was one at the chooſing of 2 
new Pope, which ſeems to be Eneas Silvius, or Cardinal Arala- 
tenſis, who (aid, he had often in his judgement conſented to their 
opinion, which (aid it was evident that the temporal Dominion 
ſhould be divided from the Clergie or Eccleſiaſtical late, for I do 
think ſa id he, that the Prieſts there by would be made more apt to 
the D;vine Minifiry. H A- 


Corneli- 


p About the year 255. canal 6 Biſhop of Rgme and Martyr 


— Biſh under the Tyranny of Die ius the Emperour, this Cornelius in 
6 


S. Law 


Vence. 


William 
Thorpe. 


his Epiſtle to Fabi, alleadged alſo in Euſebins lib. &. cap. 43. 
Cornelius ſpeaking of his Church ot Rgme how that there ought 
to be but one Biſhop in the ſame, he maketh mention of 46. 
Prieſts, ſeven Deacons, and ſeven Sub-deacons, and & 42. Aco- 
luthes; and of Widdows and other poor affiied perſons to the 
number of fifteen hundred and above,found and nouriſhed in the 
ſame Church by the merciful providence of God out of the 
Church goods and almes given to that parpoſe, and yet all that 
time the Church was not endowed with Temporalities nor 
Tythes; and yet the Biſhop being a faithful Steward of ſuch 
almes and oblations as was offered, there was 102. Church Offi- 
cers and above 15 hundred poor relieved. out of the Church 
goods, This is a preſident ſufficient to ſtew how Church goods 
was beſtowed in the Primigive Church, and this plainly proves 
all Prelates in this later age to beSacrilegious perſons, by robbing 
the poor of their right, and converting it to their own uſe. 

In the eighth perſecution of the Primitive church, under the 
Emperour Palerianxs,when the Tyrant demanded of St. Laurence 
the Treaſure of the Church, Lawrence ſtretching out his armes 0- 
ver the poor ſaid, theſe are the pretious treaſure of the Church, 
theſe are the treaſure indeed, in whom the faith of Chriſt reign- 
eth, in whom Jeſus Chriſt hath his Manſion places, and what ye 
do to the leaſt of theſe, ye do to me, ſaid Chriſt. 

William Thorpe in the reign of Hen. 4. maintained before the 
Biſhop of Canterbury, that Ciſterienſis ſaith, that Gregory the 
tenth a thouſand years aftex Chriſt was the firſt under the Goſ- 
pel that ordained and commanded by a Law that Tyifres fa ould 
be given to the Prieſts, but Paul exhorteth all men to follow 
him as he followed Chriſt, and that was in patience and poverty 
to preach the Goſpel and 10 libour with his own hands that he 
might not be chargeable to ethers, and though Chriſt hath or- 
deyned that thoſe that preach the Goſpel ſhould live of the Goſ- 
pel: but we ſaith Paul, that, covet to be faithful followers of 
Chriſt, ufe not that power, he would not make the word oſ God 
chargeable, and though Tythes were given to the Levites during 
the Levitical Prieſthood, yet un ſer the G ofpel neither Chriſt nor 
his Apoſtles took Tythes, nor commanded the people to pay 
T yrhes, but to give alme: and other good works of mercy, for 
Chriſt being come, he changed tfe Prieſthood from the tribe of 
Lui to the Tribe of Judab, ro which Tribe never Tythes was 


„ paid; 


"" - . ” © 
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paid; for as there was a change of the Prieſthood, ſs there was A 
charge of the Laws, aud the Law of paying tythes ceaſed when 
the Ceremonial ſervice of the Tabernacle and Temple ceaſed, 
for which ſervice tythes were given, ſo that tythes are not now 
to be given by any right of the Levitical,and there is no new goſ- 
pel law for pꝛying of Tythes. And Sir, ſaith he, ye wat well that 
Prieſts and Levites who received tythes, were not ſo perſect as 
Chriſt and his Apoitles who received no tythes, but preached the 
Goſpel and lived by pure almes of the people, and the D:(ciple 
is not above his Lord; it is ſufficient that the Diſciple be 
as his Lord. To which the Arch-Biſhop was net able ta 
anſwer, but broke out into curlirg,and bid Gods curſe and his fall 
on him for his ſo teaching. And Sir, ſaith he, there is a Dector, I 


think it is St. Hierom that ſaith,thoſePrieſts that challenge tythes St. Hie- 
now under the new law of the Goſpel, they ſay in effect that rome. 


Chrſt is not become man, nor that he bath yet ſuffered death for 
mans love, he means for love to man, nor aboliſhed the Leviti- 
cal law, wherefore this Doctor ſaith, ſeeing tythes was the hire 
of the Levites in the old law for bearing about the Tabernacle, 
& laying & fleying of Beaſts, &c. & for keeping of theTemple, 
and ſounding the Trumpets before theHoſt of the Buitle, cc. * cn 
lay is now aboliſhed : theſe Prieſts that now challenge and take 
tythes, deny Chriſt to be come in the fleſh, and thoſe that tick to 
the rights of the Law, Paul ſaith Chriſt ſhall profit them 
nothing, Gal. 5. 2. and as this Dr. ſaith, they take tythes wrong- 
fully, for whatſoever dignity any Prieſt is in, if he do not follow 
Chriſt and his Apoſtles in true preaching, in poverty, and other 
heavenly virtues, though ſuch be named Prieſts, they are not 
Prieſts but only in name, for the wark of a very Prieſt in ſuch a 
one is wanting this ſence ſaith he, is approved by Auſtine, Gre- 
gorie, Chryſoſtome and Lincolne. 

There is a writing in the Att; and Mon. of the Church, p. 499. 


Which is called Thorps 9.68 yo but might better be called his Thorps» | 


complaint againſt the vieio 


Clergie, in which he faith, that ei- Teft«- 


ther God the Father hath deceived all mankind by the living and mem. 


teaching of JeſusChriſt and his Apoſtles in poverty meekneſs and 
humility, 6c. or elſe Popes, Cardinals, Archbiſhops, and Biſhops, 
with all the contagious flock of Prieſthood, ec. are deceived, 
which live ſo contrary to Chriſt and his Apoſtles, incregſing d ain- 
nably in (in, in pride, and are obſtinate Symoniack,and ſo are he- 
reticks, defiled adulterers,as their works ſhew, for inſtead of fol- 
lowing Chriſt and his Apoſiles in poverty and preaching,the Pre- 
lates and Prieſthood challenge and occupie pnlawfuly, temporal 

F Lords 


Walter 
Brute, 


Aer ſiliu. 


| _ ©0683) 

Lordſhip and poſſeſſions, and for temporal favour and advantage 
they ſell benelicet to unworthy and unable perſons, and ſell fins 
for advantage, ſuffering men and women to live from year to year 
in ſcandalous vices, and they contemn the meekneſs and poverty 
of Chriſt, to take their livelihood of the free will offer ing of the 
peoples pure alms, thus by their fruit you may know them, whe- 
ther they be the tollowers of Chrilt, or of Antichriſt; wherefore 
all Emperors, Kings, Lords, Ladies, and common people ot every 
degree and ſiare, that know theſe things and will not withſtand 
theſe enemies and traytors of Chriſt, and of his Church, ye Arive 
ſaith he, for Antzckriſt againſt our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, and ſhall 
bear the indignation of God Almighty without end, if in time it 
be not prevemed by repentarice and amendment. 

Wal. Brute, before John B. of Hereford in K. Rich. 24's reign, 
affirmed that under the Goſpel tythes are alms, he denied not but 
under the old law tythes were given to the Levites for their ſer- 
vice in the Tabernacle and inthe Temple, but that ſervice of the 
Levites ceaſing at the coming of Chriſt, who put an end to that 
Ceremonial law, how can tyths now be demanded or received tor 
that ſervice which is — may aſwell demand the firſt fruits 
which was paid in the old law, 2c we ll as — if they claim 
tythes by — of the Levitical law, then by the ſame law, Pre- 
lates and Prieſts are prohibited to have any temporalities among 
their brethren, no more then the Prieſts and Levites had then 
when they received tythes: Chriſt gave no new Commandment 
of rything any thing, when his Apoſtles (aid, we have left all and 
followed thee, what ſhall we have ? Chriſt did not ſay that he 
would give them temporalities and tythes,and worldly dominion, 
no that he forbad them, it ſhall not be ſo among you; Mat.20.25, 
26. but upon their obedience to his commands, he promiſed to 
give them an everlaſting Kingdom, they that will have tythes by 
virtue of the Levitical law, they are bound to keep that law, and 
by the works of the law no man can be juſtified, 

Hierom, writing to Nepottanus ſaith, how can they be ef the 
Clergie who pretend to be ſo, ho are commanded to contemn & 
deſpiſe their on ſubſtance, & yet take the ſubſlance of others, to 
take away from a friend is theft, & to deceive the Church & take 
away that which ſhould be given to the poor, it is ſacriledge, ſo 
that by this teſtimony all Bps. Prelates, & Prieſts that hold tempo- 
ralicies & tythes,&c. that belongt to the Church & to the poor, 
they are facrilegions. Alſo; Merſilins of Padua taught, that Bps. & 
Prieſts ſhould not enjoy temporal eſtates, &that the corrupt man- 
ners of rhe people did ſpring from the wickedneſs of Prelates & 
Prieſts, by theirevil example. 3 Nig 
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Nich. Herford, PhilgRipingden and John Aſpton, being alto Michela 
gether brought befort e of Cam. in K. Aich. reign. — 
re 


did all affirm and ſay, that it is againſt the holy Scriptu 
Eccleſiaſtical perſons to have temporal poſſeſſions, and that tem- pi 


or Philiy Ri- 


poral Lords may at their pleaſure take away temporal goods Nobert 
from Church men offending, and that tythes are pure Alms, Rigge. 


and that Pariſhioners may for the offence of their Curates detain 
the ſame, and beſtow them on others = pleaſure, And Rob. 
Rigge Vice Chance). of Oxford was diſplaced for holdirg of 
theie truths with theſe men, the Popiſh Prelates did ſo rage. 

In a Council at Rome, in the year 1179, it was decreed by 


Pope Alex. and 3 10 Biſhops, that none of the Clergy within or. Fope A- 
ders ſhould meale with any temporal bulineſs, and that Prieſts lex ander 
ſhould have but one benefice, and that the Bifhops ſhould be char. nd 310. 
ged ro maintain ſuch Prieſts as they did ordain, untill they were Biſhops, 


promoted to ſome benefice, but how theſe decrees, as to the Cler- 
gies not medling with remporalities and maincainfng ſuch as the 
Biſhops ordain untill they be promoted, is manifeſt to the world: 
for Popes*and Biſhops will do and undo at their pleaſure for 
temporal profits. 


Biſhop Hall, not many years ago in his book, pag. 83 5. ſaith, D. Hall. 


that George Caſſander, a learned Papiſt, was ſet on work by two 


Emperors (vx. Ferdinand and e Maximilian, to compoſe — 


quarrels ef the Church : and in his 56. p. he ſaith, that the prin- 
cipal cauſe of the deſtruction of the Church, is to be laid upon 
thoſe, who being puffed up with a vain inſolent conceit of their 
Ecclcliaſtical power, do proudly and ſcornfully conteran and re- 
ject them whick rightly and moderately admoniſh their refor- 
mation, wheretore my Opinion is ſaith he, that the Churrh can 
never hope for any firm peace, unleſs thoſe which are in Eccle- 
ſiaſtical government will be content to remit ſomthing of their 
too much rigour,and yield ſomthing for the peace of the Church, 
and correct abuſes according to the rule of divine Scripture, from 
which they have ſwerved, and if abuſes be corrected according 
according to the rule, then mult their remporalitics and tythes 
be taken from them, and their Lordly titles and Juriſdictions, 
and they made like other men. 

By what is ſaid above and proved by many Authors, of Pre- 
faces worldly mindedneſs, and their uſurped dominion of tem- 
poralities and tythes which they rob and ſteal from the poor and 
needy by breaking the conditions for which temporalities and 


Ezek + given aw from ſucceeding Kings, Ez. 46. 16,17. Thus ſaith 
16, 17. 


— 
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tyrhs were given and have fallified err in they, ſo 
that now there is no hope that they will yield any thing for 
ttuths ſake, to be reformed according to the Scriptures, except 
Kings and Princes, Lords and Commons, as Angello Carare the 
Venetian Embaſſador ſaid of the Court of Rome, unleſs they go 
about it round!y in expreſs terms. laying alide ail Civility, ſaith 
he, it will be difficult to bring ic abut, they are ſo ſetled upon | 
their Lees © But their is ong rent of Scripture whick | think doth 
clear this*point of the Lawtulneſs for Kings and Princes to take 
again their poſſ. ſſions from Biſhops Prelates andPriefts, which 
Fj the forenamed Authors plead tor, for it duth not only Juſti- 
ke the Kigg and Prir ces in taking the temporalities from Prelates 
&c. but it is a precept and law of God that ought to be obeyed 
and put in exccution, that the Kings inheritance be not imbezled 


the Lord God, If the Prince give a giſt unto any of his ſons, the In- 
herit ance thereof ſhall be bis — it (ball be their Inheritance by 4 
poſſeſſion by an inheritance, but if be give a gift of his Inheritance 
19-0n4 of his ſervants, then it ſu il be bis to the year of liberty or Ju- 
bile, which was ſo named ot the long ſound of the Trumpet and 
Joyful ſhout, becauſe ſervants that were fold was then at liberty, 
joyful to the poor, becauſe their land that was ſold or mort- 
goed was then at liberty and they returned to their poſſeſſions, 
'he year of Jubile or liberty was every fifty years, but many fif- 
ty years are expired, and ſtill the uſurpirg Prelates hold the tem- 
alities both from the King, &c. and from the poor who ſhould 
relieved out of the profits of thoſe temporalities, but Prelates 
have been unfaithful Stewards, and therefore it is high time to 
compell them to deliver up their Stewardſhip, that they may 
be no longer Stewardsfor the Prieſts as they call themſelves and 
deſire to be called, ought to have no temporal poſſeſſions or inhe- 
ritance-for their ſervice as Exe. 44. 38. / am their Inheritance, ye 
ſhall 2 them no poſſeſſio in Iſrael, I am their poſſeſſion, yea even 1 
the Primate himſelt as he expecteth to be called, who thinks him- 
ſelf to be Succeſſor to Aaron, cannot by Aarons example poſleſs 
any temporalities, as in Num. 18. 20. And the Lord ſpe unto 
Aaron, thou fhalt have no inheritance in their land, neither ſhalt 
thou have any part amongſt them, I am thy part and thine inheri- 
tance among the Children of Ifracl, and Joſh. 13.33. But unto the 
tribe of Levi «Moſes gave not any inheritance , the Lerd God of 
Hracl was their inberitance, 


If 
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If Prelates conſciences were not ſeared as with ah hdt iron, how 
could they pretend any right to Tempora! poſſeſſions, either by ex- 
ample of the Levitical Prieſthood, unto whom you ſee 2 
poſſeſſi ons was protftbited, neither by the example of Jeſus Chriſt 
nor his Apoſtles, if it were not as Cardinal eralatrrfus ſaid in the 
Council of Bafil, that Prelates value their Temporalities above their 
Spiritvulities : Therefore if you obſerve the rule of Chriſt, by their 
Pruits you may know them, and their Fruits in that way bath been 
the occaſion to bring in, ard to vphold and maintain Antichriſt, the 
Pope in his Throne; for if it were not for bis great Temporal poſ- 
ſeſli ons, he could not domineer over Emperors, Kings and Princes as 
he hath done: and whilſt Prelates pofleſs their Temporalities, they do 
uphold him in his Throne, for both of them are one upheld by the 
other, if once the one fall, the other will ſhortly follow. 4 

W hoſoever, ſaith Angelo Cararo, beholds the ſurpaſſing ſtate and 4ugele Co-" 
magnificence of the Church and Court of Rome, above other Rings 
and Princes, cannot but wonder that ſhe upon ſo lender a foundation, 
and ſo far from the intention of her Founders, ſhould raiſe her ſelf to 
ſo proud a height, as to torn thoſe benefit ſhe hath received, againſt, 
and to the prejudice of them that gave her thoſe poſſe (ſions, for the 
Canoniſts & other Emiſlaries of that Court, ſtudy nothing more, than 
how to ſtrengthen and extend their Eccleſiaſtical Juriſdiftion, and a- 
baſe and demoliſh the power of Secular Princes if they can poſlible. 

In a Book called, The Image ef 4 Chriſtian Biſhop, and of a Connter- 
feit Biſhop, ſet out in the year 1539. he ſpeaks of ſome that he calls 
ſhadows of Biſhops, that have raiſed themſelves to dominion and 
Lordſhip, againſt both God and man, againſt reaſon, common ſence 
and judgement, after the nature of Tyrants, which rule only by the 
wrath and indignation of God; for Prelates, ſaith he, if hey be not A Book of 
good and virtuous, to promote the word of God unfeignedly with all the Image 
their hearts, they are Wolves and cruel murtherers of Souls, much f B:&vp 
like as if Satan ſhould have a Mitre on his head, and Rings on his fin- 
gers, and ſhould ſit in a Chair to rule the people; for I ſhops that 
do not preach the pure word of God, they are as much te be eſchewed 
as the Devil himſelf: And whereas Biſhops exerciſe their ryranny 
over men, under preterce of Conformity to keep men from (edition 
and ſtrife, he ſaith, the word of God doth not {tir vp to ſedition and 
ſtrife, but the ſtubborn obſtinate diſobedience of Biſhops themſelves 
againſt rhe truth, and their tage againſt the word of God, is the cauſe 
ot ſedit ion; for whoſgever receives the word of God, that man raiſes 
not up (edition, albeit he no longer fears ſuch vain Buggs, nor wor- 
thip fuch Epiſcopal Puppets: for face he knows the word of God, he 


doth 


*. 


When 


| (36) 
dath not fear hap U their vain humane Inno watiom ind Tra- 
wilt 


ditions. But ou that 1 tell thee at one word what they are, 
they are Wolves, Tyrants, Traytors, Man- == monſters of the 
World, burthens of the Earth, the Apoſtles M Antichriſt to corrupt 
and deſtroy the Goſpel : And therefore it is the part and duty of all 
Chriſtian men, with the word of God, to deſtroy and pluck up by the 
roots them and their Kingdom, which our heavenly Father hath por 
planted, who by their Tyranny deſtroy the Goſpel Inſtitutions of 
Ghriſt, to eſtabliſh their own Inſtitutions ; (o that it there be any 
Chriſtianity in our minds and breaits, we ought (ſaith he) ro ſpeak 
unto the King for a Reformation: Thus he, and much more to this 
See Mr. Prynns Book of the execrable Treaſons, Conſpira- 

cies and Rebellions of Prelates, pag. 339, 399, 394- 
William Wroughten, in his reſcving ot the Roman Fox, dedicated 


Wronghtes to King Hen. 8. We have, faith he, put down ſome of the Orders of 


Roderick 
Adore a, 


the World, there remains yet two, (viz) the pompous Biſhops and 
the dependants thereon, and the gray Fryers, which if they were put 
down alſo, as well as the other, | reckon that there would not be any 
Kingdom wherein Chriſt would more reign than in England ; and 
there ke proves at large, the Prelates Canon Law to be the Popes 
Law, and that ſo long as the Biſhops maintain it in England, they 
maintain the Pope in his Soveraignty and Legiſtative power in Eng- 
land. Thus and more to the ſame purpoſe. 

To the very ſame purpoſe Koderick e Horee, in his Complaint to 
the Parliament, the 37 of Hen. S. writes thus. The whole Body of 
the peſtiferous Canon La to which Judgement is given 
through the Realm, ſo that we are {till in Egyptian bondage to the 
Popes Law. And ſo long as ye walk in thoſe wicked Laws of Anti- 
chriſt the Pope, and maintain his Knights the Biſhops in ſuch inordi- 
nate riches and unlawfull Authority, ſo long ye ſhall never baniſh 
that -monſtrous beaſt the Pope out of England ; yea and it ſhall be a 


means, faith he, in proceſs of time to bring us into bondage to the 


Pope again, and that knows our forked Caps full well, meaning 
Mitres : Whetefore if you will baniſh the Pope, you muſt fell down 
to the ground theſe rotten poſts the Biſhops, &. And in another 
place he ſaid, that one Biſhop, one Dean, or Colledge or Houſe of 
Canons, hath ever done more miſchief than ten other Religious 
Houſes.. The King, ſaith he, hath done well in weeding the Garden 
of England, but yet he hath left the fowleſt ſtinking weeds ſtanding, 
the pompous B:thops, Canons of Colledges, and Deans, &c. But 
now, faith he, I will ſpeak no more againſt the particular Pope, ſee- 
ing every Biſhop now is a Pope. 


CW artin 
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_ peſted from ſhops. 4 
ought to be beſtowed upon W en upon Schools, and up- 
on the Poor, the Prelates ſacraligiouly ſpeng 


pomp. — x * * 837 in 
And Mr. Toh» Hooper, both Riſhop and Martyr, 1nd great pppoſer 


all occaſions and Footſteps of ſuch a Convert ſation, And in another + 
place he ſaith, the voice of Chriſi is not, till 


- as 
tle to Satay E py TE 9 on „ 1 
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the and ſaid that che wealth of Princes, which, 


the 
Liſhops 
it in ryot and, Princely 


of Ceremonies epiſtopal rochiti and veſtments, ia which be would ngt — 4 
de Conſecrated, he laid that Magiſtrates that ſuffered 12 17 
Church goods by the Prelates be culpa die of the fault, fa iſ tha fourth 
part of the Biſhop-ick remained to che Biſhgps it were ſuficient, and 
the _ part ts School-maſters , and the reſt to the Poor ,; and to 
Souldiers. Tot | 

Petrus Bleſenſes Arch-Deacon of Bath, writ to the Biſhup of Banger , 
thus, the Title of Poverty is glorious with Chriſt, and that which be. oy * 
came Chriſt, ought not to mizbeſem_ you, St, Peter ſaid doi wid Sy/- leſer 
ver have I nowe, Alli, 3. 6. Yea famous. ne Biſhop of Hin- 

made no will, becauſe. the Poor ſervant of Chrilkbad.ambiop to be-. 

'queath, it becomes not you to go ſumprioufly-4n. ments, nor ian 

Pride wich great Horſes and mylcicude of attandance, but to cut off + +» 


. 


Land, ner build high 
Houſes, nor increaſs * Rents, but my Sh « * . hy 
x Thema. Walſingam, hy it, Angl. Page. 205. Said that Popes;Car- The 
dinals, Biſhops, and other Prieſts, may not rule likg cemporal-{ ors, „„ 
nor bear any civil Cffice wichouc mortal fin, and that 15 a ſid ta-. 
dow them with temporal poſſiſſions, and that no Prelates ought to | 
i ba ye Priſons to puniſh or reſtrain offendets nor ougbt theꝝ to purchaſe 
"farge temporal po ſſeſſions or riches, . Undead Ls 
A nameleſs Author in his . to Kiag Hen, 8 Aaithof Bi- + 
ſhops, that the only infeRion- and peſtilent ꝓaiſoni Biſhe pe u thei⸗ 
great Lord-ſhips and Dominions wich tei yeayly.cQuetute yutth - A ta 
A RN Ack which jolly. belogg to the poi and labonge>Bilkops /:/; 
$ 


0 poſfets chem., Id long will (bY. walls tha 4 umintain their pride br. 
Aud ſolo het cafitine To pride. they Ih cated... 
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(8) 
temporal poſſeſſions and riches which they abuſe and other ſeculars 
cures and worldly offices wbich is the cauſe of much ſin in them. 

Wiliam Tiidalt in another place of his book of the obedience-of a 
2 Chriſtian Page 1$1. writing of the fal ſhood and jagling of the Pope and 
1809 prelates, be ſzich'they have put out the light of Gods truth, and ſet up 
il. their own traditions and ly es,and'robbed me world of lands and goods, 
of peace and Unity, and of. all temporal Authority &c, and that us 
Chriſts Kingdom is nbt of this world, even ſo the officers of Chriſts 
Kingdogy may have no temporal dominion or jurildiction, nor t xciciſe 
any labora authority, for Chriſt commanded bis Apoſtles that they 
ſhould not exerciſe any world!y authority ſaying it ſhall not be ſo amg 
ven, Mas. 30. 25, 26. And when he ſent them out to preach te com- 

d chemithar they ſhrutd not provide weitker Gold nor Silvtr ner braſsin 
their purſes dec. for the workman i worthy of bus meat, Math, 10, And 
Pant commanded that A would not work, neither ſhoald they tat, 2 7 beſ, 
3:40, Why then ſhoud non _refidents and others bave ſuch large 
pong that work very little or not at all, except it be works of 
kneſs their Mon'd be proportionable to their work, and the 

=; overplus ſhogld 


| 'to the King and the poblick uſe of the Common 
| for Clement, Bifhop of Kewe and.ſauccefſor.of Peter ſaith of Pre- 
or of -lates-if chou be occupyed in worldty cares, thou ſhalt both deceive 
„ thy ſelf and them that bear thee, for ſo thon canſt not fully diſtribuis 
things which pertain untg ſalyation; 

Mr. Mead, in his book of the Apoſtaey of abe latter times faith as in 
Demt, 7. 6, the Lord cheſt 1ſr acl to be a peculiar prople unto bimſelf above all 
> the epi ef rhe world, And Apes, 3. 2. ou bave ] known of all the 
| il 2 Earth, therefore I will pun;ſb you for all your iniquit ies: the 
F mors-lighe of truth God reveals.te any people, ifthey walk not fuic- 

able theregnro, the more there fin is increaſed. . The Lord was head 


b 


07, as our Prelates ſay they are the 
of Satan: and the 


| And ard dead 
and chofen 


1 2 
now God for their — 2 caſt 6f all cheſe Churthes, 
bimſelf another Spouſe in theſe northern Nations, cr. But 


it uc contiaus in the ſame and other ſins we cannot aſſure our ſelves 


| wor but pen. beſeech them, in zeal and piety according 
- gently to i „in pi | 
15 heir 


on 


. zeal for God, bur like Le. cab ſtretch forth their bands and authority 


' their Reformation will be 8 leadi 


of any fong co 
hearts of our K 
eſpecially inthe 


of the Goſpel, except God put it into the 
bo apt bred thorow i 

and 
og 


and 
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prelatas, and other of che Clergy , 
way te reform the reſt. | 
Nicholas for Prieſts marriage 
Apoſtles declare 


in the Epiſtle of / 
he ſaith; the great 8 
how all Paſtors ou 
remove all tyraanica from Biſhops for that they out 
to ba Lords, but fathers over ock, and not imperi to com 
Stately Authority and power over 


a, to Pope 
and Prince of the 


the h of every perſon, after the Lord, and t 
willand ambition, to ſer forth their power and juriſdition 
they ſhoald be enſample: to the flook, firſt doing that 
they command others to do, but ſome, and that man 
flamed wich aſſection not of Charity, but of coverouſnels, greedineſs, 
ambition, who covet ta be their Maſters and more to rule over them 
than to profic them, they oppreſs the weak by forte and violence of 
their authority and compel them ta their obedience, 


- 


beyot the rule, further then God hath allowed them, but Z=zab di 
for his preſumption, to have a zeal according to kn as the 
Apoſtle ſaith, ite do all things in Gods matters prudently and cire 
according to the rule of Chriſt and bis Apofplerinſtitntions and not according 


te Ment traditi mt nor humans wyention! of G Oc, 


I heard a Doctor I think his name was Whichcor preach in Nacł· fr y- 
erg about ſeven years ago, 2 conformable man, and he ſaid that if | 
would have men to conform, you ſhould firſt convines their conſcien- 


ces by plain Texts of Scripture of the lawfulneſs of thoſe things which I He 


you would have them coxform unto, otherwife to forte men to son- 
formity and not convince them by plain Seri Arguments of the 
{awfulneſs of what they conform unro, he ſaid-it was to men 
outwardly hy pocrites and inwardly atheiſts, now according to this, by 
the neglett of duty in our Biſhops and Prelates, how many thor 

it not hundred chouſands hypocrites andatheiſts have our Prelates 
made in_Englard within ten years, by preffing ceremonies and obſer⸗ 
vation of things which many handred thouſands do queſtion whether. 
they dave any. warrant in the word of Gd, and in the 20, and 21. — 

+ tie 


to intreat tho flock of Chriſt in love , and to V= 


rler,to che word of | 


* 1 
b cee of Bog, iti hy chat it is not Lowful ache, 
21, 20, GOIN 2 . lee e 
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c Polenta from Fer, 845 10. Cu ſad be be that d- 


Heul, tha 115 ſay not to do the work of 
ger eng 2x whereas the Lord wil- 


. dhe, one trek 
The 
| n far n == any thing to — — dur wills, ſo doth he f or- 
bid ug t del any man to offer any,thingagainſt our wills, and he 


prowsit, C, 20.21. T hoy foalt not — nor oppreſs thy nciſbbour or a ſtrau- 
— EA. 6 & wc neighbours to ba corre&ed 


TTY it is 222 with 1 ae raiding; aad poi in 
coma toward im in ſpirit of 
= dnor toaſty d Ay in the irit of bitterneſs and rigor, 

t ig out neighbour Heads, is corrected ſor well 


ing, for . to follo 2 — of Chriſt rather than the 


2 me thus Hglaſi aus. 
are gat en ta 0 pan Mey and 
het is not this the time ſay they among 


— — _ upon the rad hor ſe to take —— from the 
Earth, for cat a man go iato any place. where the ſons of wickedneſs 


ka 57 ara not cs to. ſearch ont a mans deeds, and mark bis words, and if 


— —— 


N 2 tho 
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tea. be agree, got with chem, in deſpiſing word, in ſwearing, lying, 


* and drinking, &., Ihen will they ſpireſully and ally rail 

1 mg calling the truth of God error and hereſſe, and the pro- 

fellgrsofi it hergticks and Sct iſmaticks, with other odious and deſpiteful 

aames, s Traytorgand not the Queens Ar as if to love Gods word 
0 


talk of Chriſt and Religion were Shilmgcical, 

55 0 tothe 8 — 2 10 01206, 
bough 8 t ſuch as de ſpitaſu 

rail book ane end park Rog fee r word of God, — 


th gone — 1988s but doch as blaſpheme againſt "the 
7990 . the Queen but ſuch as 
ore we learn that true obedience to 


= 
him,andin him, and not againſt him 
—— fa waders are not 1 obeyed when 
bod, 9077 yd 2 PG is truly * 


as thong 


is, duly 


| „ We 

we pray that Gdd may move your hearts to weigh theſe; We 
take the Mrd of God unto your Councel, and theh you ſdall ſee Fow 
Gods commands, and Biſhops .commarids igree;or rather e 
which'l ſhall add that by the word of Go®you may fee 'citzrly 
neither Biſhops nor Prelaces g. ovghte@/have -either te mporallitie : 
or tythes. en nen 4 + A 

Chriſt hath ſaid Rev. 11. 3. That be will give power to but to witheſſes 
1% bear their ti and witneſs againſt the Beaſt or Anteschriſt) there 
ſore they that endeavour . — ehis wienels bearing againſt An- 
te· chriſt ars themſelyes A riſtiam and whether is not” Chr i 
Prie(tly office invaded by urging mer-to the obfervation of ceremonits 
anda form of worſhip which Chriſt hath not inſtituted, bar cortttary 
to Chriſts inſtitutions and ſo againſt mens conſciences, and his Kingly 
office invaded by exercifings Goverment ever men that "hath to. 1 
ground nor warrant in the word of God, hut is of mant duviſing, nk 
yet puniſh men that would gladly obſot vs che word of God, for non 
obſerving che devices of men. a 

What an odĩous thing is ic ſaid ons to call our obedienet to God by 

the name of difobedience to men, as in Dan, 3, 12; ind Dan, & fo, For 
bi obedienet ts Grd wn praying three rim dey, be vu actuſed for diſo- 
bediencs to the King, and thus it harh been with'orhers, for-thare is "a 
—— of men, who charge all with Schiſm that” dare not ſfub je ct 
their ſelves to the uſurpation and arrogant impoſitions of the ſons of 
pride; chat neither have eorhoriry nor ability from God to govern us, 
who lay ſnares for mens Conſciences, and then atcuſe men for falling - 
into thoſe ſnares as the P did againſt'Darit!,' who make Laws for” 
the Chorrth unnece ſſary in their own o iniom, aud finfal in other mens Def 
opinions, and command things which they know ethers think the Lord 47. 
forbids, and then load men with repcoaches of diſobedient,turbuleac, | 
heretical; ſchiſmatical- perſons, for not yeilding ta their impsrious 
commands — their eonſcieaces,to call men factious if they will not 
be of their faction agiinſt tho Catholick unity and ſimplicity ot the - 
Goſpel, how caſis and bow tommon is it to call z meeting of ſober 
Ghriftians,for prayer and mutual edification, by the name df a faQious 
and :ſchiſmaticalconventicle,'and a meeting of drankards' or game- 
ſters, or harlots; by a far leſs diſgratefnl * if men wilt hut turn, 
their Religion oto fotmms of wrd or beats, orcanonieal, toues and 
days outward ſhews and ceremonies, which have no | 5 or 
war rant in the few or none will et, ot᷑ reproach ot perie- 
cute yon for beiag too preciſe or ſtrict for ſo doing, fot by ſuch a RA 
ligion it is that Prelates have ſo long enjoyed their uſurped temps. 
rallities and tythes. | 4 In 
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* dn Buk: 44-24, It is ſaid is controverſies the Prieff [mr 10 1. * 

.. went and they ſbeald judge it according to my jndgement fal h doaſtut 
Biſhop * — had written «book, "4 for his own and other 
Pralates advantage he bad changed the meaning of the Text from 
judging according to Gods f ent dec in the word of God 
to this, tb judge th Prieſt ſhall decide the matter, therefore La. 
timer reproved him, ſaying what gelding of Scripture is this , what 
r clipping af Gods coya, nay my Lord the Clergy. muſt not rule accord- 
ns to their own wills, I woald there were more faichful.dealing wich 
ods word and not leave out a part, and foatch a part hereandthere 
e. If Prelates may chus interpret Scripture they may eaſily maintain 
1 hierarchy & what not that they have a mind to maintain. 
„ Richerd Armacauus faith, that to ſpeak, and ſeek to procutre any 
igk place in the 3 is a point of pride and ambition, aad Ni 
Biſhop of Theſ/alowcs, laith chat th Pope himſelf hath no dignity a- 
baye other Biſhops, but by bumain Laws and inſtitutions given · by 
ſelw Councels and Emperars, and A»ſe/s faith that Prechiter: arg above Bi- 
ſhops and were before Biſhogs and did ele & them, and Cardinal Ares 
alaten latewfi: and ſeveral others more faith that Prieſts or Pre-b1ters are of e- 
qual power aod authority with biſhops, ſo. that all their Lordly Titles 


4 
F 


dignities and juriſdictions, theic temporallicies and tythes are all hu - 
main 2 not of any Goſpel — r Chriſt hath for- 


bidden their Lordlineſs, ſaying it f not be ſoimong you, Mat, 20.26, 
Fob» Gerſen declares that the negle to obſerve an antient Canon, 
vis, that biſhops ſhould have poor apparel, lodging, and dyet and 
 ſhon'd not ſtrixe for tranſitory things, but to imicats the Apoſtles, alſo 
ov, hg ſaith their making of laws ſuch as chey have no authority from God 
to make and cheir eqjoyning men by cenſures and excommun'cations 
to obſerve their Laws, their Courts with the oath ex officio and man 
other things the like, which. is the cauſe of divißon, which be fait 
will never be appeaſed until che beads ſpiritual be reformed. 
pacy when ic fick crept into the Ohurch, as not ſo inconſiſtant 
the Goſpel rule as now it is, for the biſhops that are now, are 
hey of ind of Creatures than thoſe were, as the records of antiquis« 
ty do ſhew that at the firſt original of them they were choſen by the 
people and Miniſters who were to live under their ia ſpection and 
Goverament, yea even the Popes themſelves in antient times 
wer choſen by the people and Prisfts, and after - coofirmed by 
the E1 „ and were not choſen by Cardjoalls and Cunteſans ag 
they are now, neither had they then either temporalities or tyths, 
ut now they intrude themſelves with a high hand over the oy" 


pes ( | | 

and 156 of God and makes * 4 Lords over Gods heritage 
which the word of God forbids, 1. Per. $3. And yet all+his the giving 
both the Pope and Biſhops and other Preiates temporaliries.and cyt 
is but an Antechriſtian humain igvention, and not of divine inſtitution, 
neither do the Biſhops now obſerve the amtient Canons in their __O 
nations, as Diſtint 70. T. or dinationis, which lith. Let not the Biſhop. D;ftinff 
preſume to ordain any without the Councel of the Clergie and tefli- 29. quan 
mony of the people, and again Diſtinit 70 T. ordinationis, ſee that ſo» do, - 
lemnly at convenient time inthe preſence of any — dy 6 pad Dustin 
make ordination, and eſpecially Diſfinct. 64. T. $i forte, which ſaith be 70. J. 
ſhall be no Prieſt benctforth, who neither Clergy nor people of bis giaation 
own City bath elegted : ſo that if the Clergy or people of any other »4, 

lace ele, and not the Clergyand people of the City or place wers 

t is to ſerve, by this Canon he is no Prieſt : And by Atts 1. v 23. diſt 64; 
to the 20 and A001 6, 3. to 2. compared with this Canon, there is Si fee 
neither Lawful I iſhop nor Prieſt ſcarcs one of a bundred, but they 
are thruſt upon the people without their ele ing ot them, and there- 
fore bave co right to officiate unto, nor to rule ſreb a people. 

For a Sole pofleffion is net ſufficient in Ecleſtica) benefices , unleſs g 
there concur à Canonical inſtitution Extravag & inflits Cap ex fr vas de” 
ribs, a Sole poſſe ſſion maketh net one a Senator or . — a be 
lawful election a preſcription doth not profit, in caſeit cap er 
upon an evil conſequence, and therefore Sitheuce wen ſo be fro 
un juſt poſſe ſſors, their deceit and colluſion onghe not to ſupport them, h 
Extiravag, di preſcript, T. $1, dilligenti, &c. cu onone; In theſe Laws ge 
in another place it is provided that both the promoter and the promo. ver ds © 
ted, as well the abetters as the deed doers, are to ſuſtain equal paniſſ „ 
ment, there is a Law, that as wall the man i i 
the man unworthily promoted ſhall be depoſed er dr quelit c. 
again it is decreed, that if they ſhall benceforth-preſure to 
an ane prey and ignorant, thas both the 

ne U to grievous puniſhment, 
the word ordination the glofs — 
more is that wWheſos ver promoteth an 


depoſs hem ad t u 
tenperelnies and tytbs from them. -. N 
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bat isſoid above, if thine excelefcit find any Fudge tor their regſi 
ce or any other like defect, to be unproſitable, thou mayſt 2 
Col if e from their Adminiſtrations and place others in their ſtead: Cod 
fit profec orient lib. 3. Aud ſaich the ſaid Emperour in another place 
* Neid bell &c, A Sould ie c in time of wary that deth-any thin forbidden 
g N : by his Captain, or doth not keep his Generals Commandment is to 
l. 3. 80 puniſued wich deatb, thaugh his enterprize take good ſuccels, 
Aa nud ſhilichen a pretended Miniſter that for ſa keth his ſtanding to walk 
Babeuf to tha rules aud inſtitutions of Chriſt and weareth only the 
Antechriſt, the proclaimed enemy of Chriſt his Lord and 
—— the law of his Lord and Maſter an@Mauger the Laws 
of men abovs ſpecified and other the like, and ſhall be enjoy Life and 
Fer, Lands und Liviogs, and ty tha, and all? ' Panermetane a famous Cano- 
met ans niſt concludeth, that a Doctor allowed may be diſallowed agaio, yea 
rather ſaith Bartel a famous Civilian, he may be degraded as a Soul- 
Bartel dier, and ava Clerk; tor thoſe things faith be, which I have ſpoken in 
degrading of a Sound ier the ſau i is wy be: verified touching the- degri- 
disg of Doctors and Clerk 1 
—_ Herend Mode li u. ſaid ; that 4 e was not therefore a Fe- 
Madeſti- nator becanſe his name only was in the Table or Regeſter where the 
n names of Senators was written, unleſs he.alfo were made a Senator 
hee © 0 — Law, and the e gloſs wpon that Law verifiech the fams to 
a encaganſt tho who ate not rightly placed in rhe Chur- 
. it is manifeſt that none of our Biſhops nor Prelates accords 
8 to — and juriſdictions, are rightly placed in the Churches of 
»& Chriſt; becauſe they are not of the inſtirntion of Chriſt as themſelves 
do gonſeſs, both Proceſtants and Papifts, and alſo not having the Scal 
; obdivineapprobarioh upon them, they ers not'rightly placed in 
f es ndr are not lawful Minifters of Jeſus Chriſt according to 
his holy inſtitution in truth, but only in name, but in real truth t ey 
bre the-Midiſters of Ancechriſt the Pope, for their titles and jut if⸗ 
F _., _ dictionviiefthe Pope Hlererchieal inſtitutions; they cannot deny 
„ i and therstere ith werkof-merey Fo theit Touls to unlord chalk 
4 * and — — r e e oÞ and his F | 8 
[gb \ bycating che teaiporalitic AST onde 1 
1 aidfund did penny ich v we: 3 have done, 5 21 
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of: c the rules of Chriſt rather than = rulgs of men, or the — 
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wl o haye ſor ſaken the rules of Gale appears above all along; to 

imbiace and follow the rules and devices ot Men, let wiſe men judge 

which of theſe walk muſt undecently, and let Biſhops conſider and 

eximine themſelves, whethcr there robbing the Poor and murthering 

of Souls, by granting diſpenſatiom to none reſidence, and in givi 

pluralities de not an undecent walking, can any but thoſe whole Cons 

ſciences are ſeared, count theſe and Covetoulnels, Pride, bypocrifie, 

ambition, batred, mallice and revenge, decent and comely in them- 

ſelves, and the enaea vouring to obſerve the rules of Chrift, to be un- 

comely and undecent in others, if Biſhops and Prelates would firſt ra- 

form themſelves and take the beam out of their own e) es, or if the 

King and N-bles would compel them to a teſot mation according to 

the word of Gud, then what the 2 were required to do, that is 

decent andcomly according to the word of God, they would readily 

obey, provided as Pax! ſaith, they caſt rot a ſnare upon them, but for that 

which « com , 1 Cor. 7. 35, Gut now our Biſhops take as much upon 

them as the Pope, (viz.) to make nothirg ſomething, ard to make the 

rules and inſtitutions of Cbriſt which is ſometł ing, nothing in reſpe& 

of their own traditions and Canons, and to make nothirg ſomthing, 

that is to make their own Canons and traditions Cc. which are nothing 

in compariſon of the word of God, to ſet them above the word of God 

and puniſbeth the tranſgreſſo ts thereof wich ſorer puniſhments than 

the tranſgrefſors cf the word of God, and thus they make their nothing 

ſomething, and Chrilts ſometking nothing. And thus they make ſin 

to be no ſin, and no (ia to be fin, by their unjuſt Laws, and their das 

b:dicnce to the Laws and inflitutions of leſus Chriſt, may, not God 

juſtly complain as once he did of |ſracl, they heaveUefiled. the Land by 

thein own way and by their dvings, their way iu befors me as the ancleaxne(i 

of a removed Woman, EZek. 36. 17. and chap 22, 13. I have ſmitton wy 

hang at thy dſomeſt gain which thou haſt made, there 118 conſlyracy of her Exel, 

| Prophets like roaring Lyons ravening the Prey, they have devonred Souls they 17.0 

have laben the I reaſure and pretions things, can eurPrelates think that 22, 13 

God will not thus charge them who ha ve taken the treaſure of the 2 

Church from thoſe who are the true Church indeed and from Widows 26. 

fatherleſs and other poor that ſhould be releived with that treaſart 

ic follows her Fri. have vie/ated my Law, as you leg in this page zbove, 

they have pr ophaned mine holy things, they have put no difference between 

the holy and prophane, neither have ſhewed difference beten the wiclean 

an4the clean, except it be in countenancing the prophane and unclean 

and diſcountonagcisg the holy and the clean, ſre the 25, ang 26,w07/, 
J 
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fir, Tiz- Mr. Tiid. d an Engſiſh Man, ang a Martyr in Flanders, petitioned to 
. King Hen. 8. to have compaſſion on his Subj &s,that the Rea m ſhould 
not utterly periſh, through the wicked counſeſ of his peſtilent pre- 
lates, for ſaith be, the cau'e of falle Preachers is the cauſe that the 
reo ple have not love to the truth, being 9 ignorant of the truth 
through their neg'eR in not presching the truth 
Mr. Hockyr in the ſecond part of h; Survey of Church diſciplin page 
Hogs 23 he ſaith Epriſcopmc is threefold, Div Houma mw, Satwicw, 
. 2 Firſt a #iſhop by divine laſtitu ion 1s ſuch an Offlcer as Chyiſt 
7 hath ſet ia bis Church whoſe Cffice is ſet forth and diſcovered in the 
2 word of God, and ſzch are Paſtors and Docturs ard Teachers, 7. 4 7, 
v and 1 Tin. 5. 17. Ep ſeetu and Preite i; ore ti ing in Scripture ſepce. 
: Secondly Epiſtef u Humarm is 2 preſident or moderator cheſen by 
_ conſent of Miniſters meetir g and cor ſuting about the affiirs of their 
Churches in their common cor ſaciations „to whom i: appertaineth 
n to moderate the actions of the aſſeubly, to propeund thi £ to be ag. 
rated to gather voices, to prone urce the Sentence wh ch paſſerh by com- 
mon spprobation, and he had no more but tis cqual luffr. ge wit h the 
reſt and when the action wis ended be was but ia equal honour with the 
reſt, and -ir may be in leſs reſpect, in regard of years or gifts, ard yet 
to leave this conſtantly upon one man it is perilious and might be an 
inlet to worſe inconveniences than at firſt could have been ſuſpected. 
Thirdly Ex ſcer us Satamicis is ſuch an Epiſcotus, which the enemy 
„ Nas, acting the Pride and ſuiting the Soveraignity of the Spirirs of men 
Nice, hath by a miſterous way ſucceſſively and ſecretly brought into the 
Sas Church that ſo be ight Midwife Antechriſt into the world, this being 
. the next ſtep to Fat man of ſin, and be becomes Princepe Epiſciias 
who by bis Inſolencie hat! arrogared and aſſumed and at laſt confirmed 
even 2 Monarchicall power unto himſelf, and however the Pope who 
is. Mnivenſal Biſhop, is the man of fin, yer the Biſhop eſpecialiy when 
he is aſcended to bis Arch *iſhops Chair is the ſame , but only con- 
fidered in his mirforicy as the Child of fin, or the man of ſin in his 
Childhood, for laying «fide the ranknels of thoſe extravaganeres 
of the Popes temporal power, or that power in cemporalities, it will 
appear that the Arch #iſhops power in ſpiritualibas is of the ſame kind 
for he a fumes a peerieſs p wer unto hitaſeif, that look what the King 
is to his Counſell which he takes unto himſelf for conſaltation , but 
the final determination and reſolution lyes in his own boſome, even 
| ſo the Biſhop is to his Inferior Clergie, be will haar them ſpealc 
2 wan be sgh to gine Gen allowance, but ix jr in his own ew 
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Kirmtiz, oiee enta 
caft che ballancẽ wbich wayes ſeems belt to himſelf: fo fay De — 
Bilſon and Saravii, Cara via 
it is incredible that Chriſt ſhould appoint ſuch an high Officer in 
the Church; as the Lord Biſhop or Diocoſan Biſhop, or Lord Frimate 
or Lord Metropolitan to bear ſuch an Hh handover the Church and 
people of God, ard yet never give them any name in all the new Teſta- 
ment whereby they ſhould be known and diſtiaguiſhed from other 
Church Officers which Chriſt at his Aſſention gave for the per fict ing of 
the Saints,for the work, of the miniſt7y,and for the ed:fy ing of the body of C hi. 
Epb. 4. 11, 12,13. ence it is clear that they are no Goſpel Creatures, 
nor their Authority and Juriſdictions were never inſticured by Chriſt 
nor his ®poſtles,for Pan ſairh, Att; 20.20, that ke kept bark nat _ 
was preſs. able for the Chir cp,but tanght them bot h public iy and from houſe 
to houſe, and ſhunned net to declare unto them all th: Counſel of God, verſe, 
27. And yet Paul bath not in all his Epiltles named one of the 
Officers nor their offices, 
God bimſelf in the time of che Law preſcribed all the Circumſtances 
and Ceremonies, Officers and Offices that was to be uſed in his wor- 
ſhip and fervice and left not any thing to the will and deviſing neither 
of Moſes nor Aaron nor any other, & God hath given Chriſt to be bead 
to the Church Epb. 1. 22. be 4 the bead of all Principallity and power, 
Col. 2. 10. So that Chriſt is Soveraign and Supream, the Sole and on- 
ly Lawgiver to the Church which is his Miſtical body, to give Laws 
unto his Church both for the outward polity and inward purity of 
the ſame, in the duti.s of his worſhip and ſer vice; And | chinł it doth 
argue a very unworthy , If not blaſphemous carriage cowards Chriſt, 
for any man or men Jneonſiderately to intrude upon Chriſts pre- 
rogative, to alter or change, to add or diminiſh from Chriſt the 
Lawgivers inſlitutions, etther for matter or manner, for Circumſtan- 5 
ces or Ceremonies, Officers or Offices other than Chrilt gave at bis 
Aﬀention for the prvfet:ing of the Saints, Eph, 4 11,12,13, For ſo to do is 
to condemn Chrilt of igrorance or of negligence, as if he knew. not 
or cared not for ordering the affairs of his own houſe which God 
ha th intruſted him with, dut ſhouldl leave it to ſinful men who pre/ 
ſame to command rhiags chat Chriff hath not preſcribed to be 
done, under the name of indifferency, bur 1 conceive that things 
indifferent ought to be left to mens free choice to be done, 
or not to be done, but when thoſs things which they call ins: 
different are impoſed by Mulcts and penaltics, it changech 
che nature of the ching and makes that which before was indit- 
K 2 deem 
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feeqat, to be of abſolute necedh y, the which thing for any min 
or men to do (viz to impoſe and command ia the duties of Gods wor- 
hip chat winch Chriſt bach not commanded, it is to exalt chem- 
ſelves above Chriſt, to impole and give Laws tothe Church which 


 Chriſthath not given, 


ir, Per. 
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Mr, Perk/n: ſaith in his ficſt Volum Page 676, That if God be 
either repre ſented or worſhiped in at or betore an Image he is 
preſently tra- s formed into an idol and in H. 2. 18. He ſtith that 
Images, which aiſo in the ſame ve-ſs he callech dumb Idols, they are 
teachers of lyes,breauſc aſſoon 23 Gods repreſentgd in an Image, he is- 
deprived of his glory and changed into a bodily viltdle Circumleribed 
and finite Ma jeſty, for ſ9-when the Children of Iſrael intended to 
worſhip God in the Go'den Calf, they proclaimed to morrow is 
a holyday unto the Lord, Ex:d., 32, And yer the Pſaluuſſ ſaith in 
ſa doing, bey changed or turned the glory of God into the Simi, 
leude of a beaſt that eateth Graſs, Pſa, 106, 20. 

Now if to repreſent or worſhip God in at or before an Image 
be an ldolatrous worſhip, becauſe God hath not any where in his 
word appointed nor requiced ſuch a kind of worſhip, doth it not 
hence follow upon the lame ground azad rezſon, that to worſhip _ 
God by the traditions and devices and inventions of men, in a way that 
Chriſt nor his Apoſtles never inſtituted nor appointed, and this 
kind of worſhip alſo to be celebrated by Officers in the Church 
which neither Chriſt nor his Apoſtles did ever inſtitute or appoint 
unto ſuch Office, but th:y are alſo ef mens deviſing, as Lord Pri- 
mate, Lord Mitropolitan, Lord Arch. B ſhop, Lord-Biſhops, Deans, 
Sab-Deans Dzan and Chap:er, Arch-Deacons, Sub- Deac ons, Chancel> : 
lars, Vice-Chancellors, Chanter, Sub · Chanter, Pcebends, reſident and 
non reſident, - Canons reſident and non reſident, VicarssCorrals, - 
Vicars Choriſters, Carates, and a rabble of the like, the Spawn 
of Antechrift , and is not this as Idollatrous to worſhip God by 
ſuch nſarpiag Officers in a way of their own deviling, as to 
worſhip in at or before an-lmage, let wiſe impartial men. 
judge for Mr. Perkins aich Page, 696 That the worſh'p of Ged whieh. 
is di viſed andtaken up by men ãt is ia deed and effc& ldolatry, becau ſa 
it is a worfhip that God doth abhor and deteſt, who will preciſely bs 
worſhiped according to his own word and inſtitution, without any 
ad dition detr ction or change, and it is ſo much the more Idolatrons 

ecauſe the Officers that do the ſervice ha vs not their Authority ſrgm 
Salbe from men, as chemaſelyes have confefſed, 


« 
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In 1 Cr 44 -$1tan is called the: God of this world becauſe 

men obey his ſuggeſtions rather than Gods word, and in this reſpe 

alſo Ancechriſt the Pope is called God, becauſe he more ſtrictly en⸗ 

joynech men to obey his own tradition, thea che very word of God * 

faith Mr, Porkins Page, 681. And ia this reſpect alio our 8iſhops 

and prelates make themſelves Gods, becauſe they preſums to pre- 

ſccibs a form ot worſhip to God which Gd hath not preſcribed 

nor appointed, and lo they ſer themſclves in Gods Read +, to 

order the af ir of Gods houſ: as Go, for none bac God himſelf can 

preſcribe the matter and m inner of Gods worſhip,and- yet our Bi- 

ſhops an! Prelates do alter and chatfhe, do add and diminiſh in the 

duties of Gods worſhip both for matcer and manner of worſhip and 

ſo make th:mſe'ves Gods, and da a ſo more (triet.y enjoyn men to 3% 

obſerve ind obey their own Canons and confticurions than the very Hs 

word of God, an do puniſhche traaſgreſſors of their Canons, with 7"** * 

greater puniſh nents, than the cranſgreſſ»'s of the word of God, and — 

thus chey do not only ſet them lelves in Gods ftead, and make them» Y „ 

{eyes Gods, but they ext themſelvts above God, by puniſhing men * 2 

for diſobedience to their Canons, more than tor ditobedience to the of def 

Canons of holy Scriptute, and thus our Lord Biſhops and Prelates by — 

theic abhominable uſurpation, they ar8 the very abominue io of deſolation 

Banding in the holy place, Matthew 24.15. VYheſs reddeth* tet 

(Yate and you will find that Biſhops and Prelates are the ve 

ry 1:Me, 

And therefore is it not high time, for Kiags and Princes and Lordy 
temporal cc. Anda duty which God requires from them, having ins 
veſted them with power to reform ſuch abuſes, the which can- 
ne: b dene but by taking the uſurped: remporallities and tyths 
from 8 aud Prelates, and fo to call them back from their „ 
erconius uſurped wicked wayes and com them to conform B 
themſelves and ſubmit unto the rules and inſtitutions of Jeſus Chriſt onghe 6 
and no longer ſuffer them by their uſurped power to tyranize ©* 
and conſtrain mea agzinſt their Conſggences to decline or forſtke rhe 
theic conformity to the rules and inſtitutions of Chriſt, and to ſelves 
conform to their wicked uſurped Authority in; their Idela⸗ the r 
trous way of worſhip” of their own deviſing, for mans inten- of C 
tion maketh not Gods worſhip ſaich Mr Perkjns, but doing Gods 
will, apd Gods will, is not to be worſhiped by an immaghhary de 
formalicy of worſhip , which is but as an Image or re | 
tation of Gods diyine inſtirved worſhip, farwe may- not 10 
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bind the preſence of Cod, the operation of his Spi/ſr, and his 


hearing and accepting of us, to any thing to which God hath 
not bound himſelf, either by word of Commandement or pro- 
miſe, or both; now God hath not any wiere bound himſelf 
either by word or promiſe to hear us nor accept us in a formal way 
of worſhip of mens deviſing, but according to his own inſtitution, 
for God is not worſhipped, but when it is h is will ro accept of our 
worſhip, and it is not his will to accept of our worſhip, but when it is 
according to his. own will and inſtitution, and not according to our 
will and deviſing, for what God hath not inſtituted, he will not ac+ 
cept of in any part of hs worlbip, therefore we ought not to add nor 
diminiſh from Chriſts inſtitution, though our pretences ſeem never 
ſo plauſible in the conteit of men, | 

It was the real intention of the Iſraelites to worſhip the God of 
their Fore fatbers in the Golden Calf, and is was the intention of e- 
reboam to do tte like in the Calves at Oan and Berhe/, and yet the holy 
Ghoſt gives his judgement upon them, that the 1ſrarlii « worſhipped the 
Molten I mage, Pſal. 106. 19. And that Jercboam ſacrificed to the Calvis 
that be had made, 1 King, 12, 32. The reaſon why their worſhip was 


eſteemed the worſhip of the Calves was, becauſe they worſhipped ac- 


cording to their own invention, and not according to Gods divine in- 
{titution, as in Pſal. 106. 39. 7 bey were defiled with their own works and 
went a Whoring with their e indent ions, ard can ary Prelate give 2 
reaſon why they might not as well worſhip after their own inventi- 
ont, as Our Biſhops and Prelates may worſhip after their own inventi- 
ons and compel others to worſhtp ſo too, was ſuch a worſhip counted 
Idolatry in them, and will it not be counted Ido'atry in us, hat aſſu⸗ 
rance can our Biſhops give us to the contrary that in ſo worſhipping 
we ſhall not be Idolarers dy their 3nvented way of worſhiping an Ido: 
For thus you ſee, that to worſhip according to mens inventions, it 

is by the holy Ghoſt counted idolatry, therefore if you would have a 
right ceformation,and @ right conformity and unity in the Church in 
Religion, the right way to go it is to compel the Biſhops and Prelates 
eſpecially, and all others to conform themſelves to the rules and inſti; 
rucions of Jeſus Chriſt aud his Apoſtles, And this belongs eſpecially 
to the Kingeo cauſe it to be done, for be bearerh not the Sword in vin, 
faith the Apoſtle, be ie Minſter of God for good tothiſe that do wel, 
and for terror to thoſe that do cuil, for faith the Text, Herr Gods Miniſter 
atrending continually upon this vey thing, Rim, 13. te verſe the 7. He 
. 
ulurp- 
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uſurping Prela tes and their carnal traditions and cannons, except by 
conniving at their uſurped wickedneſs, we endanger out [elves to pits 
take wich them in their puniſhments, which God for bid. - 

Again when God is adored and worſhipped according to mens in- 
vention, the worſhippers are ſaid to forget God, Pſa, 106. 21, though 
they thisk that they well remember him, thę reaſon is becauſe they 
forget bis Commandemeets and inſtitutions, for God commanderb 
that we foa'l rot add nor diminiſh from bus inflitun ions, Dent: 4 2. Nor tn 
aſide o the right hand er to the lift, Dew, 28. 14. And the if we de: (618 
%-, all the cw ſes from verle 15. to the 68. ſhal/ com! pany bers, ard o- 
ver tale thre, for thoſe that wo ſhip wich a deviſed worſhip of their own 
invention, they do alſo worſhip adeviſed God of their own 4nveny 
tion, for ſuch as the word ip is, ſ-chis che God that is worſhip- 
ped: TI he Samaritancs worſhipped the God of Abrahaw, Iaac, 
ard Jacob, and jet Chriſt laich of them, ye worſhip ye Ken 
ot what, becauſe they worſhipped the true God ia à way 
deviſed by men, Gods worſhip, muſt be according tos his na- 
ture, Heavenly, Divice, and Spiritual ,, but all deviſed wor- 
ſhip is according to the nature and diſpoh ion ot the deviſer, 
fooliſh , carnal, add vain, as Chriſt fich, J. vai, do they 
warſip me , teaching for Dot, ine the, Commundement s of Men, Mat. 
15, 9 God will not have nor accepe of any worſhip but ſuch as 
himſelf bath appointed, mens intent ion to worſhip God is no- 
thing, unleſs they worſhip him according to his own will and 
appointment, 

It is faid 1 Cer. 10. 20, The things which the Gentiles ſacri- 
fice , they ſacrifice unte Devils and nit to God , and yet the wi- 
ſer ſort of the Gentiles, their intention was to ſacfifics unto God 
in Images, and the Children of Iſrael who by the Commandemear 
of God were to off:r ſacrifices unto the Lord yet they might not 
cfer their facrinices in every place as Dre. 12, 13, Nor in any 
City or tield , bu inthe place which the Lord had choſen, names 
ly at the Door of the 7 /bernacle of the Qongregation, as in 'Leviticss 
17. 3, 4. 5, | hey mult neither, ſacrifice any thing but what 
God bad TÞpointed to be {acrificed , nor in any other place 
but whets God appointed, for if they did their ſacrifice 
was accounted as ſ-cciticing unto Devils. Leviticus 17. and 7. 
an in Dt 32.17 8. Fhey ſacrifice Devils, not to God, and 
forget God that formed chem; not if the nat obſerviag of 
the placs appointed for to fasrifice in did make ſuch a dife- 


-.. 


Sic 17 0 
rence, that the ſacrifice offered in My place was accepted as eſſered 
unto God, and the ſame ſacrifice offered in another place appoine: 
ed by men and net where God hid appointed made the ſacrifice to 
be reputed as offering ſactiſice unto Devils as theſe Tex's and others 
Ao prove. | = FA 

Then is not this ſufficjeht to convince any reaſonable man, that 
to alter and change the worſhip of God from the rules and inſtit ui 
ons of Chriſt to the rules and Cannens of mens deviſing, ard to 
-- ſorce men ſo to worſhip, doth make a greater difference in the 
worſhip of God, chan in the time of the Law to offer the ſame 
ſactifice many other place but where God had appointed it tov be 
ſacrificed, and yet the very alteration and change of the place made 
the ſame thing ſaeriſiced to be eſteemed the ſacrificing unto De vilt, 
and not to God, bave'we not need then to take care that we ke 
cloſe to the rules and inſtitutions of Chriſt ? I beſeech al, eſpeciil- 
ly thoſe who would have us to worſhip after the precepts and Com- 
mardements of men, to conſider this, and to remember what our Sa- 
viour Chriſt faith, I» vain do they worſhip me, teas hing for Doctrine the 
Commandments of men, Mat, 15, 9, 

Chriſt ſaith, Adatth, 11. 29. Take my yoke upon you, now this 
yoke of Chriſt is, ſubjeRion to Gods word and will, and ſuch as do 
not wor ſhip him according to his word and will, But according to 
their own will and hamain devices and tradirions, ſuch perſons caſts 
off the yoke of Chriſt, and deny their ſub je ctlon to him, which is the 
property of wicked men, and is as much as if they ſhould fay , who 
is the Almighty that we ſhould ſerve, or be ſudject unto him, 
for true fub jection is a reſignation of our ſelves to the will and 
_ of God 3 and that in all things and this is the right ſerving of 

Mr. Pe, lit "ſaith, Pag. 699. That nothing may go under 
the name and worſhip of Ged, which God hath not ordained 
in his word and commanded us as his own worſhip, for when 
the Jews worſhipped God after the deviſed faſhion of the 
Gentiles, though their meaning was to wc:ſhip gpothing but 
God, yet they worſhipped nothing but Devils, faith he; for all 
voluntary Religion aud will worſhip is utterly condemned, 
therefore nothing may go under the name of Gods worſhip , bur 
what God bath preſcribed for the rule of divine worſhip, is not the 
will of him that worſhippetb, but the will of him that is wor- 
ſhipped, 


For 


* „ LS 
Again, if there be ſuch a God, who will be worſhipped 2c- 
+ cordingto the traditions and devices of men and hath promiſed 
lis preſence to beat and anſwer us in ſuch a way of worſhip, thea 
he hath either revealed bimſelf, that he will hear us and accept 
ut in ſuch a way or he bath not revealed himſelf, let the Biſhops 
2nd Prelates ſhew us the Scripture, where God hath promiſed 
his preſence to hear and accept us in a way of worſhip of mans 
deviſing, and let the Commandement be ſhewed that bindech us 
to wor ſhip ſo, but if the Biſhops and Prelatss cannot ſhew us any 
ſuch Commandement that bindeth us ſo to worſbip , nor ſhem 
us any Promiſe of Gods preſence to hear and. accept of us in ſuch 
a weh, then oug\t not the Prelates to force us to ſuch a kind of 
worſhip, neither ought we to obey them, nor have we any pro- 
raiſe to ground our faith upon, and whatſoever is not of faith i Pn, 
Rem, 1 4. 23. Radwlph calls it Idolatry in manners to prefer the 
creature before the-Creator, and ſo in Prelates to prefer their 
Canons aud Inventions before the Canoos of Scripture, and in- 
ſtitutions of Jeſus Chriſt, 


We all know that under the Lew Ged required that Sacrifice 
Oblations and Incenſe ſhould be offered natd him, but whe: 
they did not obferve Gods way and order which he bad ar- 
dained and appointed, bow they ſhould be offered, but deviſed, 
a way of their own, you ' fhall bear what the Prophet /ſai«hb 
ſaith of ſuch a deviſed worſhip, 15 66, 3. He that killeth an Urt. 
is 4s if br flew a man, bt that ſacr iſte ih a Lamb i as if be cut off 4 
Dagt nech, be that off eveth an Oblation a if be off eres Smines lead, 
FA. be” that barneth we es he bleſſed as Idol , God eſteems 
eth no better of mens deviſed way of worſhip, as appears in 
the latter part of the verſe, (.viz. }) Ty have choſen 
their own way , Ge. Hence we may take notice how dan» 
gerous a thing it is for any, either to do it themſelves, 
or to enjoyn others to worfhip Ged in 2 way of mens de- 
vifing by humane traditions and Ceremonies and not tg 
keep coſe to the rnles and inſtitutions of Chriſt, for Chriſt is che 
alone Soreraign Governour and Law-giver to preſcribe Laws and 
Tales ro bu Church, bow be * worſkipped, dg will have 88 
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fellows nor partners joyned wich him in that work, and Chriſt ian 
Magiſtrat*s have power and authority given them by Chriſt, 
ro command their Sab jects and all under them to odſerve the 
rale: aud inſticntions of Crit, and that they turn not aſide to 
| rhe right hand or to rhe left, for Chriſt ſaith, i vai do they 
worſhip bim, that worſhip him according to the Cemmandements of 
Mer. 


But perhe ps ſome men may think, that men may preſcribe 
rules forthe outward form ard duties of Gods e. by the 
example of D. vid, int Chen. whe ordered the courſes of the 
Prieſts and Levites, Cc. How they ſhould ſerve in the temple 
When Slower had built it, and gave the pattern thereof unto So- 
ſbmon, But with ſubmiſſion to better judgements, I think 
David did not that as he was a King only, but as he was a Pros 
phet and received the pattern thereof from God by his ſpitit, for 
ſo he faith, 1 Chro. 28. 12. He ga ve to Solon the pattern of all 
that be bad by the Spirit, and in verſe 19. All this, ſaid David, the 
Lord made me un lexſtand in writing by bis hand upon me even all the 
avorks of thu pattern, 


Some men think ic a matter of nothing to frame a form of 
worſhip of their own deviſing, and think that God will be ſatiſ- 
Red and well pleaſed therewith, whereas God will accept of no 
worſhip neither for matter nor manner but what he hath inſtitu- 
ted as you may ſee in Levit, 10. 1, Nada and Abibe, they 
thought it no great matter to take common fire, inſtead of fie 
From the alter to offer incenſe with unto the Lord , and yet for 
this very thing in not obſerving Gods appointment, in the man- 
ner of their burning of incenſe, there went out fire from the Lord and 
deviiered them that they dyed, verſe 2. For God will be ſantlificd, ſaith 
Moſes, in thew that come wigh unto buy, ver. 3. This may teach all 

panerations to the end of the world, how jealous God is in every 
Fact worſhip, that it be performed according to his own in- 
itut ion: wichont alteration, or adding or diminiſhing aſter the 
viſgs of men, and ſhews us. what need there is in reforming the 
Church, to maks the word of God our Rule, my 
4 ce 
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- Hence it will follow that thoſe 259 decline and fotſake the 
means appointed us of God, for our edification and lalvation, to 
imbrace other means preſcribed by men, or to mix them with 
the inſtitutions of Chriſt, how ſpecious ſoever they ſeem to be in 
our eyes, and carnally flattering to be of more ſtrength ard effi- 
cacy to attain the end, yet they cannot, becauſe they want the 
ſeal of divineapprobation upon them, they will fail, as it is ſaid 
of King Aba in his diſtreſs, he ſent for Ti/gath Philazer King of 
Aria tor to help him, 414 be came unto him, but diftreſed bim, 
and belped him not, 2 Chron, 28. 20, 21, For unto the wicked, God 
ſaid, what haſt thou to dete declare my ſtatates or that thou ftouldeſt 
take my covenant into thy month ſeeing thou bateff inſirultion and caſte 
wy word behind thee, Pſal. 50. 16. 17, If thou wilt not be reforms 
ed to obſerve the Law of Chriſt theu haſt no right nor authority 
from Chriſt to preach his Law nor to take bis covenant in thy 
mouth. 

Helling ſad in bis Hiſtory of Scotland, pag. 183. ſaith that the 
ſupe: flaous poſſeſſions of the Church as they are now uſed are zz 


not only occaſions to evil Prelates to live in moſt infolent pomp (head, 


and corrupt lifc, but is as a Net todraw Gold and Silver out of 
the Rea'm, 

The Nobles of Bohemia in the councel of Bai ptopounded 20, 
Articles againſt the Prelates, of which there was four, which they 
ſaid they would maintain until dezth, and one of thoſe four was 
that the Pope, the Prelates and Clergy from the bigheſt to the 
loweſt, their temporal poſſeſſions and riches ought ro be taken 
from them, and that they onght to be made poor as the Diſciples 
of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt was, who had no poſſeſſions in this 
world, neither worldly power, for the Clergy are but Admini- 
ſtrators or Stewards of the Temporallities of the Church for the 
uſe of the poor, and what Temporallities the Clergy bath that 
dorh not belong to the poor they have gotten by falſs indirect 
ways, either by A he their prayers and maſſes ſhould 
deliver the Souls of thoſe that gave ſuch Lands, out ef purgator 
which they never could nor never can do, and therefore thi 
condition failing, the Lands ought to return into the hands and 
pe ſſeſſion of the King and Nobles, _ are the — of 

* them 
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fellows nor partners joyned wich him in that work, and Chriſt ian 
Magiſtrat s have power and authority given them by Chriſt, 
ro command their Sab jects and all under them to odſerve the 
tles arid inſtitutions of Cris, and that they turn not aſide to 
tte right hand or to rhe left, for Chriſt ſaith, is vai do they 
worſhip bim, that worſhip him according to the Cemmundements of 


Men, 


But perhaps ſome men may think, that men may preſcribe 
rules forthe outward form ard duties of Gods Pang by the 
example of D=vid, in I Chron, whe ordered the courles of the 
Prieſts and Levites, &c, How they ſhould ſerve in the temple 
when Selomen had built it, and gave the pattern thereof unto So- 
bm, But with ſubmiſſion to better judgements, I think 
David did not that as he was King only, but as he was a Pros 
phet and received the pattern thereof from God by his ſpitit, for 
ſo he ſaich, 1 Chron, 28, 12. He ga ve to Solomon the pattern of all 
that be ba by the Spirit, and in verſe 19. All this, ſaid David , the 
Lord made me un lerſtand in writing by bis hand «pon me even all the 
avorks of thus pattern, 


Some men think it a matter of nothing to frame a form of 
worſhip of their own deviſing, and think that God will be ſatiſ- 
Red and well pleaſed therewith, whereas God will accept of no 
worſhip neither for matter nor manner but what he hath inſtitu- 
ted as you may ſee in Levit. 10. 1, Nad and Abibe, they 
Fhought it no great matter to take common fire, inſtead of fie 
from the alter to offer incenſe with unto the Lord, and yet for 
this very thing in not obſerving Gods appointment, in the man- 

ner of their burning of incenſe, there went out fire from the Lord and 
dune them that they dyed, verſe 2. For God will br ſanflificd, ſaith 
Moſes, in tem that come nigh unto bun, ver. 3+ This may teach all 
Geert to the end of the world, how jealous God is in every 
ituti 


t of his worſhip, that it be performed according to his own in- 
ons wkhout alteration, or adding or 828282 the 
viſgs of men, and ſhews us what need there is in reforming the 
Church, to maks tbe word of God our Rule, 
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lese it will follow that thoſe 2 decliae and forſake the 
means appointed us of God, for our edification and lalvation, to 
imbrace other means preſcribed by men, or to mix them with 
* the inſtitutions of Chriſt, how ſpecious ſoever they ſeem to be in 
our eyes, and carnally flattering to be of more ſtrength ard effi- 
cacy to attain the end, yet they cannot, becauſe they wart the 
ſeal of divineapprobation upon them, they will fail, as it is ſaid 
of King Aba in his diſtreſs, he ſent for Ti/gath Philazer King of 
Aria tor to help him, 4% be came unto bim, but difireſſed bim, 
and belped him not, 2 Chron, 28. 20, 21, For unto the wicked, God 
ſaid, what haſt thou to de to declare my ſtatmies or that thou fhouldeſt 
take my covenant into thy month ſeeing thou bate(f inſirubtion and caſte 
wy word behind thee, Pſal. 50. 16. 17. If thou wilt not be reforms 
ed to obſerve the Law of Chriſt theu haſt no right nor authority 
from Chriſt to preach his Law nor to take bis covenant in thy 
mouth. 

Helling ſb· ad in bis Hiſtory of Scotland, pag. 183. ſaith that the 
ſupe: fluous poſſeſſions of the Church as they are now uſed are 


not only occaftons to evil Prelates to live in moſt inſolent pomp — 


and corrupt liſc, but is asa Net to draw Gold and Silver out 0 
the Rea'm, 

The Nobles of Febewia in the councel of BA ai gory 20, 
Articles againſt the Prelates, of which there was four, which they 
faid they would maintain until dezth, and one of thoſe four was 
that the Pope, the Prelates and Clergy from the bigheſt' to the 
loweſt, their temporal poſſeſſions and riches ought ro be taken 
from them, and that they onght to be made poor as the Diſciples 
of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt waz, who had no poſſeſſions in this 
world, neither worldly power, for the Clergy are but Admini- 
ſtrators or Stewards of the Temporallities of the Church for the 
uſe of the poor, and what Temporallities the Clergy bath that 
dorh not belong to the poor they have gotten by talſs indire& 
ways, either by promiſing thee their prayers and maſſes ſhould 
deliver the Souls of thoſe that gave ſuch Lands, out ef purgator 
which they never could not never can do, and therefore t 
condition failing, the Lands oughe to return into the hands and 
pe ſſeſſion of the King and Nobles, WD. ars the ſucceſſors of 
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them chat ga vs them, or elſe ſome of thoſe Lands were gottes;”, 
by curfings and excommunicatians, as Pope Gregory the ninth ex. - 
communicated Frederick, the Empe rour until he gave one hundred 
and twenty chouſand ounces of Gold for bis abſo ution, in Mr, + 
Frist book of the rebellion, conſpiracies, treaſons and ſeditions 
of Biſhops, between page 293. and 298, you may read that the 
Biſhops of Lan- ſſe from time to time excommunicated 7 or 8. 
Kings, and 12 other of che Gentry, and ſome-gave 2, ſome 3. or 
4. or 5. peices of Land to the Biſhops tor theit abſolutions, and 
this was one way how biſhops and Prelates come by their Tem- 
porallities, and therefore the King and Lords, c. may jultly 
take their najult gotten lands from them and make them more 
conformable to Chriſt aad his Apoſtles. 

And to ſhew the ualawfulneſs both of b ſhops Temporal 'i:ica 
and juriſdictions, ſome of the biſhops when they were in their 
right win recantid, as Patrick Adamſon, Archbiſhop of St. A.- 
drew in Scatlazd, made his Recantation in the Sy nod of Fife. A- 


Arch bi- pril the 8. i591, in theſe words following I conſefs with a ſincere 


5. mind, * colour or fraud, that | have formerly erted in 


grew! this, that 1 thought the Goverment ofthe Church to be like the 
bis Re- Regiment of Terrene Kingdoms, expreſly agaialt the precept of 
cant ation Cc iſt our Lord, and that the monarchy whereby che Church is 


70 
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ye me to have demitted quite claim, Cc. Um fore ſod pretend ed 
office of Epiſcopacy of Dusti, wiilrehe whole title, ſtile; name, 
and dignicy thereof, power of ordination, juriſdicttion; voce in 
Parliament and all uſur pation ofthe ſam ia time to come, and do 
foichfully promiſe, and by thaſe preſerms bind: nd oblige ma ne- 
vet to exetciſe nor uſe the ſaid pretended office, obr any" orhet 
power ecclefiaſtica!, belongiag, uſurped, or claĩmid to along to 
the ſame pretended office, which l acknowledge: oughtto he ab- 
jured and removed, and the whOIe pre mi ſſes l heartily ach 
ledge as | will anſwer to God, in teſtimony hereof Ilha fab ſcri · 
bed theſe p: eſcnts wich my hand. % & 1. 5037909 9a 
The biſbop of Ork ger recantation, Qu ©2007 
To all and ſundry whom it may eoncern, to whoſe knowied 
theſe preſents ſhall come eſpeciajiy to the reverent and honours 

able members of the future aſſembly to be holden at Elen 


12 day of Auguſt. 1639, 1Mr, George Gram fam 


the 
etims pte/ Biſhop of 
tended Biſhop of Orkney: being forry'1 adds: grieve at umy Orkacg: 
heaft_ that 1 ſhould cver for my worldly: raſge® imbrake#}ecantos 
the order cf 8 - the ſums having na Wartant from 27. 
2 * of — , 4nd being ſuch an —_— —— 
encibly many fearful and evil conſequencies 
it 2 many - err m., and particularly withs 
inthe Kirk of Scotland , 2s by ul and: deglotadie/ experiences 
this day is manifeſt, to baye diſclaimed, e wr et bw 5 
tenor hereof (ain diſclaim and abjure-all Epiſcopal 


power and juriſdiction with the- whole! coreuptions 
e. promiſing and ſwearing by the great nam of tha Ford 


our God that I fhall never while 1 dive r indi- 
r exerciſe any ſuch , power. within the Kick, mithen 
yet ſhall | ever approve or allow- the ſame-z-aot-'fo/;mack ms 


in my private or publick diſcqurſe Cr, and  ſbalþ-Concur! / 
to the uttermoſt of my power fincexely and —— 
advancing the work of Reformation within this 1 
to the glory of God, the peacs of tha Coaatey avk the\' 
comfort and contentment of a good. Chriſtians as | 
be my help 2 In teſtimony of which premiſes L have ihed 
theſe preſents with my band before theſe witaelles Os, U 
| wi 


— 
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Nom do bedpelade'} ehe fie © Mirtye at conftance; 
de propheſied chat the light of the Goſpel ſhould break out 
2 hundred years after his death, which was fulfilled in Lu- 
tur, whom God ſtirred up a hundred years after, there 
is: | another! Antjabt Pr » which' ſome think wa» by 
an Haſs alſo , which er, That the Church cannot 
reduced to its former "dignity and refarmed until all 
things be made new, the former dignity of the Church is, 
to ava the ſame Officers for quality that Chriſt and his Apoſtles 
inſtituted ; and to have Epiſcopacy and all the rabble depends 
ing thereon , plants which out heavenly'Father hath not plantz 
ed, rooted up, for ſo long as they ſtand the Church cannot be 
rei head to ith former dignity, neither in doctrine cor diſci- 
plina ; becauſe theſe Church Officery, as they are eſteemed, are 
nat ol God, but uſurpers and other the ſike in the Re Church, 
do 4 pho nt not ot Gods, but of humain inſtitution, they mix their 
des DHymair devices; wih the Laws and inſtitutiom of Chriſt, and 
«1.2 fdefileand:gbiacer the Ordinances of Chriſt ,' much like un: 
eitothöſe Nativas which Shimanczer! King 'of Ari plated jn 
the Cities of Jun, every Nation made Gods of their 
owa und vet it u id pf then bar they frared the La d and 
ſocinidtebrig abu D 2K ings 1% 29 33. ſo the Pope and 
dfbetrie'* own, or-deyiſe a way of their 


o God yr is u one, for x deviſed wor- 
n f 1 Taicb Crit bach" dot appointed may juſtly in 
Sdriptmis fence be id t e an idol worſhip, and ſo they 

bb Gd to ſtar the Tord and ferve or worſhip their own 
Ger Kok wihorthip bf thefr dwa making; for did ever 
Heachaw dots: hors upon their Vel 5 than Popes and Prelates 
ders niir: tetiſet W ef * wotfhip : 5e ſpall faich 
Motee »Rotis Gol,” walk oftt; the Lord jou God and keep buy 
Cen * Ard” dþiy © bis vice , and that Prophet or 
dries ran Tha" "br © wut to db that pra, to 
tha Mos egy of tht waly” 1 Lord "thy Ged commande 
b A = „ Wh then ſhall be done to 
tha 2 ot only ſpeak but make Laws 
2 Del, prople to thre vd of the way that — 
WOPE at 


hath appoiuted them to walk in, to have them to walk in 
the Ceremonial! wayes and appomtments of men. This doth 
imply as much asto ſay , go and ſerve other God: „ſerve him 
wich a worſhip whichhe bath not appoiated , fer to be com- 
pelled by Laws and penalties t leave the Commandments of 
Chriſt , to follow the Commandments of men, is uo other 
than to ſerve other Gods, the Lord faith , ther ſuch an ore, 
of it be a Brother, 4 Son er a Daughter, or a Wife, thing eye ſpall 
wot pity , weither ſhalt thaw ſpare nor coxceale , bet thou ſhalt kill 
him, thou ſha't (lone bim with: ſiones that be de, breauſe be 
hath ſonght to thru "ther ana, fron the Lord" ih God, 
ver. 8. 10. | | 8 
"The Lord threatened by the Prophet Zeph, thet be would 
eut off Man and braft , and the ſlumbling block with the wicked 
and t ben that worſhip And that ſmear by the Lerd, and that 
ſwear by Maicham © Ziph, 1. 3. 5. To [wear by" th: Lord i- 
truth in judgement and in right oſurſt as Fe. 2," Being Laws 
ful ly called to ſwear , it is one part of Cods worſhip , but 
to ſwear by Melcham or other things is Iddlatrons, for 
fo the thing that is ſworn by is made an Idol and ſet in 
Gods ſtead and honour given unto it to be the fetteher of 
the heart and to witneſs that; what is fort n truth, und 1d 
it is in other parts of Gods worſhip; if we keep not eloſe 
to Gods word, but deviſe a way of worſhip which_Chrift hath 
not preſcribed , it is Idolarrons 2 well 4 to fear by 
Malcham , it is the tumbling block of the wicked, for 
Got bath commanded that we ſhelf neither add unto nor 
diminiſh ought from hrs * n de under- 
ſtood of bis worſhip, for it is het fond in The Scriptare that 
Chriſt bath given power to any man or men to add or e imi - 
art of his worfhip from his imfticurions 


niſh ro any 
old Teſtament or the New, to-ſwear by Ai 


either in the 
chan e. The thing that is ſworn? and a Hired may be trus 3 

yet the oath is finful and Idolütrom, beczul it * not Gods 
way that he hath inſtituted that oa th fhou'd be given and taken, 
God ſaith ofthe Rebellious and wicked r, tbough they ſwear 
the Lord livech ſurely they ſweac falſly, why ſo, becauſe chair 
| ſwearing 


# (to ; 
- Iwveiring was vain and cuſtomary and not in ſuck a way as God 
had appointed eaths to be taken; and therefore be reckon'd ic 2 
falſe oath though the thing they {wore was true: Thie Lord deth 
live,and/ſo man may de viſe a way to worſtlip God, and ſnatch here 
and chere a ſantence or two of Scriptures and mangle it in pieces 
and then patch it together to make up a form to pleaſe themſelves 
and it may be ſome others, and though the words for the matter of 
them are words of truth, yet this alſo-is ſinful as to ſwear by Mal- 
cham or as the wicked Jew: ta ſwear the Lord liveth, Becauſe Chrig 
hath not any chere zaſtituted ſuch a way of worſhip to jumble 
« thany texts fetcht here and there together to make a torm.of 
wor ſhip, _ the words themſelves be good yet they were not 
ordsined for ſuch an end, nor we have neither precept nor ex- 
am ple from Chriſt nor his Apoſtles ſo to uſe them, bur from An- 
techriſt che Pope ſuch example may be taken by them that pleaſe ; 
. Conjurers, Witches and Charmer: uſe of rather abuſe good words, 
for they oſten time mutter over the Creed and our Lords Prayer 
and ſeveral texts ipture to work their feats, but God bath 
aot truſted us wich the Scriptures for ſuch ends eſpecially not 
that thoſe whocan pleaſe themſelves with ſuch a form, ſhould im. 
2 lame upos all others by penalties of impriſonment or 

94655 or che like 25 _ ** done ne. E | 

| therefore.ic is impoſſible that gver there can bg any right 
9 that the Church can be reduced to its . 
8 dignity ſo long as the Biſbops and Prelates bears 
cha ſway both in the Church and Common wealth, until God 
put in. into the hearts and. minds of Kings, Princes, and Lordò c. 
and to takeaway the temporalities and ty tha from Biſhops, Pra- 
. lates, and Clergie which they have ſo long aſurpingly and unjuſt- 
ly detained from the King and Nobles and not performed the con- 
ditions for which their predeceſſors gavt them, and ſacraligiouſly 
kept to their own uſe what was given for the ule of the Poor; 
and (4 reduce them firſt to live after che examples of Chriſt and 
„ | 1 the rula of the new Teſtament of Jeſus 
Chriſt which & the thing I am now to ſhew,and not aſter the exam- 
Po. 8 ichriß as now they 40 and will do if they may be 
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Ic may rationally be imgiacd that tha Prelates and Clergy 
will (ay, chatif temporallities aud tj thes be talen from chem bow 
hal! chey then live, 

_ I anifiver, that ſuch an objection will argue want of faith in tha 
objcRaor, for can ct ey prerer chat they can truſt God wich the 
Cavs uf cba Sor's, and can they wot trol Ged with theie 
bodies, ior food and ray ment iu the way of Cods appoiutwæuc, 
unleſs they carve out a portion for themſelves by diſhoneſt gaza, 
we muſt not preſume to be wiſer then God, to think that we c 
preſcribe a better way for the maintenarce of Golpel Miriſters, 
than Chriſt hath preſer bed to bis Ayoults, and they practiced, 
indeed I confeſs that mars way to be maintained by Lands and 
Tythes is a fit way for Theeves and Robbers that comes not in at 
the door by Chriſt into the Sheep-fold, but comes in at the Win, 
dow or {ome other way by Anti-chriſts invention to rob and ſteal, 
as I knew a pretended Miniſter that ſaid, be cared not if the Dez 
vil bad the flock, ſo that he had the fleece, maintenarce by Lands 
and Tytkes are fir only for ſuch and none elſe, and Chriſts way 
of maintenarce, which l ſha!l ſhew anon, is moſt fic for Chriſts 
Miniſters, who come into the Sheep told at the door by Chriſt, 
for ſuch Miniſters will neither reach nor provoke the people to 
any manner of Ceremonial worſhip, which they ba ve not learned 
from Cbriſt, and which he and bis Apoſtles hath not inſtitured,nei- 
ther will ckey preſume to ſeek their maimenarc in unwarratitab'es 
ways, Contrary to the preceptsand example of Chriſt and bis 
Apoſtles, for if they do, they do thereby lay an im putation upon 
the wiſdom and holineſs of Chriſt, as if he had rot in his word 
ſufficiently provided for his 6wn worſhip, ard for their mainte- 
nance except men will preſume to be wiſer then God, 

If Min iſters would approve themſelves to be true Coſpel Mi- 
niſters of Jeſus Chriſt, by following hi» cxamp'e, ard live as he 
lived, theo here is an ex. mple for them to follow, firſt Chriſt was 
poor as to worldly things, for he ſaith of bimſelf, the foxes have 
Foles, and the bird of the Air bawe neſts, but the Son cf Man, nho 1 
al/o the Son of Goa, hath nor u here Is lay bus HH. S. 20. bu: thus 
it pieaſed him to be an ex«mple of peverty 41d lun iny 16 all 
Goſpel Miniſters to follew | is ſteps,that we by bis poverty Wight 
be made rich in faith ard good werks. M Sex 
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Secondly, he fuffered hunger, and went to the Fig tree expe &, 

ing to find fruit thereon but found none, Mark 11,12,13, and at 
ano het time after bis ReſurreRion he asked his Apoſtles, bv ye 
bers any mes, end they gave him a jiece of a broyled fiſh,and of an boney 
6cmb, and be did cat, Lak. 24. 42+ 43. Thirdly, he was wearyed 
with travelling on foot, he had not his Coach and 4 or #horſes as 
our Biſhops have, you may know them by their fruits , whether 
they belong to Chriſt or Anti chriſt, Chriſt was alſo thirſty, and 
asked water of a woman to drink, Jcb. 4.6, 7. but our Prelates 
drinks the beſt Wines, Fourthly, Chi iit had his maintenance by 
the charitable bounty and benevolence of the people, amongęſt 
whom was Ay Magdalen, and I ann the Wiſe of Chuſa Herod: 
Steward, and Suſ anva and many et hers who miniftired te lim of thiiy 
ſubſtance, Luks 8. 3. And this is the way that Cbriſt bath ordained 
and inſtituted by his own example, that the Goſpel Miniſters 
ſhonld have their maintenance, namely by the bountiful and cha- 
ritable devotion of the people unto whom they miniſter, Leary 
of me ſaith Chrift, for I am merk and lowly in brary, and ye ſhalt find 
reſt to your Souls, for the Diſciple is not above bis Maſter, nor the Sers 
want above big Lord, Mat. 10. 24. If Chriſt were ſo poor, why 
ſhould Prelates and Priefts be fo rich, if Chriſt and his Apoſtles 
ſuſſered hunger and thirſt as Pari ſaith of himſelf and the reft of 
the Apoſtles, 1. Cor,4.11, Thatthey did beth hunger and thirſt and were 
naked and buffcted, and had no certain dwelling place,why then ſhould 
Prelates and Prieſts be ſo full and ſo gorgeouſly apparrelled and 
have ſuch ſtately pallaces ſetled on them for their lives, If Chriſt 
and bis Apoſtles were wearicd with travelling on foot, as Paul 
faith, 2 Cor, 1 1. 27. That he was often in wearineſt and perinfulneſ, 
. Why ſhould Prelates and Prieſts have their Coaches and 
at horſes, and if Chriſt and his Apoſtles had their maintenance 
the charicable devotion of the people, why fhould Prelates 
and Prieſts have ſuch large revenues of temporallities and tythes, 
this is to make the Diſcipte above his Maſter and the Servant above 
dis Lord, contrary to the words of Chriſt, Mat. 10. 24, 

For according te this example, when Chriſt ſent forth his 
twelve Apoſtles to preach, he commanded chem , and in them all 
Atkers thar are right Goſpel Miniſters, ſaying , Proviae _— 

Go 
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Gold vor Sir nur Braſs I rr Jer ſes, ror der ig for your joey, f 
neither two Coats .. for the work man 74 worthy of bis meat, Mat. 10. 
9. 10. and in Luk, 10. 7. Eat and drink ſuch thing) as they gie, but 
Chriſt did not bid them, if the people did not give, that they 
ſhould take it by force of Law, as the practice of Prelates and 
Prieſts is, whereby they, like the Sons of Eli, make the offering 
to be abborred, this is not Chriſts but Anti*chriſts way for main- 
tenance of miniſters, Chriſt only bids the Apoſtles, that thoſe who 
would not receive them, to ſhake off the duſt of their feet for a teſtimony 
againſt them, but yet with this threatning, that it ſhall be more 1914 
le able for Sodom and Gomorrah in Ide day of Judgement, than for 
thoſe people that rectus not God: meſß er gers, nor allows them not main- 
Lenance out of their ſubſtance, Thus you ſee men are bound under 
pain of damnation, to give Chriſts Miniſters ſufficient mainte- 
aance, for God bach ordained that they which preach the Goſpel 
ſhould live of the Goſpel, 7 how alt not muzzle rhe month of the 
Oxe that treadeth out the Corn, for ſaith Paul, if me have ſown wnto 
you ſpiritual things, is it @ great thing if we reap your carral things, 
x Cor, 9. 9. I. 14. And yet this maſt not be exated by Law 
or conſtraint, but as a matter of bounty, that every man as hy 
purpoſeth in his heart, ſo ſaith the Apoſtle, Le: bim giyr nor gradge 
— or of neceſſity fer God loveth a chen ul giver, 2 Cor, g. 7. but 
this I ſay, He that ſoweth ſjarirgly, ſhall reap ſparingly, and he which 
ſownh bountifully ſhall rrap bountifully God will proſper his endea- 
yours fo much the more, 

If Churches might have leave from the ſupream magiſtrates 
according tothe word of God to eleR and chuſs their own mini - 
ers, then as Paw! faith, If any provide not for their own, he hath de- 
wed the faith and u worſethen an Infidel, 1 Tim, 5. 8. for their choo- 
ſing of him to be their paſtor , makes bim to be related to them 
as one of their houſe, and as he layes out his time and ſtrength add 
tallent for the good ofthe Church, ſo the Church ſhould joyntly 
make proviſion for him end his family for the things of ** life, 
that a; be ſomes unto them ſpiritual things ſo he onght to tap their car- 
nal things, and this is not a matter of liberty or couttefie which 
may be dons or left undore, but it is a duty, a work of juſtice un- 
to which the Church is called * in contcionce to FEReD; 
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fo that proviſion in this kind is wages and not benovolence , fo 
when Chriſt ſent forth bis A poſtles, be b:ds thray not to be ſolicians 
for relief, for the wo. kman is wirihy of bis wager, Late 10. 7. 
The Apoſtle Pau! 11 1 Cor, 9, determines this by the verdict of 
ali Laws, look at the law of nature, I bes ſpalt not max cle the mouth 
of the Ove, & c. Look at the Law of Nations. who gocth a ar fare 
a: his own charge, look at the Law of God, he hath ordained that 
thoſe who preack the Goſpel ſhould live of the Goſpel,this is the 
way to makegood and laberious Miniſters, for no preaching, no 
wages and this wages ought to be ſo plentiful and comfortable, 
col ected by the people anden to the minilter that he may im- 
ploy his time, his ſtreagth and ſtud y, and attend upon the work of the 
Lord without deſtraction, 1 Cor. 7. 35. For if he ſhould be ſtraitned 
ſo as to be put to beſtow his time and thought on the week dayes 
to provide Bread for his family, how ſhali he be able to provide 
ſpicicuai food for the Church upon the Lords day. 
And ſuch Miniſters as can live by faith in a holy dependance 
upon Chriſts promiſe, that in ſecking firſt the Kingdom of Heavy, 
and the r:ghteouſneſs thereof, that all other things (hall be added, Mat, 
6. 33. No doubt but God will both open the hearcs. and hands 
of «he people to give bountiſully unto ſuch Minifters; Ard indeed, 
he that is a right Goſpel Miniſter called of God to his Office, 
his. faith will bear him up againſt all difficulties and oppolition 
whatſoever, with the Prophet Ha/zakkuh, who faid, alrbough the 
Fig-tree hau mot bloſſom neither ſhall fruit be in the Vine, the labour 
of the Olive ſhall fail, and the Fields ſhall yeild no meat, the Flock ſhall 
be cut off from the Fold, and there ſhall be xo Herd in the Stalls, yet ſaith 
be I mill rejoyce in the Lord , I nill joy inthe God of my ſalvatax. 
Hab. 3. 17, 18. — 
Now as touching the order how this maintenance may be rai- 
ſed for the Miniſters, there is one text moſt pregnant and carries 
moſt concluſive evidence to diret and determine in this caſe, 
Gala. 6. 6. ls him that utau3%t inthe word communicate to him that 
teacheth in all g10d (hinges, that is of all good things that is commus 
nicable , and may Lawnilly be communicaved, A man may have 
Dne room to lodge in, one ſet vant to attend him, one Coat to co- 
ver him, ſo much proviſion as will only ſupply his own neceſſity, 
and thele cannot be made commong ; But 
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nat whaticever good things we may make common, if we 


bave to ſerve our ſelves and roſpare, cvery man ſhould commu- 
nic ate according to his place and portion, that God hath beſtowed 
upon him, whether Mony, Cors, Cattle, the Fruit of Orchards, 
Girdess, Wool, Flax, or Cloathing for him and bit, Cc. whatſo- 
ever may be either for neceſlicy, or comfort, that God caſts in 
occaſionally which may be communicated , they ſhould give 
ſome part thercof, cowards the maiatenance of that Niniſters, 
yet this is not to ba levyed by compulſion, but every man is to 
give as God fhall inlarge their bearts, and oren their bands to 
ſo good 2 work, for he that Soweth liberally ſhall Reap liberally, 
and he that Sowech ſparingly ſhall Reap ſparingly, be that giv- 
gth ſaith Pau let bim do it with ſim;licity or liberally, and he thit 
ſhewerb mercy Both chearfulneſi, 1 Tim. 6 8. And our Saviour fich 

ive and it (hall be given unto you | good meaſure, &c. Luk. G. 38. 
And as he laid in another caſe, freely je have received, freely give, 
for whatſrever we have it is the giſt of God, charge them i hat are rich 
in this werls, that they be not high minded, nor tra] in uncertain riches 
but in the I vingGod, who giveth us richly all things to enjoy, 14 Tim. 6. 
17, And if we uſe not well what he hath given us, he can when 
he will take it from us, unleſs he-give it as a ſnare to try how 
men will uſe it. 

This | conceive to be the Goſp:! rule for maintenance for 
Miniſters, that every one that is taught in the word, ought to 
communicate to him that teacheth according to their abillity this 
may be further inlarged upon if there be occaſion, but there is a- 
nother Goſpel! duty which is too much neglected, arid that is the 
miniſtting to the poor Saints, which was ſo frequently ard ſo i- 
berally uled in the Apoſtles days, that “au in 2 Cor, 9. 1. aA. 
touching the miniſtring to the Saints, it was ſuper fl uous for bim to wr te 
unto them, for keknew the forwardueſs of their minds to that duty, for 
he had in his former Epiſtle given them direction, bow this duty 
ſhould be performed in 1 Cer. 16, 1,2, Now concerning the Coledt ion 
for the Saint hide given order te the Churches of Gallat i a, even ſo 
da ye,nrou the firſt day of the week, let every one of you lay by him in 
ſtore , as God hath proſpered him that their be no gathering when 1 
come. The giving of alms is a duty well pleafing to God, rods 
good 
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good and to diflributt forget vor, for with ſuch ſacrifice Cd is will lic 
74. And Solomon ſaith there i that ſcattertih and yet —— «d 
there is that with beldeth mere thin i meer, bat it tendeth to 
the liberall ſon! (hall be made fat, and be that wetereth, be watered 
alſo bimſelf, Prev. 1 1. 24,25, again be faith, coſt thy bread upon the 
waters thou ſhalt find it after many days, by water: is — 
and multitades, as in Key, 17. 15, Give @ pot ien to ſovem and 4lſo ts 
eight for thou knoweſt wot what rol ſhall be upon earth, Eecleſ. 11, 1,2. 
Some have thought that this Coleftion onght to be the centh 
part of every mans profit, bat whether it be fo ot not, this che 
Scriptures aſſure us of, chat be which ſowerb ſparingly ſ yeap ſpa- 
ringly, and be that ſometh bountifully , ſhall reap bountifuly, 2 Cor, 
6. 6, as it is written, be hath diſperſed and given to the Poor, his rights/ 
owſneſ remainerh for ver, Plz]. 112. 9. 
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